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The Clever Monkey @
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L.ong ago, there lived a monkey in a
tree near a river. In the river, there lived a
wicked crocodile, who wanted to eat the
monkey's heart. Once, he had tried to
trap the monkey in his evil plans. But, the
monkey had cleverly escaped from the
crocodile. From that day, the monkey
moved away from that tree and took shelter
a little away from there. He wanted to get
away from the crocodile, so that he might
live in peace.
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For some days, the crocodile did not
come to the riverbank. Then one day, he
secretly came that side smelling for the
monkey. Swimming along the bank, the
crocodile found the monkey, far down the
river, living in another tree. The crocodile
secretly observed the monkey’s routine.
*He has become very carefull” thought
the crocodile. “He hardly comes near the
water. And when he comes to drink water,
he keeps his eyes wide open to ensure
| am not around.” |
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After watching the monkey for a
couple of days, the crocodile found out
something interesting. In the middle of
the river was an island covered with fruit-
trees. Half-way between the bank of the
river and the island, a large rock rose out
of the water. Every afternoon, assuming
that the crocodile would be taking a nap
deep under the water, the monkey would
jump to the rock, and then to the island.
He would climb the trees and eat the ripe,
juicy fruits to his heart’s contentment.
Then, before evening, the monkey would
return to his home-tree, jumping on to
the rock and then to the bank, carefully
avoiding the area where the crocodile
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When the crocodile saw the monkey
jumping across the river to the island, he
was thrilled. *Ah, there’s my chance to
catch the monkey!” thought the crocodile,
smiling in his heart. He then made a plan
and waited for the next afternoon, when
the monkey would jump across the river, .
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to the island. The next afternoon, the
crocodile swam towards the rock and lay
hidden in the water, right at the foot of the
rock. As usual, the monkey came to the
bank, looked to his left, then to his right,
then again to his left, and ensuring there
was no trace of the crocodile, jumped on
to the rock and onto the island. While the
monkey had a fine feast, the crocodile
swiftly crawled out of the water and lay
on the rock, perfectly still.
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When it was time for the monkey to
return, the crocodile dipped his head and
tail in the water, so that only his back
would be out. “I must hide my snout,” he
thought, “so the monkey would not
recognize me.” After some time, the
monkey started for home. He ran down to
the river bank, and was just about to take
his leap when he suddenly stopped.
“Doesn’t the rock look different today?”
thought the monkey. “It never was so high
before.” And then it didn’t take much time
for him to realize the matter. |
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“So the crook is back with his stupid
tricks,” thought the monkey, secretly
smiling in his heart. He quickly thought
of a counter plan and went to the edge of .
the water. Cupping his mouth, he called
out, “Hello, Rock!” There was no answer
from the rock. The monkey called again,
“Hello, O dear Rock!” Still there was no
reply. The monkey called a third time, “It's
me, O Rock! Are you there?” '
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But the rock lay still and quiet. Now
the monkey cried, “Why is it, O friend,
that you do not answer me today? Every
day before jumping on to you, | ask you
whether you are there or not, and you
reply back. Only then do | jump on to
you. It seems today you are not there.
So, you are not replying. Well, | shall wait
here until you assure me that you are
there.”
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When the crocodile heard this, he -°
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thought, “The rock seems to talk to the
monkey. Today, it is quiet, perhaps
because | am lying on it. | must reply to
the monkey on behalf of the rock.” And
so thinking, the foolish crocodile cried,
“Yes, dear monkey! | am very much here.
You can jump on to me.” As soon as the
crocodile said this, the monkey
pretended to be frightened and said, “Oh,
it's you, crocodile? You have caught me
finally. Please don’t eat me. Please...”
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The crocodile laughed and said,
“There is no escape for you this time.
| am waiting here for you. | am going to
eat you.” The monkey pretended to be
sad and said, “Oh, | am doomed | know.
You win this time. There is no other way
for me to go home. Open your mouth wide
so | can jump right into it.” Now the
monkey well knew that when crocodiles
open their mouths wide, their eyes_would
automatically shut close. While the
crocodile lay on the rock with his mouth
wide open and his eyes shut, the monkey
jumped... but not into the crocodile’s
mouth. Instead, he landed right on top of
the crocodile’s head, thumped it hard, and
then sprang quickly across, to the bank.
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Before the crocodile could regain his
senses, the monkey had whisked into his
tree. “You cunning monkey!” cried the
crocodile. “You have escaped once
again. But remember, | shall be on the
watch. And | will catch you one day.”
“I too shall be-on the watch,” cried the
monkey, “like | was today. And | will never
let you lay hands on me.” So saying, the
monkey disappeared in the leaves and
the branches. The crocodile had no other -
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option but to return home outwitted once
again. '
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A?TIIB Mightiest Bull
L)

