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What is a healthy church? Why does it matter?

A healthy church…
● Takes God at his word
● Guards and grows the gospel
● Practises biblical leadership
● Practises meaningful membership
● Helps Christians grow
● Prays and goes

I. Expositional Preaching

What is expositional preaching?

Nehemiah 8:1-8

A simple definition of expositional preaching: Preaching that takes for the point of
a sermon the point of a particular passage.

Isaiah 55:10-11

2 Timothy 3:15-17

Why expositional preaching matters

God’s word is central

● God’s word brings life

Genesis 1:26

Genesis 12:1-2
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Exodus 19:3-6

Cf. Genesis 3:1-5; 2 Kings 17:14-15

Ezekiel 37:1-10

John 1:1, 14-18; Romans 10:17

● God’s word sanctifies

John 17:17

Ephesians 5:25-27

II. Gospel Doctrine

Where did we come from?

Genesis 2:1-3

Who are we?

Psalm 8:3-6

What is wrong with us?

Romans 3:9-20

What is the remedy?

Romans 3:21-26

Ephesians 2:11-22

Where are we going?

1 Corinthians 15:44-49
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Why the truth matters

Romans 1:8-17; 16:25

Titus 2:11-14

Coming up next:

18 Feb: Guards and grows the gospel

3 Mar: Practices biblical leadership
 
24 Mar: Practices meaningful membership
 
14 Apr: Helps Christians grow
 
21 Apr: Prays and goes

Further Reading

● Nine Marks of a Healthy Church by Mark Dever
● Expositional Preaching: How We Speak God’s Word Today by David Helm
● Knowing God by J. I. Packer
● Sound Doctrine: How a Church Grows in the Love and Holiness of God by

Bobby Jamieson
● Biblical Theology: How the Church Faithfully Teaches the Gospel by Nick

Roark and Robert Cline
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