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Copyright 1954 by Paschal N. Strong From BOYS' LIFE published
by Boy Scouts of America Reprinted by permission of Paschal
N. Strong : -

The Battle of King's Mountain _
Copyright 1943, ¢ 1953 by Jim Kjelgaard From REBEL STEGE

. The Oath of Culloden

by Paschal N. Strong From BOY' LIFE, is in public domain
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Copyright 1936, by Walter D. Edmonds
Copyright renewed c1964 by Walter D.
Edmonds

From DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK

The Bookman

Copyright 1945 by Howard Fast |
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Reprinted by permission of Paul R. Reynolds

¢ /))

rs -\\ !
&~



6.

4

A Man from Fort Necessity
Copyright 1939 by Stephen Vincent Benet
Copyright renewed ¢ 1966 by Thomas C. Benet,
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Bells of Freedom
By Paschal N. Strong

Colonel Tarleton didn't know who I was, of course, or I wouldn't
have been his favorite stableboy. He'd have hanged me, most likely. He
didn't know that his redcoats, after they captured Charleston, had burned
my folks' place upriver. But mostly he didn't know that my Pa was in the
swamps with General Francis Marion.

The Swamp Fox, as Colonel Tarleton called him, didn't have any ‘
troops to speak of. But he'd hide in the swamps and sometimes send out

.asignal for two or three dozen men to join him with their horses. Then
they'd dash out to nip Tarleton here, and slice him there, and then fade
back into the swamps again.

. General Marion needed eyes everywhere and he had them. Colonel

Tarleton would be mighty surprised if he knew I was one of them. I guess
he figured nobody as skinny and freckled as I was could bother his cav-
alry troopers much. He had taken a liking to me when his horse gotloose
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one night and I had found it and brought it back to him. He'd be right
surprised if he knew I was the one who untethered it to begin with. Any-
way, he liked me the same way he liked his hound dogs - something he
could pet when he felt good, and kick when he got mad. But I didn't
forget the sorrow he had brought to Charleston. General Marion didn't
send me there to forget.

That's why I listened sharp when a captain and a major rode into the
stables from Georgetown, up the coast. Tarleton was about to go for his
moming ride, and I had just brought around his big black charger.

The captain and the major dismounted and I held their horses while
they talked.

"The Fox is coming out of the swamp" said the major.

"Are you sure?" Tarleton demanded.

"Positive," said the captain. "] have a Loyalist farmer who sometimes
rides with Marion. He brings me news. There's a plan afoot for a rebel
demonstration on the Fourth of July."

"Why the Fourth of July?" asked Tarleton.

"Have you forgotten, sir? That's the fourth anniversary of the signing
of their rebellious document, the Declaration of Independence."

Tarleton laughed. "There'll never be another celebration of that day.
We have Carolina at our feet, and soon Comwallis will bring Washington's
ragged mob to heel. But come, sir, tell me more of the Fox."

" He knows he must do something spectacular to keep alive the flame
of rebellion. He has sent our word to all towns and villages that the bells
shall ring on the Fourth of July even though we station troops in every
belfry."

Tarleton's face hardened. "We'll know how to handle that. Belﬁig§
make good gallows for rebels. But you said Marion was coming out of the
swamp." &

O
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"Aye, sir that he is. He plans to entfﬂ‘ Georgetown With his my, 29
ter our troops there and personally ring the bel]g_ He was b nr:;n, g
abouts, I believe. He hopes tomake those bells the symbo] of de g g
Independence Day."

"I'll make it another symbol!" muttered Tarleton. "Who is this I_oyalist
farmer who brought you the news?"

" His name is Blackshear. He serves us while we pay him."

" Then pay him well - and send him back to the swamp. We must
know more, so we can set a trap."

The major smiled in anticipation.

"You will be there, sir?"

"Aye," laughed Tarleton. "I shall be there with enough troops to skin
the Fox. But no word of this to anyone."

The captain looked hard at me, but Tarleton laughed. "The oy has

proved his loyalty to the King's shilling, Now come to my quarters, and
we will lay our plans. There is but a week until the Fourth." He nodded
curtly to me. "Lead Black Star round the market place forexercise," he
ordered. :
But I figured Black Star needed more exercise thanthat; so Itook
him to the fish wharves and bought a mackerel for the stablemess. Afterl
talked to Old Jock, the fisherman, he reckoned he'd go upriver that after-
noon, to where the pine swamps come down to the tidewater.

We stableboys were mighty fond of fish, and I had to go back to the
fish wharves the next day. Old Jock took a long time to find just ther ght
mackerel and wrap it up.

"This 'un's too small,".he said. " Hows Tarleton going ¢, George town?"

"By ship. He figures if he takes his troops Overland. Mari B o3 ‘{m
out." ’ Wil find

"Now here's a right smart mackerel. What Shipon

Q&



o6 o8 onud

"The Maid O'Malone - that West Indies merchantman tied up near
the Battery. There's no cannon aboard her.

