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Preface

by Patricia Lim
eldest daughter of LIM Hong Bee (H.B.Lim)

H.B. Lim was born on July 8, 1917 in British Colonial Malaya, the
third child and only son in a family of four children. He first went to
school at the Pudu English School. When his family moved to Kuala
Lumpur, H.B. was sent to Victoria Institution, K.L., where he was
immediately deemed ‘“scholarship material.” His academic talents
were a prime consideration for the family’s next move: Only Penang or
Singapore had schools that prepared students for the rigorous Queen’s
Scholarship exams. In 1927, the Lim family moved south to Singapore
where H.B.’s father had found a position as a manager with a European

building materials firm located in Raffles Place.

H.B. then went to Outram Road Government School for two years.
The family found a home at 11-6 Hamid Lane, off Buffalo Road and
became neighbors with Mr. & Mrs Song Ong Whatt. Song Ong Whatt
was the brother of Song Ong Siang. At age twelve, H.B. was transferred
to Raffles Institution, having received a full government scholarship.
He excelled effortlessly and threw himself into an astonishing range
of activities: Editor RI Magazine, Secretary of the the Science Society,
Chairman of the Music and Dramatic Society, President of the Oratorical
Club, and the ultimate honor for a student, Head Boy and Head Prefect.
He garnered accolades along the way including Best Cadet, Marksman

awards and winner of rhetorical contest; three times singles and twice

XV
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doubles champion in school tennis, as well as, unbeaten in inter-school

championships.

While the common belief was that H.B. became politicized during
his Cambridge years, in actual fact his keen sense of social justice was
very much in evidence from his earliest years. As a child soon after
his arrival in Singapore, he expressed his outrage upon witnessing an
incident where a policeman viciously kicked a vegetable seller. H.B.’s
fury was magnified when his request to his father to do something,
was met with the latter’s reply that “nothing could be done about such

injustices.”

Within the Lim family, as with many locally born Chinese,
there was in the 1930s, a heightened awareness of Japanese atrocities
in China and Manchuria. It was H.B.’s older sister, Bessie who was
particularly vocal regarding the growing threat of Japan in Southeast
Asia. Tall, slender and beautiful, Bessie was H.B.’s favorite sister.
Her own activism in regard to fighting the Japanese presence in China
would inevitably draw her into the heart of anti-Japanese activities in
war time Nanjing where she would disappear forever from the family’s
sight. From their long youthful conversations about both Western and
Japanese imperialism, H.B. drew the beginnings of his own political

VIEWS.

Interestingly, his first active experience in social rebellion
occurred while he was a student at RI. His passionate views about
the invasion of China were known among his fellow students, but the
student who was to move the verbal concerns into actual activities
that included distributions of anti-Japanese pamphlets and sponsored
meetings was a sturdy, mathematics prodigy named Lim Kim Seng.
Lim Kim Seng was the half brother of the man who later emerged
as war hero, Lim Bo Seng. The sentiments decrying Japanese
expansionism had actually made their way into the Rafflesian. H.B.’s

aunt, Constance Yang who at the time was studying for her Ph.D. in
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Heidleberg wrote back to say that the Rafflesian had been banned by
the German government for its pointed anti-Japanese position. Fearing
more trouble than they could vouch for, students, including H.B.,
associated with anti-Japanese activities in China received stern letters
admonishing them to cease their protest or face expulsion. H.B.’s father
added a stern disciplinary warning, and H.B. returned to putting his full

focus on winning the Queen’s Scholarship.

In 1936 he took the QS exams. In those days, students sat for
either the science or arts exams. H.B. did the unthinkable by sitting for
both. When he declared his intention to sit for exams in both categories,
he was warned by the RI headmaster that he would be competing with
not only his peers who had prepped in the arts, but with those who
had prepared for an exam in the sciences equivalent to the first year
Cambridge Tripos. Never one to back down from a challenge, H.B. sat
for both sets of exams. Early in 1937 the results from U.K. arrived: Not
only had he been placed first in the exams, but he received the highest

scores since 1887.

Winning the scholarship lifted the financial burden from his
family. As with numerous other families, the depression struck the
Lim household. In the 1930s, the Queen’s Scholarship was a generous
award payable over a six year period, with a total sum of 3,000 pounds
sterling. This was a considerable amount for the times: to place things
in context, a three bedroom semi-detached home on the outskirts of
London was 2,800 pounds, and a new Morris Minor 110 pounds.
Winners of the Queen’s Scholarship were also hot marriage tickets as
they carried with them the promise of brilliant careers along with the

prestige accorded today to movie celebrities and rock stars.

H.B. was to love Cambridge passionately. He loved its history,
its architecture, its natural beauty and inevitably for the excitement of
intellectual discoveries. He plunged into student politics. At Cambridge

he found many who sympathized with his own sentiments regarding the
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rampant and seemingly unchecked atrocities of the Japanese in China.
H.B.’s student involvement with the Cambridge University Chinese
Students’ Society (CUCSS), in particular, allowed him deep insights

into the official British foreign policies.

In his own words, his Cambridge years opened his eyes as to the
“prevarication, hesitancy, timidity and duplicity that shamed the nation
and merely encouraged Japan to extend its conquest of China” (Born
into War, p.218). This revelation was to fuel his anti-imperialistic views

and served to further push his student activism.

H.B. inevitably was “sent down” (as the polite term for expulsion
meant) from Cambridge when he decided he could no longer cease
his participation in the protests against the policies of the British
government regarding the Japanese presence in China. Despite the
warnings of groups such as C.U.C.S.S. of an impending invasion of
Southeast Asia by the Japanese, the British government stood firm on

the contention that no invasion was forthcoming.

At the outbreak of the war, H.B. returned to Singapore, newly
married to another Queen’s scholar, Maggie Tan, the first woman to win
the scholarship. Singapore fell shortly after the young couple returned
and they began their married life fleeing the daily carnage of bombings,

lootings and surprise arrests by the Japanese armed forces.

Once the Japanese occupied Singapore and Malaya, it became
clear that they did not have the wherewithal to support the populace.
Under a self sufficiency scheme jointly set up by the Overseas Chinese
Association (OCA) and the Japanese, a settlement for those of Chinese

descent was created in Endau, Johore.

It was in Endau where activities of the Malayan People’s Anti-
Japanese Army (MPAJA) segued into what H.B. would co-found the
Malayan Democratic Union (MDU) with Wu Tian Wang. The Endau

years were difficult ones as H.B., his wife Maggie and infant daughter
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struggled to stay alive at the subsistence level amid the dual threats of

watchful Japanese spies in their midst and the perils of the jungle.

Following the defeat and surrender of the Japanese, the MDU with
its forthright goal of Malaya independence began establishing itself as
a Pan-Malayan party. As its first Secretary, H.B. travelled throughout

Malaya setting up branches in different States.