A very long time ago, there lived a
calf in a village. One day, his mother, the
cow died and the little calf was left alone.
Taking pity on the calf, a rich man took
him home and gave him shelter and good
food. Soon, the rich man became very
fond of the gentle animal, and named him
Happy. He took good care of Happy and
fed him only the best.
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Happy grew up into a big fine strong
bull. There was no other bull in the entire
village that would pull as heavy a load as
Happy could. One day, Happy thought,
“lI was brought up by this generous man.
He gave me such good food and constant
care, even though | was stubborn and
irritating sometimes. Now, | am a big grown
up bull and there is no other bull equal to
me in strength. So, | think | should use my
strength to give something in return to my
master.”
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So thinking, Happy went to his master,
the rich man, and said, “Sir, please find
some wealthy merchant who is proud
of having many strong bulls. Challenge
him by saying that your bull can pull
one-hundred heavily loaded bullock
carts.” The rich man liked the idea. He
went to a wealthy merchant, who was
known for his huge cattle collection, and
said, “You may be having a large army of
bulls. But, my single bull is stronger than
all of yours combined.” The merchant was
angry; he asked, “How can you say that?” .
“My bull can pull one-hundred heavily <
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loaded bullock carts!” replied the rich man.
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The merchant said, “How can there
be such a bull? That is unbelievable!” The
rich man again said, “I| do have such a
bull, and | am willing to make a bet.” The

merchant thought for a while, and then -

said, “All right! | will bet a thousand gold, *
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coins that your bull cannot pull a hundred
loaded bullock carts.” The rich man
accepted the challenge and both of them
agreed on a date and time for the trial of

Happy’s strength.
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The merchant attached together
.one-hundred big bullock carts. He filled
them with sand and gravel to make them
very heavy. On the other hand, the rich
man fed the finest hay to Happy. On the
stipulated day, the rich man gave a good
bath to Happy and decorated him with
silk ribbons. He hung a beautiful garland «
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of flowers around Happy's neck and led
him to the wealthy merchant’s house. The

long trail of one-hundred bullock carts
stood in the street in front of the

merchant's house.
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“Let’s start the show,” said the
merchant. “Sure!” said the rich man. Then
he harnessed Happy to the first cart
and climbed onto it. In his excitement,
the rich man began to feel as if he had .©
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already won the bet. So, he cracked &
whip in the air, and yelled at the faithful
bull, “Pull, you dumb animal! | command
you to pull the hundred carts!” Happy
was shocked to hear the harsh words
from his master. “That was uncalled for,”
thought Happy. “This challenge was my
ideal | have never done anything bad
to my master, and yet he insults me
with such rude treatment, that too, in
front of others!” So, feeling angry, he
remained in his place and refused to pull
the carts.
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The wealthy merchant laughed at the
rich man and said, “What happened to
your bull? You lose the bet. Now pay me
my due!” The rich man had to pay.him the
one-thousand gold coins. He then led
Happy back home and went to take rest.
But, the rich man’s mind knew no rest.
He was saddened by his lost bet and
embarrassed by the blow to his pride.