She's due to leave anyway on the morning tide of July second. Tarleton
will load his troops secretly the night before."

"Now here's one just the right size. Maybe Tarleton ain't so smart.
He'll get to Georgetown Bay all right, but like as not he'll run into the night
calm there."

"He thought of that. He's sent word to Georgetown to have a lot of
bateaux ready with a pilot. They’re to meet him down bay at midnight and
towhimin."

"Well, Well; Now here's your fish."

Istuck the mackerel in the saddle bag. "General Marion will be care-
ful about Blackshear - and he won't try to ring the bells at Georgetown,
will he? Tarleton is taking the three hundred troopers. I never saw the
general with more'n sévenly men at any one time."

"The gin'ral figures the Fourth o' July is a kinda special day, grunted
Old Jock. "He don't want the people to forget it." '

AsIrode back, I worried. I couldn't forget my Pa was with the gen-

 eral, everywhere he went. I looked at the Maid O' Malone down by the
Battery and worried some more.

A pack of small boys threw stones at me as I approached Tarleton's
quarters. "Freckle faced Tory!" they shouted. It sort of hurt, espemally as
I'had to call ‘em names, too.

As time went by, my worry grew. On the first of July a Geﬂrgetown
trooper came in. He had a farmer with him-Blackshear. Tarleton took
Blackshear into his quarters for a long talk. Usually I could manage to

-hear something, but this time I couldn't. When they came out, Tarleton
looked mighty pleased. e
"Do you think Black Star can stand aseatrip?" he asked me
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My heart jumped. If he was taking Black Star, I'd go too. "Yes, sir," I
said, so fastthat Tarleton laughed. .

" A lot you know about it, boy. But tell the captain of the Maid O'
Malone to load him aboard tonight. You come along and look to his fod-
der."

I knew why Tarleton wanted Black Star. He wanted to prance around
Georgetown on the charger after he had captured the Swamp Fox.

Suppose General Marion hadn't got my warning about Blackshear.
He'd be walking right into the trap!

That afternoon Old Jock came around to peddle fish. "The bells will

1 ring" he whispered to me "everywhere!"
- InGeorgetown, too?" I asked.

"Aye, in Georgetown." '

I told him about Blackshear's visit. He shook his head but said noth-
ing, _
_ A dying moon rose over the bay when we loaded that night, and the

town was as quiet as black velvet. The troops came aboard in small
- groups, like ghosts. Black Star and I shared a stall in the ship's waist.
There was just enough breeze to keep the sails billowed out as we dropped
- down the bay. When we reached the open sea, Tarleton came on deck
and gave Black Star a bit of sugar.

"Keep all the stall clean," he told me. "It'll be a fine place to keep the
Swamp Fox when we bring him back."

I was glad he couldn't see my face in the dark.

All that day and the next we stood off the coast, just out of sight of
Georgetown Bay. The troopers were allowed on the deck, and my heart
was heavy as I counted them. They were talking brave talk of what they'd
do to the Swamp Fox when they got ashore. I kept my ears open and
leamed of Tarleton's plans, but there was no way to get wq@-‘r—.th Old

s
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Jock.

Tarleton had learned from Blackshear that General Marion was going
to slip into Georgetown an hour after daybreak on the Fourth. He would
come in by the Old Plank Road, overcome the small redcoat garrison,
and give the people a rousing celebration of Independence Day. Tarleton's
plan was to reach town an hour ahead of Marion and conceal his three
hundred troopers. He would let the town's outposts be overrun by Marion,
and then, when the Fox and his men galloped into town, he would spring
the trap and capture them. I was so worried I could hardly care for Black
Star.

On the evening of the third, we picked up the night breeze and ghosted

nto Georgetown Bay. The breeze left us near midnight, and the lookouts
Strained their eyes for the signal lights of the bateaux that were to meet us
and pull us in. One by one the lights of Georgetown went out; and there
we were, drifting in with the rising tide.

Then a light shone out of the darkness and we heard a hail. I was on
the forecastle, and finally I made out a half-dozen large bateaux. Six men
with long oars sat in each of them. We took one of the men aboard, and
out sailors passed a hawser down to the bateaux. Soon they were towing '
out large ship. |

Tarleton and the captain came up to the forecastle, to talk to the
stranger. " Is there a good pilot in the lead boat?" asked the captain. "I
don't want to ground on the sand bars."

"Aye sir, that there is." replied the newcomer.

I gripped the rail to keep from shouting out. Only one man in the
world had that voice. I slowly turned around to look at my Pa, and fora
second our eyes met. &

"If things suit ve, I'll slide down the hawser and get back to mynar
Pa said to the captain.

i
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"Get back. But mind you menstay clear of the sand pars » _
As my Pa slipped by me, he gave an elbow in the ribs; then he went

down the hawser, hand over hand. My thoughts spun round like squirrels

in a cage. If Pa was up ahead in those boats, General Marion must be
there, too. And they were towing Tarleton into Georgetown!