In 1946 H.B. left Singapore ostensibly to read law at the Inns
of Court. His unspoken mission, however, in his own words was
to be a Malayan presence in Britain to plead the cause for Malayan
independence. He chose a journalistic path against British imperialism
in travels that took him through Europe and the Soviet Union. His
positions on British foreign policy were published for over thirty years

in The Malayan Monitor.

Scholars and political analysts have analyzed extensively on
the struggle between factions for the independence of Malaya and
Singapore. By the 1950s, the independence of Malaya became
enmeshed in intrigues and competing narratives of the Cold War. With
his history of leftwing views and anti-colonial position, H.B. Lim
became increasingly marginalized from the centers of power, and left
out of conversations that were to lead eventually to the independence
of Malaya. He was a man who seemingly had it all: He was an
extraordinarily handsome man, charismatic and intellectually brilliant.
In the end, however, he was to live out his life, exiled ironically, in
the land of those with whom he waged his unceasingly passionate
resistance—a voice in the wilderness as world politics moved on

without him.

Patricia Lim
California, USA
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“STRANGERS IN THE LAND”

A Play in Two Acts

by
MONA BRAND

Characters in order of appearance :

Seppleec. o b ommn R hgm CH'I-QU
Christine Warren SR R DAPHNE TARSEY
Joyce Streeter .. ks o . JENNY ALLAN
John Gifford ... .. .. ROGER WODDIS
Douglas Streeter .. w..  ARTHUR HOBSON
Roderick Howard ie JOHN DELEMORE
Mervyn Spencer ... e GORDON VERNON
Nan Price ... e ZELDA SOLOMONS
Dawn Spencer ... == W MARGOT GARBER
Basil Price ... . .. CHRIS BALL

The action takes place in the living room of a Planter's Bungalow
in Malaya in April, 1952,

SETTINGS AND COSTUMES BY BERNARD SARRON

Copy of Programme and Cast List of First-Night performance of
STRANGERS IN THE LAND at Unity Theatre, London, 1952

BRESE (FIA) TIOFEMKA LR R EMRAN T BBIER L, #4545
PHORFRAAEARMLRE—ANFHE L0ETEL, HRAA195254A
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Strangers

in the Land

by MONA BRAND

For Our
Mother Malaya

by LESLEY RICHARDSON

XF Lk Tk 5 S0y A S B
1. {(5¥%A) , Mona Brand4]4f (Mt FERIHAMRRA ) .
2. (& ELEE) , Lesley Richardsont] /%,
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EHFETREL (F)

KAE, 1992434, K&IUtassm AL s Z48a AR EF .
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“TEFTAPTH RS, e w] &3S SO 8 55 B9 EB A,
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XAFAE H AR AZH NS SR — KA, © 278 S PrE & e
ST, MH, SEEE AT EA . AEBE SR WIE . AT
ST, e [E A Y R AR TH TR R T B R . Pl (R Dok
N Wb EE, G, SR R . RTG53 25 A1 [ A
FRAMIE SR, SO Y ik i 5T We?

R TR AR, FRATL A A R 3 X RS Z B
WG ShAA TR T B BRI TCIE M FBrd 2 Tk PlEAE—IL
W= A=+HEH (BH) 38 (B HHEIRHR) (The Daily
Telegraph ) FJ—ih45, ANt Bemi— 44 ny gl e - B 4s s b R



$=3%: BULLEE, FILHE 239

( Captain William Stafford ) #i /5 76 S5 1 B SRS A ) A5 5% -
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THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION

— A DOCUMENTED REVIEW & COMMENT ON THE PROPOSALS —
& RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISION PUBLISHED
ON 20" FEBRUARY 1957.

ANY WRITTEN CONSTITUTION, given reasonably skilled draughtsmanship,
can be made to appear progressive and enlightening. No maker of written
constitutions — whatever his own political views — would consciously run
the risk of offering a patently reactionary constitution in an age when the
freedom of oppressed peoples has become a reality in many parts of the
world.

For the very reason that a certain degree of formal practice (of leaving
out more obviously retrograde principles and including more obviously
progressive ones) has developed in recent years, there is the danger of
drafting a constitution as a formal recital of rights, rather as an instrument of
guarantee for the fulfilment of a people’s rights and desires.

THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION OF THE MALAYAN FEDERATION which has just
been published, should be viewed from this standpoint if the discussions that
follow (and they are bound to be many and heated) are to proceed fruitfully.

(1) THE PEOPLE’S DEMAND & BRITAIN’S RESERVATIONS

BRITISH MILITARY GRIP — There is no doubt what the demands of the
great majority of the Malayan people are. They want complete national

independence and a constitution that will serve as an instrument of
guarantee that the essential components of national independence —
military, political, economic and cultural — shall be theirs to achieve.

The British Government, on its part, has been compelled to acknowledge
the validity of these demands. Nine years of unsuccessful military and
political campaign to check the surge of the Malayan national independence
movement has left the British Government with no other choices.

That is the explanation for the apparent paradox in which a British Labour
Government stands on record as the originator of the armed suppression and
of past colonialist constitutions in Malaya while the traditionally imperialist
Tories appear as its “liberator”.
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The moral is almost too obvious to state: That no government or combination
of governments by whatever name they operate can ever again deny the
colonial peoples their freedom.

However, although the Tory Government of Britain is realistic enough to
acknowledge this, it has by no means given up its colonialist designs in
Malaya.

BY STIPULATING BEFOREHAND that British and ‘Commonwealth’ troops,
bases, and installations will remain in Malaya after and despite Malaya’s

independence, the British Government continues to hold in its grip the first
and most important component of Malaya’s freedom. This fact represents
the most serious challenge and threat of continued colonialism which the
DRAFT CONSTITUTION professes to remove. (In a separate treaty, the ‘Mutual
Assistance Treaty’).

CASE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEE AGAINST MILITARY DOMINATION
— It may be argued that the DRAFT CONSTITUTION already provides the
proposed Malayan Parliament with powers to “make laws, including laws
having extra-territorial operation” (Article 67), and that these powers
could, by interpretation, be used to abrogate any treaties that are hostile or
unfavourable to Malaya’s interests.

Undoubtedly, such interpretation will be insisted upon by all Malayan
patriots, even if it is not intended by the DRAFT CONSTITUTION itself. That,
however, is beside the point. The important point is, that in all colonies
the occupying power assumes as of right that its unjustly acquired military

occupation of the colonies must continue. Sometimes, the fiction of
‘Commonwealth considerations’ is thrown in to make this assumption appear
more plausible.

In this way, a constitution that sets out to define the fundamental right of a
colony to national independence finds itself at the outset to be based on the
paramountcy of a fundamental wrong.

Thus, in Article 72 (1), although the general treaty-making powers of the
proposed new Parliament of Malaya appear to be assured, these powers are
immediately jeopardised by the following: -

“For the purpose of this Article —
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(a) A treaty of agreement or convention between the Queen or

the Government of the United Kingdom and another country

shall, if entered into on behalf of the (Malayan) Federation or

any part thereof before Merdeka Day (day of declaration of

independence, Malayan Federation, Aug., 1957), be deemed to
be a treaty, agreement or convention between the Federation

and that other country; and

(b) A decision taken by an international body and accepted by the

Government of the United Kingdom on behalf of the Federation

or any part thereof before Merdeka Day shall be deemed to

have been accepted by the Federal Government. (Our italics).

