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41, Park Road.
Rangoon.
29/4/18.

i rave Imomn Bayn Thein for over & year. Ho has
been teaching ms Burmeso and introducirg me to.tho history
and archaeology of Brrma. ‘He i3 an excellent teacher, and
has a great store of information which is extremsly usoful
for anyone vho wishes to atudy Burma and the fnmnut. Ho
bas writtea many valusbls articles for the Burma Research’
Socidty's Jourmal. His pawrana dictiomary is, I 'bali"a,‘
a standard werk. Hia koeroso &xd entbusissm in roeearch
are antiraly admirabls, ‘Bo is proserved froa eeny of the
futiliﬁa: of other Bz zo3a Sckolars by his koen ssuse of
humour, thich &6lso nﬂ:aa hm loasore vor y entartﬂming.

Ho his aom curioua whims &z feacies which are simply
evidences of an attractive perocnality.

1 rscoemend him hoartily to enyone who wishes the
holp of & Bnmunu Scholar in utt:ﬂn::g the languapge, liters-
ture, hiatory, op archaeology of the cocntry.

sd/- #. G. Freser, 1. . S.
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Cffice ¢f the Director o1
5?‘1“1“’“-

langooa, ths 23th March 1923.

Says Thein is a very :rc-rthy old guntlman Zhe has 2 raputl-
tien for teaching Burmese-is an icyosoung be hes done good

work I u_nderntand in Cooperction: P cane scroes soms of his
work mhile I wes Joint Hegistrar in 1919-20, o is & very
‘pleasant can to deal with. | ‘

4/-"J. Clasue,

Office of t‘u
leristrar, Cc-ouun.tuo Somatms
' -.I.mil

.inrocn, tie 18tH¢ay 1923,

Zaya Thein has been Imo=n %o =¢ for several years. le is s
:.-611 tmomn Jurrese writer who centributes urticles to the
Purma Hosearch Journal. He has trovelled 23 ap uwmofficial
oreniter of Cocporativs Secicties .6nd has ked hie travelling
sxhenszs paid by the Cosparative Socisties Jepartount.

1 toligve hin te te 3 men of -good-charector end
i:&ustr;r.'

:vdf-l'} v, Dua,
13-9-2
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BY-WAYS OF BURMESE HISTORY
INTRODUCTION
BY U Khin Maung B.A.,M.L.A,,
CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THE
INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS

COMMISSION

No more appropriate title than this- THE BY_ WAYS
OF BURMESE HISTORY- can be given to the present
work which in Burmese is entitled(tran-slated
literally) ORAL HISTORY. Burmese History had
always been, in the past written by command of the
King, and the historian had to exercise the greatest
caution and bestow the most meticulous care, so ds
not to offend the royal Personage. Hence, Burmese
History is more or less a patch-work of fact and
fiction, true at times tale-like on occasions but
subservient to the main purpose "to delight the King".
In order, therefore, to get at the real truth, which
underlie events that happened in times now called
historical,we must not only rely on records which in
Burma are a rarity, but, peep into the pest, through
oral traditions and through what fathers tell their
sons down the ages, in low whispers of events, that

oo




98 b
care not shnw themselves up in writting that dare not
be heard abroad.

The events related in the present work refer to the
period of thr regin of King Bodawpaya, the Sixth King
of the Alaung- paya Dynasty. As is well known, his
life as a prince was spent in poar obscurity at Sagaing.
The author has lifted a corner of the veil and has shown
us the princeand his family, their servants and friends
how they lived, moved and had their being. When,
huwever the prince waded paractically through
sIaughter to the throne, his ride to power lifted his
servants among whom the most famous was U Paw
U,whose name was destined to become a household
word in Burma. In sharpness of retort, quick and ready
wit, and a wealth of repartee there are few to equal
him.

We see in the present work,King Bodawpaya
stripped off the glamour of royalty, a very much hu-
man and humane person. And being led as we are
through "the BY- Ways of Burmese History" the fell-
ing comes upon one that here is not a place to Linger
by the wayside, but move onward and observe things
as they are and see things as they are and see things
as they should be seen. An interesting and important

contribution to Burmese History and one need say no
further.

Khin Maung.
1926.
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