An hour, two hours, three hours went by. The tide was ebbing now,
but the town was close. I heard the call of a sentry across the quiet night.
Then I heard the soft crunch of keel against the sand. We were on a sand
bar and the tide was falling!

Shouts of dismay rose from the ship. But I was going to be with Marion
this Fourth of July! I dived overboard and struck out for the nearest boat.
"Wait for me!" I shouted. Soon a man pulled me on board the bateaux,
and I heard my Pa chuckling in the dark.

" I thought you might come. But the General doesn't like it. You're of
more value with Tarleton."

Yes, sir, there was General Marion right next to me. And that wasn't
all. In the bottom of the boat, gagged and trussed were six redcoats. They
looked as mad as roosters with wet feathers.

"Lines all clear, General," someone said.

"Flash the signal forward," said the General, and my Pa pulled a black
cloth from a lantern and waved the light.

"Now, pull for your lives," ordered General Marion. "When Tarleton
finds what is up, he'll signal the town."

Our men pulled until I thought the oars would break. The men in the
other bateaux did the same, and the shouting and clamor of the ship sounded
fainter and fainter. Then a musketry volley cracked the night and I ducked.

Another volley, and another. "That's the alarm," said General Mation.
"The redcoat garrison at Georgetown doesn'tknow what's happened, but
they're being alerted. We may have fireworks before our be| ringing, lads."
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He tumed to me. "How many small boats on the ship?"

"Just a couple of gigs and a long boat for the crew, sir."

"Good. They can't send enough soldiers ashore at one time to bother
us. You did good work, boy."

"I was worried, sir. Blackshear came to Charleston and-"

" I know. He told Tarleton my plans. Only, they weren't my real plans.
He didn't know them. Harkee, son. There's a touch of dawn in the east.

There'll be glory in the sky today- and such sounds as will ring forth
through America."

Cree-unk! went the oarlocks. Spurlash! went the oars. And on went
the bateaux as the darkness turned into light. General Marion conferred
with my Pa.

"We've captured two dozen of their garrison. There are two dozen
more at their outposts. So there are just a dozen left in the town."

"I figure likewise. If our mounted men engage the outposts as you
plan"

"They will. As soon as they hear the bells." He thought a moment.
"We'll go straight to the landing. If the redcoats there stand fur afight, we'll
rush them."

"Just show your face, General, and you'll see their heels."

"I hope so. I want no bloodshed today. Pull, men. I want our boat to
be the first to touch!"

As we edged into the lead, there was enough light to see the wharves
and the river street. I saw two or three soldiers running and heard a drum
sending out a rolling tattoo. Shutters opened, and curious citizens looked
out. I picked up a musket from one of the bound redcoats and looked to -
the priming. If there was fighting, I could shoot with the best. o

Now we were but a hundred yards from the landing. A dozen Bntlsh
soldiers were milling around in confusion. I guess they didn't q\u_ite know
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who we were or what had happened.

Fifty yards from shore. Twenty five! Now each of us braced for the
grounding, and prepared to rush the redcoats. General Marion stood up
in the bow of the bateaux and flung away the cloak that hid his uniform.

"It's the Swamp Fox!" shouted a redcoat. No more was needed. As
we leaped ashore, the soldiers fled.

" To the belfry with me, boy!" shouted Marion. "You shall join us in
ringing the bells."
~ The town hall was a scant hundred yards away. The door was locked,

but my Pa and I smashed it with our muskets. General Marion led the way
" up the wooden steps to the belfry, and as he seized the rope, he handed
me its end.

"Pull with me, boy! Sound in the Fourth of July!"

We pulled and pulled; and the great bell swung back and forth, send-
ing out peals of sound that could have wakened the dead. I glanced down
the bay. Tarleton's great ship stood motionless, her limp sails serving only

‘to catch the glow of the rising sun.
" "Ring, boy, ring!" shouted Marion. "Ring for liberty and freedom!"

We rang until my arms ached. And in between the great tones of the
bell, I heard other bells come to life. Soon the people were assembled
outside the town hall, and their cheers drowned out even the sound of the
bells.

 But it seemed to me I didn't see just the people of Georgetown. It
seemed to me I saw all the people, up and down the country. They were
waving and cheering this Fourth of July because somehow they knew they
were going to be free. They just knew they were, that was all.

-"//
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The Battle of Kings Mountain
By Jim Kjelgaard

The overcast sky poured down fresh bursts of rain, and shivering -
riders leaned forward in their saddles as their horses plodded on. The
horse in front of Reed Bowie's staggered and went down. Its rider slipped
-from the saddle, walked to a rock, and sat wearily down on it, swearing in
a low, steady voice. Tanse Willard dismounted and shook the man's shoul-
ders. The rider blinked, and stood out of the path while the rest of the
horsemen filed by. Then he went to the rear and marched slowly along,
leaning on his rifle as though it were a cane.