NATIONALLY & INTERNATIONALLY BOUND - It is abundantly clear from
the above that the British Government has written into a constitution

that professes to grant independence to Malaya all and any of the British
Government’s claims to uphold any treaty or convention imposed on the

whole or any part of Malaya at a time when Malaya was (as it still is) a colony!

Taken in terms of the main ‘treaties and conventions’ alone, the above claim
by the British Government means, as it is doubtless intended to mean, that
Malaya is to be bound nationally and internationally to the terms of the so-
called ‘Mutual Assistance Treaty’, the South-East Asia Treaty Organisation,
the so-called British & ‘Commonwealth’ Defence Council and strategy, and in
general, to “Britain’s international obligations in Asia”.

The Merdeka infant is, by the divine decree of British imperialism, to be
born and delivered not with a silver spoon in its mouth but with the mark of
slavery on its countenance and a gun at its head.

THE WHOLE OF ARTICLE 72 should be unconditionally thrown out, and the
inviolable right of the Malayan people through their freely elected Parliament
to abrogate all treaties and conventions that are incompatible with the
dignity and status of an independent Malaya should be firmly stated instead.

All treaties and convention which were made before Malaya achieves
independence must in any case be reviewed by the Malayan people through
their freely elected Parliament. This is a fundamental right and duty that is
intrinsic in the declaration of independence, and, therefore, cannot be
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omitted or watered down in the written constitution.

AS A GENERAL GUARANTEE that Malaya shall never again be a victim of
unequal treaties and other impositions by foreign powers, the unconditional
right of an independent Malaya to negotiate treaties and conventions as an
independent, sovereign state, in its own interest and on an equal footing with
any other country, needs to be clearly stated in the constitution.

2. MALAYAN TERRITORIES DEFINED

IT IS ALSO RIGHT AND NECESSARY that the DRAFT CONSTITUTION has at
long last decided to heed the Malayan people’s insistent demand for the
unification of their territories. The dismemberment of a small country (of
little over 50,000 sq. miles) into 14 bits and pieces — the direct result of
colonialism — is acknowledged to be incompatible with the evolution of
Malaya’s nationhood and independence.

Article 1 proposes that the nine ‘states’ (each with its own sultan -ed),
namely, Johore, Kedah, Kelantan, Negri Sembilan, Pahang, Perak, Perlis,
Selangor and Terengganu, together with the two ‘Settlements’ — Malacca and

Penang — shall be federated into “the Federation of Malaya” “immediately
before Merdeka Day”. [ed. note: Kelantan was mistakenly left out in the

original publication.]

No one can quarrel with that; and the note of urgency suggested by the
word, ‘immediately before Merdeka Day” will be particularly welcomed by
Malayans.

Similarly, the proposal to add “such other territories as may hereafter be
included” to the new Federation will win general support as a statement of

principle.

It is, however, regrettable that this part of the proposal goes no further
than that. The vitally important island of Singapore (Malaya’s biggest port,
entrepot, city, and strategic bastion) is not mentioned. While it is true that
Singapore is not specifically excluded and may, in the minds of the drafters,
even belong to the category of “such other territories as may hereafter be
included”, the crash and crackle of beating-about-the-bush can hardly fail to
be noticed.

LET THE TRUTH BE FACED: Singapore was separated from the rest of Malaya
in the first place by the British Government, against the better judgement and



Mm% 351

interests of the Malayan people, mainly for the purpose of turning Singapore
into Britain’s ‘unsinkable aircraft carrier’ in Asia. In the eyes of British
colonialism, a separated island such as Singapore that is dominated by Britain
would also serve as a first-class political and economic foil to an independent
mainland.

The division and partition of Malaya’s territories are in themselves, acts of
violation against the territorial integrity of the Malayan nation. Coupled with
the known intentions of British imperialism, these acts are condemned — as
they deserve to be — by all responsible Malayans.

The Proviso to Article 2 acknowledges well enough the paramountcy of the
proposed Malayan Parliament in deciding all questions pertaining to the
creation or inclusion of new states and adjustment of territorial boundaries.
All this, however, is mere re-statement of widely accepted general principles
and relates only to the unspecified future.

IT IS THE PRESENT VIOLATIONS THAT MUST BE REMEDIED FIRST. Otherwise,
the recital of the Malayan Parliament’s paramountcy remains no more than a
pious hope.

3. FUNDAMENTAL LIBERTIES

Articles 3 to 13 of the DRAFT CONSTITUTION define the fundamental liberties
of the person. The main essentials are there: the Rule & Enforcement
of Law (including important safeguards against unlawful arrests and
detention); prohibition against slavery and forced labour; the equality
of all citizens before the law; freedom of movement, speech, assembly,
organisation, religious beliefs; freedom to refuse any religious instruction
or (by implication) to profess any religion; the right of every citizen to equal
educational rights; safeguard of personal property.

The above-mentioned provisions, therefore, comprise powerful instruments
in the hands of the people which, rightly interpreted and used, will not only
strengthen the foundations of democracy in Malaya, but will eradicate the
overt and the latent evils of religious, racial, and political discrimination.

EMERGENCY REGULATIONS TO CONTINUE — There is, however, a serious
impediment to an early implementation of the above fundamental liberties.

It is to be found in Article 153 which states that the Emergency Regulations

“and all subsidiary legislation made thereunder” are to continue for one year
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after Medeka Day (August 1957), unless the Yang di-Pertuan Besar (head of
the new Federal Government) declares by Proclamation that the need for
such Regulations has ended.

If no such Proclamation is issued, and one year after Merdeka Day
has elapsed, the Emergency Regulations “and all subsidiary legislation
thereunder” shall be deemed to be of no effect unless “both Houses of
Parliament” renew them. Such renewal must be done by a resolution of both
Houses; and each renewal is for a maximum period of one year. The Yang di-
Pertuan Besar may, before the year is up, declare by Proclamation that these
regulations be ended.

INCONSISTENT WITH NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE — Taken a their purely
legal face-value, the above-mentioned proposals do not seem particularly

objectionable. But what is the issue here?

The DRAFT CONSTITUTION is not here dealing with general powers relating
to a state of emergency, nor to emergency regulations in principle. It is
dealing with the EMERGENCY REGULATIONS OF 1948 and those subsidiary
legislations “made thereunder”.

As is well known, these legislations were imposed in 1948 (and are still
maintained) FOR THE SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF VESTING SUMMARY POLITICAL &
MILITARY POWERS IN THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO ENABLE THE LATTER TO
MAINTAIN ITS HOLD ON MALAYA AGAINST THE ANTI-COLONIALIST ELEMENTS
IN MALAYA.