Sevier rode back along the line, and Reed Bowie turned his black
mare to ride with him. Presently the old man came back to resume his
place. He was looking very thoughtful.

"What happened?" Kin inquired.

: "Sevier, Campbell, Williams, an' Cleveland favor stopping to rest, the"
old man said calmly. "But Shelby says he won't stop before dark, if he has
to follow Ferguson right into Cornwallis's camp. So I guess we gﬁi:m.“
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Kin scraped the bottom of his rucksack for the handful of corn meal

that remained there. He ate it, licking the last few grains from the palm of
his hand. There seemed to be nothing to say.

Three hours later Gilmer, the scout rode back. Shelby, whose stallation
seemed as tireless as its rider, trotted out to meet him. They reined their
horses together, and talked briefly. Then Shelby threw his hat in the air
and his long Indian yell came rolling back, as the whirled the stallion and
broke into a gallop. The men at the front of the column rode erect once
more, and even the horses pranced a little. Like wildfire the news spread
down the line, banishing weariness, cold, and hunger. This was what they
had come so far and risked so much to hear.

Coonie turned a beaming face on Reed Bowie. "Did ya hear? Ferguson's
on top of that mounting, right over thar! We're gonna have a fight at last!"

Kin looked at a long, low mountain, scarcely two miles away, and
turned to blurt at Ian, "There's Ferguson!" And even [an seemed excited
as he passed the news on to the one behind him. As though it was a good
omen, the rain stopped. Shelby came riding back to his own command,
and talked freely with those about him. Again the news went down the
line,

"We got him trapped! We're gonna surround him. Sevier an' Campbell's
going around to t'other side of the mounting. Thar they go!"

. Campbell's and Sevier's men urged their jaded horses to a gallop, and
drew away from the rest. A rider dashed up, leading a horse on which sat
athoroughly frightened fourteen-year-old boy.

"He's one o' Ferguson's men!" he yelled. "I ketched him gettin' away!"
Shelby rode forward. Too excited to stay behind, Kin pushed up w1th
him. Colonel Hambright was interviewing the captive.

"Was you mit Ferguson?"
"Yes."
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"What was you doing now?"

"Goin' to Charlotee with a dispatch for Cornwallis. Major Ferguson
wants help." ‘ '

"Oh, he does, does he? How many mens has he got mit him?"

"Idon't know. More than a thousand."

"What does Ferguson look like?"

"He's the best-dressed officer there. But he's got sort of a checked
shirt on over his uniform." _

Hambright said kindly, "We ain't goin' to hurt you, poy." Then he turned
on the soldiers gathered about. " Well, poys, you heard. When you see
dot man mit a pig shirt on over his clothes you know who he iss, and mark
him mit your rifles."

Shelby's company rode up a rocky little ridge. Kin looked at the top
of Kings Mountain, and saw the tents of Ferguson's army, with baggage
wagons lined before them. The sun sent its rays glancing off the fixed
bayonets of the soldiers, who stood ready to repel the mountaineers.

"Dismount an' tie your horses," said Shelby. "Leave all extra baggage
with 'em. Fresh prime your rifles."

He paused and looked steadily at his gaunt, bedraggled troops.

"He's up there. What say we go get him!"

Kin swung to look behind him. Still a hundred and fifty yards away,
Uncle Dobb was coming on his bull, bouncing up and down as his out-
landish chaner galloped stiff-leggedly toward the battleline. The bull's tail
was straight up, his head close to the ground. He stopped suddenly and
began to buck, whirling his hindquarters and rearing to bring his front legs
stiffly down one the ground. Uncle Dobb slid from his back and ran to-
ward the others. The bull lowered his head, chased him a few yards, and
returned to a patch of green grass near a stagnant pond. The few other
men who had witnessed Uncle Dobb's unceremonious entry in_t\g;;ﬁé fight
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cheered.

' Ian said drily, "E'en the bull kens that man may be ill-spared now. Our

path seems to lie this way."

Kin clutched the pistol in his right hand, and hoped that no one but
himself was aware of the weak feeling that insisted in gripping the pit of his
stomach. It was not as though this was his first battle. He had fought
before, and should not be afraid. But, he admitted to himself, he was
afraid.

Shelby's company, those who had ridden in the rear taking the ex-
treme right, were fanning out across the side of the mountain. At length
Ian, Kin, Tanse Willard, Coonie, and Reed Bowie, were walking alone.
They came to a thick patch of laurel, and Ian said, "Stay right here. Do as
ye see the rest do. I'll be next to ye."