They were imposed, and are still being used, not only against Communists,
nor only those who are fighting back with arms, but (as is well known) against
liberals, nationalists, Muslims, Christians, trade unionists, women, students —
in fact all classes, social strata, groups and individuals who openly advocate
freedom.

FURTHERMORE, UNDER THOSE VERY POWERS, the British Government have
renewed, and hope to continue exercising, their claim to station troops in
Malaya against so-called ‘subversive’ elements — even after Malaya achieves
‘independence’.

Clearly, the Emergency Regulations of 1948 and their subsidiary legislation
are instruments of colonialism. As such, they can have no legitimate place in
a constitution which is supposed to embody the very spirit and letter of anti-
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colonialism, namely national independence.

The right to proclaim an Emergency is an undisputed part of state-power.
That is not the issue here.

The issue here is, whether or not to do away with something that has proved
to be a major component of colonial domination; and the answer of all who
really want Malay to be free must be: abolish it forthwith, or it will demolish
freedom.

4. CITIZENSHIP

The section of the DRAFT CONCTITUTION dealing with “Citizenship” (Articles
14 to 24) contains the usual set rules governing citizenship by birth and by
naturalisation. The only unusual feature — one with which Malayans can
agree — is the provision (Article 14, (1), (a)) that persons who had registered
under the provisions of the Federation of Malaya Agreement, 1948, shall
become Malayan citizens “by operation of law”. So also shall those Malayans
who in other ways had been deemed to have qualified as citizens before
“Merdeka Day” (August 1957).

For those who do not come under the above categories, the usual provisions
requiring age and residential qualifications apply. These qualifications are, on
the whole, not burdensome.

WHY “CITIZENSHIP”? — A point of long-term importance needs, however, to

be raised immediately; for it is one of those ‘long-term’ problems that can
have relatively swift repercussions.

It concerns the use throughout the DRAFT CONSTITUTION of the term,
‘Citizenship’ in preference to ‘Nationality’.

What is the practical difference, it may be asked.

The answer is, none at all — provided there are no collateral provisions which
materially affect the operation of the rights of ‘Citizenship’.

Unfortunately for Malayan, there is such a collateral provision — and one
which imports extremely serious problems. The question raised is, therefore,
not merely a choice of terms. The difference goes to the roots of the vexed
question of dual nationality. Its importance should be realised now.
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DUAL NATIONALITY

The choice of the term ‘Citizenship’ in the DRAFT CONSTITUTION is
intentional. The intention is, to include Malaya beforehand and automatically

within what is called “Commonwealth reciprocity”.

Article 142 (1) for instance, states: “Where the law in force in any part of the
Commonwealth confers upon citizens of the (Malayan) Federation any right
or privilege it shall be lawful, notwithstanding anything in this Constitution,
for (the Malayan) Parliament to confer a similar right upon citizens of that
part of the Commonwealth who are not citizens of the Federation”. (Our
italics).

It is to be noted, further, that “Commonwealth” includes the United
Kingdom, all colonies, mandated territories, etc. administered by a
“Commonwealth country”.

To make the whole thing even more intriguing, Article 24 provides that: -

“Every person who is a citizen of the (Malayan) Federation or of another
Commonwealth country, or of Eire, shall by virtue of that citizenship have the
status of a Commonwealth citizen and is for the purpose of this Constitution
referred to as ‘a Commonwealth citizen’”.

There we have the unfolding of the new-style Dead Sea scroll. The dogmas
and the doctrinaire pre-conceptions of ‘great nation’ ordinations are out in
full array, but this is no mere recitation of the past that has perished; it is a
rank attempt to impose an outworn, perishing system on living and emerging
nations.

It is also now clear that because of the preconceived and underlying intention
to impose a “Commonwealth citizenship” on all colonies and ex-colonies, the
term ‘Nationality’ (with its more positive emphasis on national sovereignty
and sovereign rights) is not preferred.

THE ODDS - It may be argued that since the ‘Commonwealth citizenship’ is
reciprocal among all Commonwealth countries, Malayan have little or nothing
to lose. That may be so on paper. But what do living facts show?

They show that the dominant ‘Commonwealth citizens’ — British, Australian,
Canadian, for instance — have in the past walked into the territories of the
junior ‘Commonwealth citizens’ and have helped themselves with special
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military, political, economic and social privileges. On the other hand, the
second-class ‘Commonwealth citizens’ from among Malayans, Fijians, Pitcairn
Islanders, etc., are not as a rule seen passing Emergency Regulations in
Westminster to keep the subversive natives of Britain in order; nor do they as
a rule own the major industries of Britain.

If, therefore, the acquisition of automatic citizenship by the big power
‘Commonwealth citizens’ in colonies and ex-colonies is implemented, there
is no doubt that the scales will be tipped heavily against the second-class
‘Commonwealth citizens’.

MALAYANS, once given the substance and the dignity of full nationals of their
own independent country, harbour no ambitions to acquire rights in other
peoples’ countries. They are happy enough to treat with all nations on a
footing of mutual respect for one another’s sovereign national rights.

CHINA, INDIA & INDONESIA HAVE MADE THEIR STAND CLEAR — Previous to
this question being raised in the DRAFT CONSTITUTION, British Government
spokesmen have repeatedly denied Malayan-born and Malayan-domiciled

persons of Chinese, Indian, or Indonesian parentage, the right to citizenship
rights in Malaya.

Their reason was, that these persons were claiming “dual nationality”; that is,
the nationality of Malaya and of the countries of their ancestral origin.

In recent years, the Government of China, India, and Indonesia have publicly
stated that the persons concerned must choose and abide by their choice. In
short, the charge of claiming “dual nationality” levelled against these persons
no longer stands.

ON THE OTHER HAND, it is the Government of Britain which now claims in
effect dual nationality not only for United Kingdom nationals, but nationals
from the other big Dominions as well.

COMMISSION’S SPECIAL PLEADING — The constitutional Commission headed
by Lord Reid, sets out its case for ‘Commonwealth citizenship’ on pages 19-21

of a separate Report published as an explanatory document of the proposed
constitution.

In this Report, the Commission argues as follows:

In Malaya, there are “very large numbers” of Chinese, Indians, Ceylonese,
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etc. who, by virtue of their previous British colonial subject status, and
presumably because of their desire to remain British, either do not want a
Malayan nationality or want the benefits of both a Malayan and a British
nationality.

In the Commission’s opinion, the desires of such persons would be met by
conferring on them ‘Commonwealth citizenship’.

The Commission insists that a person exercising “dual citizenship” under
the above-mentioned arrangement is in no danger of divided loyalty. “It is
well recognised in international law and custom that a person who has dual
citizenship owes undivided loyalty to the country in which he is resident.
(page 20).

The whole of this question revolves around the issue of “undivided loyalty”
(which in practice includes certain rights and important duties). The
Commission is quite right to argue its case on this premise.

However, its facts are wrong, and its citing of international law and custom
not strictly accurate. What are the facts?

The “very large numbers” of Malayans whom the Commission describe as
wanting to hold British and/or ‘Commonwealth citizen’ status in fact amount
to an infinitesimal proportion of the population. Statistics alone show that
some 90% of the population of Malaya are illiterate in English; and that,
far from being wedded to the British way of life and allegiances, regard
themselves as Malayans first, Asians in general terms, British in terms of
colonial domination, and ‘Commonwealth’ — never!

NOT A RACIAL ISSUE — They do so not on racialist grounds but for realistic
reasons. Malayans have been, since time immemorial, part of the

mainstream of Asian social evolution against which the comparatively recent
tidal wave of ‘Western’ imperialism has hurled its force. There has been
considerable impact of this clash. There has been partial disintegration of
social structures, a certain degree of assimilation of ‘Western’ outlook and
values.

If time had stood still for Asia, and if there were no resurgence of Asian
nations, there would still be a Malaya and Malayans that are objectively and
predominantly Asian, because it had never been, and it was never intended
to be, the practice of an imperialist power to subjugate a nation for the sake
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of raising that nation to be its equal. That is why Malaya — and all oppressed
nations — fights for national independence and will never stop struggling
until national independence is won. And what is ‘national independence’ if
a person does not have the full rights, perform the duties, and serve with
undivided loyalty as a national of his own independent country?

If therefore, there are Malayans who for reasons best known to themselves
wish to choose the privileges and duties of a British national, their choice is
obvious: they must take steps to be British nationals.

Conversely, British nationals and other ‘Commonwealth citizens’ from the
Dominions who, as the Commission advocates, harbour desires to partake
of the fruits of Malayan nationality but who at the same time want to owe

undivided loyalty to the respective countries of their origin, should be told:
Sorry, it cannot be done. At least not until the hoped-for great day when
all states will have withered away, when all men are brothers in equality.
Until then, the territorial, political, and economic sovereignty of states must
be respected by one another on the basis of non-interference, mutual co-
operation for mutual benefit.

By going against this, the Commission has seen fit to state a half-truth
concerning international law and custom. The law and custom do not, as
the Commission says, state that a person holding ‘dual citizenship’ (i.e., dual
nationality) must owe undivided loyalty to the country of his “residence”.
What it does say is, that all factors being equal, the final test is residence; and
that is a very different thing.

The practice of international law and the customary practice now generally
upheld is for the two countries and the person concerned in a dual nationality
to decide in a spirit of comity. All factors being equal, the choice of the
person concerned is paramount (assuming he is legally of age).

WELCOME, BUT ON A JUST BASIS — In place of the ‘dual citizenship’ proposed
in the Draft Constitution, a provision should be made for all who do not

qualify by birth or by operation of the law as Malayan nationals to apply
for naturalisation in the normal way. On this basis, Malayans will no doubt
welcome all sincere applicants who wish to become Malayan nationals — just
as perhaps the South African Government could be persuaded to accept
Asians and Africans to full nationality status if they so choose?
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WHY THE EMPHASIS ON SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS — We make no apologies
for dealing in such length with the substantial rights of the future Malayan

national. In a live, democratic constitution, substantial rights of the nationals
must prevail over structural forms. Only in this way can a people avail
themselves to the constitutional guarantees in practice for the benefit of the
nation and prevent the constitution from being a dead letter.

5. DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL RESOURCES

NATIONAL RESOURCES (including land) in the colonies have, for long been
the principal target of foreign exploitation. On a lesser scale, this practice
of sanctified plunder is duplicated among certain sections of the local
population themselves — in the manner of ‘big-fleas-and small-fleas’.

For this reason, Article 84 of the DRAFT CONSTITUTION is to be warmly
applauded. In this Article, the supreme right of the Federal Government to
acquire land and other resources for National Development is explicitly
defined. This right includes the power of the Yang di-Pertuan Besar (head
of the Federal Government) to declare by proclamation any specified area a
“development area”.

NATIONAL INTERESTS PREVAIL OVER LOCAL STATE CONSIDERATIONS — On
the question of development of the nation’s resources, Article 84 (1) provides

further, that on the proclamation of a “development area”, “...Parliament
shall have power to give effect to the development plan or any part thereof,

notwithstanding that any of the matters to which the plan relates are within

the exclusive legislative authority of a State”.

In view of the fact that Malaya comprises several states and is only beginning
to evolve as a transitional federal grouping of ‘states’, it is especially
important for the constitution to emphasise the overriding authority of the
Federal Parliament on all matters of national interest.

6. SPECIAL MALAY RIGHTS

There are adequate safeguards for the special rights of the Malays, such as
land reservation, educational and civil service training. These safeguards are
just, and do not intrude into the principle of non-discrimination because the
Malays have, for decades, been the most overwhelmingly reduced to mass
impoverishment by colonialism.

A plan and a period of graduated special rights aimed at assisting them to
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attain an all-round economic and social level — not on grounds of privilege,
but to enable them to partake fully in the common task of building the nation
—is essential during this transitional period.

7. STATE LANGUANGE

Malay is proposed as the official language. This provision is also right and
acceptable to the majority of Malayans.

However, the DRAFT CONSTITUTION should have specified that although the
Official language is to be Malay, Official documents and all written matter
relating to State affairs should not be printed in Malay alone.

Since 58% of the total population are non-Malays, it is necessary to provide
that all state documents and official communiques, etc., be written in
Malay, Chinese, an agreed Indian language (out of many), and English.
Such a provision is based not on chauvinistic grounds or on the subjective
preferences of any one community, but on the realities of the situation.
There is no point in setting up a Parliament as a public institution for mutual
misunderstanding.

For the same reason, although the DRAFT CONSTITUTION rightly
acknowledges that all the languages in current popular use in Malaya are
permissible in State and Federal administrations and in Parliament, it tends to
certain rigidity in trying to specify a time-limit for the eventual use of Malay
alone.

Such attempt to apply the slide-rule to a ‘quick-silver’ problem can only lead
to injurious tendencies. At this stage, it is best for Malaya’s national interest
to name the official language (as is already done), to permit the use of the
other main languages, and leave the rest of the problem to the good sense
and flexible adjustment of the Malayan people themselves. Malayans want to
shed light, not blood, on national languages and cultures.

8. STATE RELIGION

On the recommendation of Mr. Justice Abdul Hamid of Pakistan (one of the
members of the Constitutional Commission), Islam should be declared the
“State Religion” of Malaya. A section of the Alliance (of UMNO/MCA/MIC)
supports this proposal; but the Sultans (traditional Muslim Royalties) do not
agree.
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The majority of the Commission and of the Malayan people do not see the
need to declare a “State religion”. Such declaration is not in keeping with the
times, or with the situation in Malaya where the harmonious tolerance of
various religions and of agnosticism has developed from centuries of practical
mutual adjustment.

To declare at this stage of Malay’s maturity any one religion to be the “State
Religion” would be a retrograde step — even if, as suggested by Mr. Justice
Hamid, such declaration is specifically accompanied by an assurance that no
political, economic, or social discrimination or privilege is implied.