Kin stared up the mountain, but could see nothing. He glanced to the
left, where the grinning Coonie stood licking his lips and looking up the
mountain toward Ferguson's camp. Coonie had taken off his coonskin
cap and tied a gray kerchief about his head. But, for all his recklessness,\l
he was cautious enough to have taken shelter behind a huge buttonwood
tree. A dozen feet beyond Coonie, the fierce Uncle Dobb gripped his
smoothbore with both hands, Beyond Uncle Dobb. Kin was surprised to |
see Tom Yeobright crouched behind a fallen tree. One of the foot soldiers,
Tom was not supposed to be here. The next few men were so well hidden
that he could not identify them, and Kin looked toward his right.

His rifle dangling in the crook of his arm, Ian stood in the shelter of a
few straggling berry bushes. He winked at Kin, and jerked his thumb
straight up. Kin forced his dry lips to shape a grin, and looked beyond Ian.

to see Reed Bowie sitting on a stump. The old man had thrown his hat’
away, and his silvery hair tumbled about his shoulders. But he was cer-
tainly abiding by his own ¢reed of avoiding useless haste. Re_gdBumde
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might have been a squirrel hunter, waiting for his quarry to appear. Tanse
Willard occupied Shelby's extreme right, and beyond Tanse, Kin saw
more men forming a line. They were the Holston men, under Campbell.

The rising plaint of a whistle shattered the mountain's unnatural still-
ness. Silvery clear and sweet, fitted to the sylvan background, the music
of the whistle seemed almost a bird call. But it was followed by the rattle
of drums. Kin's knees shook as he peered through the laurel. The whistle
and the drums were in Ferguson's camp, calling for some new maneuver
or new arrangement of troops. Kin strained to see through the trees, then
turned at a sharp hiss to his right. Coonie was pointing up the mountain,
evidently passing on some silent signal that had come to him. Uncle Dobb
and Tom Yeobright were no longer in sight. Kin looked bewilderedly at
Ian, whose lips formed the words, "Come on."

Kin hesitated, then ran recklessly to the shelter of the nearest tree. He
crouched behind it, and looked about in sudden panic. No one else was in
- sight; he must have misunderstood the orders and was stalking Ferguson

“alone! He turned to look back down the hill, and his eyes measured the
incredible distance of nine feet back to the spot he had left. But, in turn-
ing, he caught a glimpse of Coonie. Twenty feet farther up, the mountain-
eer bent forward and advanced steadily. Suddenly he went out of sight in
a bunch of grass scarcely big enough to shelter a rabbit. But Kin caught
occasional glimpses of other climbing men. The final advance on Ferguson
had started.

A buck deer with wide-branching antlers sprang from a convert and
bounded up the mountain. He swerved suddenly, and quartered along the
face of the slope. Tree limbs moved, bits of shale rattled, and the deer was
_ out of sight. Kin made a swift run to a birch tree, twenty feet farther up,
and threw himself down beside it.

Suddenly two shots, one from either side, snapped like Whlp lashes
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Just above the place where the buck had swerved, brush moved. A buck-
skin-clad Tory scout stood up, took two or three staggering steps down
the mountain, then went suddenly limp as him knees buckled beneath him.
He fell forward, and his hat tumbled from his head as he slid a little way
down the mountain. But he still clung to his rifle.

Kin's body seemed suddenly as limp sa the dead Tory scout's. He
peered to the right and the left, trying to find the source of the two shots,
and saw nothing. Again he looked at the fallen scout, and knew exactly
how well the hard-ridding, soft-stalking mountaineers were fitted to do
this job that they had sworm to finish. The scout had been almost invisible
there in his ambush. But Coonie and the one other, probably Ian or Reed
Bowie, had seen him.

Then all Kin's sane thought was flooded away by the wild hldlan yell
that seemed to spring to every man's tongue at the same second. Shrrill,
horrifying, terrible, the yell created its own atmosphere, one proper to the
circumstances that called the forth. Buoyed by it, Kin's weakness became
strength, his outlook one keyed to battle.

There was a sudden great thrashing of brush and rattling of rocks to
the right. Kin looked in that direction, and saw a company of horsemen
forcing their mounts at full gallop up the mountain. The Indian yell burst
from every throat, as they disappeared from sight. There were scattered
volleys from farther up the mountain, and the horse men rode back. Two
riderless horses plunged with flapping stirrups and trailing bridle reins.
One turned, and dashed back up the mountain.

The mountaineers had emerged from cover and were running now.
Kin ran with them, holding the pistol ready and eager to shoot at whatever
might confront him so long as it wore the dress of an enemy. He felt su:d*
denly strong, eager to be in the very forefront of the runners. %

Farther up the mountain rifles began to snap. They madea curious,
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staccato noise, as though a number of men on the edge of the mountain
had gathered to shoot at a mark. But six inches from Kin's right cheek a
~ twig broke suddenly, and its own weight carried it to the ground. Kin
~ stopped, and clapped a hand to his face. He realized with sudden surprise
that the bullet had been meant for him. Then the wild Indian yell shrieked
~ through the trees again. Kin found himself echoing it while he banished
from his mind everything save the tremendous importance of reaching the
top of the mountain.