While this is not doubted, it remains true that in Malaya — and indeed, all
countries where diverse religions exist — a declaration of one religion as
the “State Religion” does tend in practice to produce a sectarian attitude in
people and a sense of intolerance in the very midst of avowed toleration.

A person who is religiously dogmatic enough to insist on a “State Religion”
cannot help but feel that he and ‘his’ religion are more ‘correct’ than the
fellow who does not ‘belong’ to the “State Religion”, even though both may
be “equal before the law”. That, in essence, is the harm of “State Religion”.

Mr. Justice Hamid lists a number of countries where “State Religions” are
specifically written into the constitution, in support of his case.

It is only fair to point out, however, that there are more, and increasing
numbers of countries which reject such practice.

What then is the just and common test?

The answer, embodied in the United Nations Charter and rightly, echoed in
the majority recommendations of the DRAFT CONSTITUTION. is: freedom for
all religious beliefs, freedom from compulsory indoctrination of religions, and
freedom not to hold any religious beliefs.

9. UNIVERSAL ADULT SUFFRAGE

FOR THE FIRST TIME in its history, Malaya is to have universal adult suffrage.
This is just reward for the Malayan people’s long struggle, and a timely
acknowledgment on the part of the British Government.

The DRAFT CONSTITUTION (Article 112) defines the right of every ‘citizen’
to vote who is not less than 21 years of age and who does not suffer the
generally accepted disabilities.
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In view of what has been said above on the question of ‘Citizenship’ and
‘Nationality’, and particularly the undesirability of ‘dual citizenship’, the terms
‘citizen’ and ‘citizenship’ should be amended to ‘National’ and Nationality’
throughout the Constitution. This, coupled with the suggested adoption of
a single nationality, will ensure that no ‘Commonwealth’ national shall, by
virtue merely of being a ‘Commonwealth’ national, be entitled to the vote in
Malaya.

10. THE MALAYAN PARLIAMENT

It is proposed by the DRAFT CONSTITUTION that Malaya shall have
a Parliament comprising two Houses: a Senate, and a House of
Representatives. (Article 38).

The Supreme Head of the Parliament shall be the Yang di-Pertuan Besar.

It is proposed that the House of Representatives shall consist of 100 fully

elected members. They are to be elected on a single constituency territorial

basis. The first election proposed will, however, be based on the existing 52
constituencies, so that the total number of the first House of Representatives
will be 104. Thereafter, an Election Commission will determine the
redistribution of constituencies, paying due regard to the number of
registered voters in each State and also the total population.

The Senate shall consist of 22 members elected by State legislative
Assemblies and 11 members nominated by the Yang di-Pertuan Besar — a
total of 33.

The relative powers of the Senate and the House of Representatives, as
defined in the DRAFT CONSTITUTION, may be summarised as follows:

- The House of Representatives is the supreme legislative body. A bill passed
by the House of Representatives must, however, be submitted to the Senate.
If the Senate refuses to pass the bill, 12 months must elapse before the
House of Representatives can, by resolution, declare that it becomes law and
be submitted to the Yang di-Pertuan Besar for his assent. (In the case of a
Money Bill, the delay should not exceed 21 days).

- A Bill for amendment of the Constitution adopted by the Senate cannot be
overruled by the House of Representatives.

NEED FOR MORE THOUGHT — The above proposals of the Commission are,
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in general, appropriate to the present situation in Malaya. It is recognised
that small though Malay ais in size and in population, a federal form of
government is hardly avoidable, in view of the legacy of multiple states
inherited from the past. However, precisely for this reason, it needs to
be argued that the federal form of Government as proposed should be
developed only as a transitional ‘bridge’ between present needs and future
requirements.

Allowing for the fact that much of the proposed federal form of Government
can be changed for the better with practice and experience of actual
conditions, the fact remains that the various supreme powers of the Yang di-
Pertuan Besar as defined in the DRAFT CONSTITUTION — including the power
to dissolve Parliament and to proclaim an Emergency — do not seem to be
subject to any parliamentary restraint and safeguards.

The power of the Senate to override the House of Representatives on
guestions concerning amendments to the Constitution is, for similar reasons,
open to further thought. This is particularly important in view of the fact
that 11 out of 33 members of the Senate are to be appointed by the Yang di-
Pertuan Besar.

SUMMARY

In summarising the above comment, the following observations could
perhaps be specially noted: -

1. THE TOTAL ABSENCE OF ANY MALAYAN on the drafting Commission
is regrettable. While the ability and intentions of the Commonwealth
representatives on the Commission are not in doubt, it is only too apparent
that much of the weaknesses of the proposed constitution spring from
insufficient grasp of local conditions and factors. While it is true that the
Commission did, in the course of its findings, interview 118 organisations
and individuals, such interviews cannot amount to the same thing as an
organised, working representation from the people.

2. THE MAIN WEAKNESSES of the proposals are still those which spring from
the British Government’s pressure to retain the privileged positions which it
acquired under colonialism; for example, Britain’s continued military grip.

3. THE MANY ITEMS that are progressive and generally in keeping with the
desires of the Malayan people — such as universal adult suffrage, freedom
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of movement, expression, organisation, etc., - are welcome, and can be
used to develop still more the progress of the Malayan people towards full
independence and democracy.

4. AS PART OF THE IMMEDIATE STEPS in that direction, the Malayan people
must be given the opportunity to discuss, debate, and make further proposals
to, the DRAFT CONSTITUTION. This is very necessary in view of the important
colonialist strictures that remain (some of which have been pointed out in the
above comment), and especially the continuation of the war by Britain.

5. BEFORE THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION takes its final form, it is hoped that
the highly involved and technical phraseology be deleted, and a much more
workaday language be used. A Constitution designed for the people should,
after all, be readily understood by the people; and in this, Malaya has the
opportunity to set a healthy example.

SINGAPORE DELEGATION FOR LONDON

Another delegation from Singapore is due to arrive in London on March 11th.,
to continue talks with the British Government on the future constitution of
Singapore. It is reported that the agenda for the talks has already been fixed.

The delegation which is to be led by Mr. Lim Yew Hock (Chief Minister of
Singapore), will include representatives from the Labour Front, the Liberal-
Socialists, the Alliance (of UMNO/MCA/MIC), and the People’s Action Party.
Though representative in form, this delegation will be conspicuous for the
absence of representatives of militant political and trade union opinion.
Many of these have been previously arrested, imprisoned, deported, or in
other ways subjected to restrictions. Most prominent among these victims is
Mr. Lim Chin Siong, General Secretary of the Shop & Factory Workers’ Union
and assistant Secretary of the People’s Action Party.

50,000-STRONG SHOP & FACTORY UNION BANNED

The 50,000-strong Singapore Shop & Factory Workers’ Union has been
banned this month (February) by the Singapore authorities. Although it has
been functioning lawfully as a registered union under the Singapore Trade
Union Ordinance, the Union had been under heavy fire from the British
and the Singapore colonial authorities for its militant stand on behalf of its
workers’ rights and its consistent anti-colonial policy.

OFFICIALS SEIZED & HELD — During the Singapore repressions in September/
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November last year, the Union’s main premises were invaded by police,
and many of its leaders were seized — among them, Mr. Lim Chin Siong, its
General Secretary who is also a member of the Legislative Assembly and
Assistant Secretary of the People’s Action Party.

Some of the leaders are reported to have been among those deported (see
item below). Mr. Lim Chin Siong is reported to be imprisoned in Singapore.
No proper charge or trial has accompanied any of these repressions.

152 DEPORTED

A total of 152 persons were arbitrarily deported by the British and Singapore
authorities to China during this month (February). Under the Banishment
Ordinance, no charge or trial is deemed necessary for a deportation order
to be carried out. The above-mentioned victims were summarily labelled
‘subversive elements’.

New China News Agency (London, 21st February) reports that the deportees

reached China on 19th February and are being welcomed and cared for.
The Agency states that since November 1950, the Kwangtung Provincial
Committee of Overseas Affairs has received 19,000 overseas Chinese unjustly
deported from Malaya by the British colonial authorities.

STUDENTS’ FEDERATION REFUSED REGISTRATION

Malaya’s largest and most influential student body — the Pan-Malayan
Students’ Federation — has been refused registration by the Malayan

authorities. This is despite the fact that the Federation has been properly
constituted and has carried on its activities lawfully for a number of years. No
official reason is given for the government’s action.

However, it is widely known that the British colonial authorities have, in
recent months, become increasingly hostile towards the Federation because
of the latter’s independent policy and its decision to participate in a recent
Asian-African Conference in Indonesia.

Another ‘crime’ written against the Federation may well be that, at a cultural
festival organised by the students, the British national anthem was not
played.

WORKERS DEMAND : ABOLISH ALL REPRESSIVE REGULATIONS

Representatives of 16 trade union organisations in Singapore sent a letter
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to the Chief Minister, Mr. Lim Yew Hock, on 15th February, urging him and
the Singapore authorities to fulfil their electioneering pledge to remove all
repressive legislations. The letter particularly condemned the deportation of
trade unionists (see above) and the summary powers exercised against the
workers and trade union movement.

CHINESE CLASSICS & SHAKESPEARE BANNED

Widespread protests by public libraries, students, booksellers have resulted
from the decision of the Malayan Federation authorities to ban publications
by 29 Chinese publishers. Among the banned publications are the well-known
Chinese classics “The Three Kingdoms” and a translation of Shakespeare.

MORE U.S. & BRITISH MILITARY PRESSURE ON MALAYA & S.E.ASIA

DULLES FOR SEATO TALKS — The next meeting of the S.E.A.T.O. Council of
Ministers is scheduled to be held in Canberra, Australia from 11th to 13th
March 1957.

An Associated Press report (Washington 12th February) states that U.S.
Secretary of State, Mr. J. Foster Dulles is likely to attend.

BRITISH SEATO BASE IN BORNEQ — Britain, which together with the USA form
the main pillars of the aggressive S.E.A.T.O., has coupled its forcible military

occupation of Malaya “even after Malaya’s independence” with the building
of new military bases in Tawao (British North Borneo). This month (February),
the Indonesian Governor of the Indonesian territory of East Kalimantan has
protested against the British Government’s action in setting up the military
base in Tawao and in training Indonesian youths.

Australian forces at present in Malaya, are also being increased.

U.S.A. WANTS MORE INVESTMENT IN MALAYA

The U.S. Consul-General in Singapore has announced that a U.S. trade mission
will visit Malaya on 18th March and will stay till 8th April. Commenting on
the visit, the consul-General said that the purpose of the mission was to
“investigate the possibility of increasing two-way trade between Malaya
and America and examine the opportunities for further U.S. investment in

this country”. The delegation will be led by “an official of the Department of
Commerce”. (Financial Times 7th February).
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MALAYA’S TRADE WITH USSR & CHINA UP

Official figures published in Malaya show that, Malaya’s trade with Britain for
1956 totalled $(M)1,442.3 million (£168,268,000). This represented 17% of
Malaya’s total external trade (as compared with 18% in 1955).

Exports to USA last year totaled $(M)629.3 million (£73,416,666), as against
S$(M)723.4 million (£84,396,666) in 1955. This represents a drop of 26%.

Imports from Britain in 1956 amounted to $(M)756.6 million (£88,270,000),
as compared with $(M)690.5 million (£80,558,333) in 1955.

Imports from the USA in 1956 totaled $(M)187.7 million (£21,898,333) as
compared with $(M)148.7 million (£16,848,333) in 1955.

“MOST SPECTACULAR JUMP” — West Germany retained its position for the
second consecutive year as the fifth largest customer of Malaya, and France

sixth. “The most spectacular jump”, comments the Financial Times (4%
February) was in Malaya’s trade with the Soviet Union, due to the latter’s
resumed direct buying of rubber from Malaya. Exports to the Soviet Union
totaled $(M)35.3 million (£4,118,333) in 1956, as compared with $(M)1.3
million (£151,666) in 1955.

SUPPORT FOR MORE TRADE, RECOGNITION OF CHINA

More trade with China has been urged by Mr. Soon Cheng Sun, president of
the North Malaya Asiatic Rubber Planter’s Association (Reuter, 29%" January

1957). Mr. Soon stated that China provides a large potential for Malaya’s
rubber, and he urged Malayan rubber interests to take note of this in view of
the USA’s increased use of synthetic rubber in 1956.

LABOUR PARTY SUPPORTS RECOGNITION OF CHINA - On attaining
independence, Malaya should recognise the People’s Republic of China, said

the General Secretary of the Pan-Malayan Labour Party, Mr. Tan Pok Kan, in a
statement to the press on 24" January 1957. Mr. Tan pointed out that Britain
had already recognised China. It would be in Malaya’s economic interest, he
added, if close contacts with China could be built up.

PROPOSED MALAYA’S 5-YEAR PLAN THREATENED BY ARMS SPENDING

The proposed 5-year “development plan” which was one of the subjects of
negotiation between the Malayan Federation Government and Britain in
January this year, is threatened by ‘lack’ of funds.
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The total capital cost, estimated at $(M)1,358 million — about £170 million —
may not now be met as the result of (a) Britain’s own economic difficulties
and (b) the increasing toll of military spending imposed on Malaya by the
British and ‘Commonwealth’ Governments.

It is reported that the Tengku Rahman Government of the Malayan
Federation may be tempted to borrow from the International Bank and other
outside sources. Reuter (25" February) reports that the estimated gap in the
development finances amounts to about $(M)231 million.

‘DIVIDE-AND-RULE’ STARTS ECONOMIC ‘WARFARE’ AMONG MALAYANS

One of the immediate evils of the British colonialist policy of dividing Singapore
from the rest of Malaya, against which responsible Malayans have continuously
warned for the past eleven years, has now become a tragic reality.