In the bare second he had halted, the others had gained a twenty-foot
lead on him. Kin saw Coonie go down, jerking forward and pawing the

. air with his hands as though he would find something solid upon which he
might support himself. Coonie sprawled full length, with the toe of his left
moccasin caught behind a boulder. He had tripped, Kin thought absently,
and hurt himselfin the fall.

On top of the mountain, and to the right, a sudden tremendous volley
sounded. Campbell's men had reached the summit, and were shooting. A
shout of triumph arose, recognizable as British because the mountaineers
gave only the Indian yell. Then the yell sounded from farther down the
mountain. Campbell seemed to be retreating.

- Justin time to keep himself from running out on the mountain's treeless
summit, Kin dropped behind the shaggy trunk of a Spanish oak and peered
around it.

Off to the right two hundred British soldiers, keeping perfect step
behind the captain who led them, were advancing to fill the gaps left by the
men whose charge had forced Campbell down the mountain. All about
the rim of the mountain other scarlet-clad soldiers stiff-necked and appar-
ently interested only in the orders to come from their superiors, awaited
the Rebel charge. Immediately before Shelby's column the British, who
had been shooting from the rim of the mountain, were retreanng to the
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baggage wagons and reforming their lines. Bayonets gleamedbﬁﬁle ends
of their rifles, and the mounted officer who led them had his back
contmptuously tumed on the Rebels. -

Kin stared. The mounted officer was Lieutenant Allaire! He held a
sword in his left hand. But the rifle, resting across the saddle in front of
him, must be the one he had taken from Kin! It was the gun Jan had made
him, his most precious possession, part of himself and his great dreams.

Tén feet to the right Uncle Dobb had stretched his scrawny length
behind a boulder. He levelled his old smoothbore over it, and pressed the
trigger. The gun belched the load of lead, pebbles and scrap metal Uncle
Dobb had crammed down it. The terrific recoil spun Uncle Dobb halfway
around, and a thick cloud of black smoke blew away from the boulder.
But three British soldiers fell out of line, and a split second later the rest of
the mountaineers shot.

Kin saw a dozen British soldiers drop, like stunned oxen. Another
looked curiously down at his arm, and tried to shake it. Wounded men sat
on the ground and, as Kin watched, one of them wilted slowly forward, as
though he was very tired. But the mounted Lieutenant Allaire did not even
turn around. He lifted the sword, and whipped it toward the ground.
Through the firing, Kin heard his sharp order, "Forward!" '

Lieutenant Allaire wheeled his horse and at full gallop started toward
the Rebels on the rim of the mountain. Their bayonets fixed, the infantry-
men trotted after him. Kin thrust his pistol around the tree, took a wild
shot at the officer, and stood straight up. Uncle Dobb was frantically pouring
another charge of powder down the muzzle of his smoothbore. He dropped
a handful of slugs on top of it, and fussed with the priming mechanism.

The advancing British were breaking ranks to spread out toward the
mountaineers. A small man, who had joined Shelby at the plantation, ran
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_into the field, levelled his rifle at the soldiers, and shot. With robotlike
precision a huge British dragoon bore down on him. The scarletclad
trooper drew his rifle back, and lunged with the bayonet. Kin saw it enter
the little man's stomach, and come out his back. The British soldier put
one foot on his fallen enemy, jerked the bayonet out, and ran on again.
Suddenly Ian was beside Kin.

"Come on, ye fool!" he panted.

Kin came suddenly out of the half daze that had enveloped him. Scarcely
twenty feet away a soldier with levelled bayonet was running straight at
him. But Uncle Dobb had managed to prime his gun, and it roared like a

. thunder clap. The soldier dropped heavily in his tracks.

Kin turned and raced down the mountain. Most of the mountaineers
had discharged the single shot that their rifles held, and there had been no
time to reload . Kin leaped over a rock and landed almost beside Coonie.
* But in passing he saw that Coonie had not merely stumbled; there was a
dark bullet hole in the guy, reckless mountaineer’s forehead. It seemed a
ridiculously small thing to have stolen from Coonie the abundant life that
had been his.

Reed Bowie, one of the few men on the frontier who could reloada
Kentucky rifle while running, turned and made a snap shot from his hip.
Kin heard one of the pursuing British grunt, and the little noises made by
- his falling body. Kin tried to coax more speed from his ﬂzing legs. The
British, with their thrusting bayonets that could easily pierce aman's body,
must be very close. Kin fingered the empty pistol, and let it dangle at his
side while he ran on. He was to be killed in a moment. But, ifhe had had
his own rifle in his hands instead of the pistol, he could have killedLieutm_};@
ant Allaire and contributed that much to the battle. As it was. he had done
nothing save climb to the top of the mountain and run back down. That

£
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was all he would have for his long march. Anger that this should be so
began to drive away some of his panic. He slowed a little, and began to
plan how he could throw himself'to the ground, let whoever might be
pursuing him closest trip over his prostrate body, and try a hand-to-hand
fright

Then, almost at the bottomn of the hill, buckskinned men stepped sud-
denly from behind trees or rose from the rocks where they had found
concealment. Shelby, a wise campaigner and an efficient leader, had ex-
pected this bayonet charge and prepared for it. Only a part of his com-
pany had advanced up the mountain. The rest had stayed hidden at the
bottom and a half hundred fresh rifleman met the British charge there.

Kin stopped, panting, while he poured a charge of powder into the
pistol and rammed a ball down its muzzle. Reed Bowie had shot again,
and was reloading behind a tree. Kin saw Ian creeping toward a rock
from which he might have a better shot. A great rifle fire came from all
other sides of the hill. Cleveland, Sevier, and Campbell were in the thick-
est of the fight.

Tom Yeo bright crept forward, shot and dropped down to reload.
Kin sought the shelter of a tree, and shot at a red coat that showed a -
hundred yards up the mountain. But once more the bullet only kicked up
dust twenty yards short of its target. Through the heavy smoke that curled
and twisted among the trees, Kin tried to spy out a closer enemy target.
Unless he could find one he was of no use whatever. The pistol was accu-
rate only at very short ranges.

The British were fighting as they retreatcd, one half kneeling to shoot
while the other half went a little way farther and reloaded. Then they, in
tumn, covered the retreat of their comrades. But the mountain men were"
pursuing them, following Shelby's advice to use the Indian tactics: they
knew so well, slipping from tree to tree and never showing the\_:_n""sélves.
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The mountaineer's buckskins blended in with the brush and rocks, while
the scarlet uniforms of the British were bright marks in the somber forest.
Kin saw a huge dragoon stagger and fall on his rifle. Kin swerved toward
him. But, when he reached the soldier's body, he saw that blood had
spurted from a gaping wound in the man's side to drench his powder hom
and bullet pouch. Kin went on without thie rifle, swallowing hard.

Twice more the mountaineers gained the summit of the mountain, and
at the point of bayonets were driven back down it. They turned to storm
Kings Mountain for the third time, and Kin knew then that they were
going to win this battle.

He knew it in spite of the fact that Henry Wayne, dragging his right leg
and supporting himselfon his arms, came crawling down the mountainside.
In spite of Captain Ingam, of Shelby's company, who was staring thirstily
at a small spring that his smashed hip prevented him from reaching. In
spite of Coonie, who never again would smell the fresh winds blowing
from the mountaintops or thrill to another deer hunt. How many more of
those who had marched over the mountains to die on this puny lump of
earth that would have been dwarfed by any of their own mountains, Kin
".didn't know. But he still knew that the Rebels were going to win this battle.

For the British were tiring. Three times they had charged down the
mountain and been forced back. And they were bewildered, too. Ac-
cording to the rules by which they fought, the victory was theirs. The
Rebels had been fairly driven from the field, flitting like shadows before
the bayonet charges and always avoiding direct combat. But, when they
reached the bottom of the hill and found time to reload their rifles, the
shadows became men who shot with such deadly precision that few who
were seen over their sights escaped being hit. And the mountaineers al-:\
ways climbed back up the mountain almost as swiftly as they fled down.

The precise, exact timing that Patrick Ferguson had so painfully drilled
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into his troops was lagging, too. Kin heard Lieutenant Allaire trying to
hearten his men, urging them to turn and fight, and they did their best to
divide and cover each other's retreat up the mountain. But the continu-
ously fire from below them was too deadly and too steady. In the last third
‘of the ascent the British turned to run, and the Rebel army was almost at
their heels, when for the third time in an hour they regained the summit of
Kings Mountain.

Kin dropped behind the same Spanish oak that had sheltered him on
the first ascent, and looked out at the British camp. British and Tory sol-
diers, who had formed a solid square about the mountain's rim, were
running back, tuming to fire, and running again. From all about came the
spiteful cracking of long rifles. By sheer coincidence the troops under
Campbell, McDowell, and Sevier had reached the summit almost at the

same time as Shelby's men. Ferguson's army was trapped on the narrow,
treeless summit.

A once-trim lieutenant, whose natty uniform now clung in shreds to his |

body, held up a stick with a strip of white cloth tied to the end of it. But
another man, who wore a checked shirt and bestrode a beautiful white.
Arab mare, rode up to the one who would have surrendered. His sword
flashed, and the white flag tumbled to the ground. A great cheer rose from
the British regulars, and a dozen bullets whistled past the man on the Arab
mare. Kin's breath caught in his throat. Nearly the entire Rebel army had
witnessed the act of Patrick Ferguson, who could pillage Whigs and hang
prisoners, but who could not raise a white flag.