INDUSTRIES DECAPITATED; 30,000 FACE THE SACK — By playing one against
the other, the British Government has now succeeded in persuading the

Malayan Federation authorities to treat Singapore as a “foreign” country
(!) on questions concerning trade. (No doubt, political and other rifts would
follow if this trend is allowed to continue).

A statement by the Malayan Federation Finance Minister, Mr. H.S. Lee
(Singapore, 1% February, also quoted in the Straits Budget, 7" February),
makes it clear that the ‘tariff war’ started by the Malayan Federation
authorities in 1954 against Singapore is being intensified. More than that,
“Col. H.S. Lee, the Federation Finance Minister, said recently that Singapore
goods imported into the (Malayan) Federation would be treated as those

from foreign countries”. (Our italics).

Many items locally manufactured in Singapore, such as rubber shoes, soap,
latex, leather goods, cigarettes, have been subjected to increased duties by
the Malayan Federation authorities.

As a result, a number of Singapore’s locally owned industries are threatened
with closure. Leading Singapore industrialists estimate that some 30,000
employees in Singapore’s manufacturing industries are facing a real danger of
unemployment.

TWO WRONGS DO NOT MAKE A RIGHT — Both the Malayan Federation
authorities and those in Singapore are, unfortunately taking a short-sighted

view of the matter. The former tend to take the attitude that the Malayan
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Federation can afford to ignore Singapore’s protest by relying on their own
industries. Singapore authorities, on their part, try to retort by discriminating
against goods from the Federation. As a result, both play into the hands of
the colonialists, and such ‘favoured’ exporters as the USA.

This confusion has arisen directly from the separatist outlook and practice
fostered and maintained by the British Government. The problem can never
be solved satisfactorily for Malay as a whole until the territorial, political,
and economic merger of the two separated territories is carried out. On that
basis, an all-Malayan programme of industrial development can be amicable
discussed and adopted by Malayans themselves. When this is assured, an all-
Malayan tariff policy on non-Malayan (i.e. the really foreign) goods should be
adopted.

As it is, Malay is faced with a dangerously topsy-turvy situation in which its
own goods manufactured in Singapore are being discriminated against as
more ‘foreign’ than the foreign imports; for, although in theory Singapore
goods are taxed on the same footing as foreign imports, the latter (especially
imports from the USA and West Germany) enjoy the added advantage of
being heavily backed by their respective government export-subsidies. In this
way, foreign goods often sell more cheaply.

AUSTRALIAN BOSSES SACK 200 MALAYAN MINERS

200 Malayan mineworkers who have been on strike for better pay during
the past three months, have been sacked by their employers (the Australian-
owned Bukit Koman gold mining company in Pahang State).

ORDERED TO QUIT QUARTERS — An ultimatum was also served on the
workers ordering them to quit their quarters by 1 February. So far, only one

worker has left his quarters. The workers have no alternative dwelling to go
to.

“WILL RESIST” — The organising secretary of the Malayan Mining Employees’
Union has announced that the Union “will resist” in court the eviction order
of the employers.

ARMY CLERKS PROTEST AGAINST DISMISSAL

100 clerks employed by the Malayan Federation Army establishment at Port
Dickson (in the state of Negri Sembilan) decided this month (February) to
stage a protest against their dismissal.
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BLACK ARM-BANDS — The clerks decided to wear black armbands during their
protest demonstration. Their organisation — the Government Temporary

Officers’” Union officially backed them, and negotiations with the Army
authorities have started. (The clerks were served with dismissal notices when
they asked for more pay).

SINGAPORE’S ECONOMIC AILMENTS

Annual Reports on British occupied colonies are notoriously bulky, slick,
uninformative, and late. The latest Report on Singapore, published in 1957,
compiled in 1956, and relating to 1955, is no exception. The few socially
significant data that emerge from the mass of irrelevant material do,
however, throw some light on the economic and social plight of a typically
colonialist economy.

ALARMED BY POPULATION INCREASE — The Report is visibly alarmed by the
rate of Singapore’s population increase. Based on the mid-1955 population,

the rate of “natural” increase (i.e. excluding increases by immigration) was
39.03 per 1,000.

This is certainly one of the highest in the world.

During the same period, the density of population for the whole island
was some 4,000 per square mile; but since most of the population were
congregated in the built-up area, a density of 10,000 to 30,000 per sq. mile was
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not uncommon. In addition to the “natural” increases, some 40,000 residents

on the mainland had moved into Singapore between 1949 and 1955.
It is calculated that by 1972, Singapore’s population would reach 2 million.

EMPLOYMENT PROBLEM — The annual increase in the number of persons of
working age was estimated at 16,000. The need for jobs has not been met.

In fact, the 1955 figures show a drop in the number of gainfully employed
persons. The total of manual workers in industry fell to 118,000. Of this, as
much as one-fifth were employed by British armed services; and thereby
hangs a tale.

Singapore has been increasingly built up by the British colonialists as a naval,
military, and air base between 1949 and 1955, and the process continues.
The unproductive nature of Singapore’s colonial economy has therefore,
been aggravated by the top-heavy concentration on military expenditure and
establishments.
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275 STRIKES IN A YEAR — Low wages (some indication of which was given in

the month of January 1957) and bad general conditions affected all sectors of
employment (public, military, and private).

A total of 275 strikes were recorded for the year 1955 — many of which, the
Report might have added — were met by police and even troop action.

SWOLLEN SLUMS — With rapid increase in population, unemployment, and

acutely low wages, Singapore’s slums have become larger. As the Report
obliquely admits, this serious problem is far from being under control, let
alone solved.

On the basis of recent slum-clearance committee estimates, some $(M)40
million - £4.6 million — is needed annually to tackle the problem. But the sum
is not available.

The money has, of course, been drained away not only by the usual foreign
interests and governmental tributes to Britain, but also by Singapore’s
heavy contribution (amount unspecified) towards the British military
establishments, and by “internal security” expenditure. On average, the last-
named item alone amounts to $(M)36 million a year. Nine years of waste on

this single item alone amounts to $(M)324 million — enough to rebuild the
whole city and suburbs of Singapore and to wipe out all existing slums.

How much more would be saved for the welfare of the Singapore people if all
other burdens of colonialism were removed?

20,000 MORE EACH YEAR WITHOUT PRIMARY SCHOOLING — The children
of Singapore are not, as the Report implies, a problem and a nuisance; but

colonialist morals and values are such that the relatively simple task of
providing even primary schooling for Singapore’s children has never been
adequately carried out. Because the foundations for this task have never
been laid according to the needs of the population, the problem of “too many
children chasing too few schools” has become cumulative. As the Report
shows, every year, 20,000 additional children fail to get primary schooling.
Here then, is the expanding pool of enforced mass illiteracy, unemployment,
and at best, cheap unskilled labour.

ANY MATERIAL IN THE MALAYAN MONITOR MAY BE QUOTED.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT IS NOT OBLIGATORY.
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