Even now the British regulars were not disorganized. They maintained

' , ﬂrlrrmks and waited for orders from their superiors. Only the Tory mi-

: .llmmmmm ready to break. <&

T

T swhite Arab mare flashed in and out among the troops. 'I'hen,fura

il bhibmnd, Patrick Freguson was entirely alone. He rode hls_.hnrse to
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the top of small promontory, and sat perfectly motionless. Everything about
him bespoke contempt for these enemies whom he had so nearly mas-
tered, and who he knew were about to mastered, and who he knew were
about to mastered, and who he knew were about to master him. Patrick
Ferguson drew his sword, whirled it about his head, and at full gallop bore
down on the mountain men who surrounded him. Two other British offic-
ers spurred from the ranks to gallop at his side. From Ferguson's lips
came the battle cry that had guided his whole life, and that he would not
abandon in death.

"Huzza for King George!"

Tanse Willard and Reed Bowie shot at almost the same second. Buta
dozen other rifles spoke with theirs. Ferguson jerked backward, as though
struck by an invisible club, and fora moment sat rigidly in the saddle. Then
he swayed limply to one side, and sprawled to the ground. The white
mare stopped, and swung around to stand with her head over her master’s-
body. :

Kin stared in fascinated horror at this thing that a thousand mountain
men had sworn would come to pass. Patrick Ferguson, the great Tory
leader, was dead.

A sharp volley came from the assembled mountaineers, and more of
the British fell. But another white flag, held by a tall officer with a bloody
bullet gash down the side of his cheek, was waving now. Shelby, Sevier
and Campbell strode forward, and Shelby’s fierce voice blast every Tory-
hating Whig's rifle into silence.

"They have surrendered! Only cowards shoot now!"

Kin joined the breathless over-the-mountain men who cmwded for—
ward at their officer’s heels. The British captain who held the white ﬂa;oix
surrender walked forward to meet them. He withdrew his swnrd ﬁ'auuh
sheath, and exterded it hilt first to Colonel Campbell. S uaa
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"My sword, sir. | am Captain DePeyster, in command now."
Campbell was flushed with victory, but his manner expressed no hate

for the British officer, nothing save the respect that one fighting man must

feel for another. Only in Ferguson's eyes had the white flag been a coward's
mark. The British had no choice but to surrender, or be shot down where
they stood.

Campbell said, "Thank you, Captain. You gave usa snft” fight."

Captain DePeyster’s smile could not conceal the crushing heartbreak
that the felt.

"We tried, Sir. But, in spite of Major Ferguson's faith in this position,
it proved more assailable with the rifle than defensible with the bayonet."

Kin was staring at the prisoners.

In a sudden rush of boldness he walked toward them and touched an
officer on the arm.

"T'll take my rifle back now."

Lieutenant Allaire's dirty, discouraged face broke into a tired grin.

"What ho! The young McKenzie! I should have hanged ye back there
on the Santaree, eh?

Kin said stubbornly, "All I want is the rifle."

"And you seem in a position to get it," Lieutenant Allaire said drily.
"Take good care of it, young McKenzie. The whole British army could
not boast a finer weapon."

Kin curved his fingers about the breech of his gun, and walked back
to where a group of the over-the-mountain men were watching the further
disarming and organization of the prisoners. Isaac Shelby detached him-
self from the Whig officers and walked toward them, wiping his forehead
wiht a huge bandana. <&

"Lively little scrummage," he said thoughtfully. "Any of yuu fcllas glt
hurt?"

i
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"Nope," a laconic mountaineer said. "Jest two-three bullect creases."
Tom Yeobright turned around and extended his hand awkwardly.
"Well, Ike, we ketched Ferguson. So long."

"So long, Tom." Isaac Shelby shook the extended hand warmly. "Give
'em my best when ye git back over the mountains."

"T'll do that."

Tom Yeobright walked slowly to the edge of the mountain, and from
everywhere on the battlefield other mountaineers converged to join him.
Kin stood where he was, and watched a hundred and fifty of them de-
scend Kings Mountain. They had marched incredible distances to get
here, and were taking back only suffering and heartbreak. There would
be griefin lonely cabins on the Nolachucky and Watauga for the mountain
men who would never return. Homes on the seaboard would mourn the
Tory dead. And in England windows would be darkened for the British
soldiers who had died on Kings Mountain.

But Kin knew that other things had happened here, too. The moun-
taineers had given their lives to keep their valleys free. They had broken
the threat of Ferguson, and had given their fellow Rebels precious time to
gather strength against Cornwallis. And their actions had given proof that
they would come again, and again, if need be. But now they were going
home.

When the last westward-bound mountaineer had disappeared, Kin
took his own rifle and went to find Ian. There was still work to be done
here-right now there were prisoners to be taken care of. After that there
might to be more battles. But this job woula end sometime, and when it
did he, too, would go back over the mountains. He would find Red Scott.
And he'd bet that between the two of them, they's be the best pair of lung
hunters that the west had ever seen.

*
.’0
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