M§20p5m §:056070E:8,9965:03 capole(gaawd

U o C n c c ]
GB‘DE}: aCypPIgom m@mmwu aCypPeaCion §):

9g2: 8641 03 v oqSec0nt:e[03:3003¢E: IacaqPeve0”
. eforcdodonad agegicopS: mEpSad egadl:
66aCe0:(8: §rodeanc:nd §0:3[0§ealcordorudi
aacg:aéqp msmé:mmup 2Q:q):€)0206EpP! QEIISDSO?D

00 e 0 B o _¢ <
CORMI§0IEC0REEPE(0¢ DOOC0FNMNEF PO

-




e T R

That evening, Happy went to the rich
man and said, “Master! Why do you look
sad?” The rich man controlled his anger
and said, “l lost a thousand gold coins
because of you. With such a loss, how
can-| laugh and smile?” The bull replied,
“Don’t you think it was your fault? You
called me ‘dumb animal’. You even
cracked a whip in the air over my head.
In all my life, | never heard a bad word
from you. Neither did | behave like a
‘dumb animal’. Do you think it was right
on your part to insult me in the presence
of others?” '
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The rich man realised his mistake.
“I am sorry, my pet!” he said, patting the
bull. “Now please tell me how | can make
good the loss.” The bull said, “Go again
to the merchant and make the same bet
for two-thousand gold coins. And
remember to use only the respectful
words this time when you command
me to pull.” The rich man went back
to the merchant and made the bet for
two-thousand gold coins. The merchant
thought it would be easy money, and so
accepted the challenge. Again, he set up
the one-hundred heavily loaded bullock
carts. The rich man fed his bull and gave
him a good bath, and hung a garland of
flowers around his neck. Then he led the
bull to the merchant’s house.
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“Shall we start the show?” asked the
rich man. “Oh surel” said the merchant,
smiling satirically. “I am waiting to get
two-thousand gold coins.” The rich man
did not say anything to the merchant. He ¢
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harnessed Happy to the.first cart and
climbed onto it. This time, instead of a
whip, he carried a lotus blossom with
which he gently touched Happy’s
forehead. Then stroking the bull’s neck,
the rich man said, “My dear Happy, please
do’me the honour of pulling these one-
hundred bullock carts.”
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As soon as the rich man said this,
the mighty bull pulled with all his strength
and dragged the heavy carts, until the -°
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last one stood in the place of the first.
The merchant, with his mouth hanging
open in disbelief, had to pay the two
thousand gold coins. The onlookers were
so impressed that they declared Happy
the mightiest bull in the village. Indeed,
Happy felt very happy, and his master felt
even happier!
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There once was a dense forest.
Numerous animals and countless trees
and plants had made the forest their lovely
home. One day, deep in the forest, some
of the trees were having a discussion.
“Animals come and rest in our shade but
they leave a mess behind,” said a neem
tree. “You are right, brother!” said a huge
banyan grown nearby. “The smell on -

some days is unbearable!” “The animals .°

are careless; they are even indifferent
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towards us!” said a mango tree, shaking
his branches with anger. “They show no
concern for us because we’re silent. We

must do something.”
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A small bush squeaked, “You all are
so tall and powerful. Why don’t you teach
a lesson to the animals? We bushes are
not that strong to raise a voice for
ourselves. But you are! And you must
utilize your strength.” A berry from the
bush backed up, “The bush is right. You -°
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tall ones should get together and drive
away the animals that come here! We
small ones will also support you, but you

should take the lead.”
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The mango and the neem liked the
idea. But, the banyan did not approve of
it. “Driving away the animals may not be a
wise thing to do,” he said. “| agree that
the animals are a nuisance and they hurt
us in every possible way they can. But,
they also serve a useful purpose.
Because of these wild animals living
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here...” “l don’t care!” shouted the mango
tree, interrupting the banyan even before
he could explain how the animals served
a useful purpose. “| have decided that
| will go by the bush’s idea. From this
moment, | will not allow animals here any
more! Whoever agrees with me can join
me in this mission. And whoever doesn't,
can at least remain quiet.”
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The banyan tree felt bad and
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preferred to remain quiet. The neem tree,
on the other hand, encouraged the mango
tree and together they made a plan. That
evening, a tiger came to rest in the shade
of the mango tree. As per their plan, the
mango tree began to shake violently from
side to side. The neem began to snap its
branches against each other, producing
a terrible noise. The tiger was so
frightened to see all this that he jumped
up and ran away from there. Whichever
animal came that side was scared away
by the neem tree and the mango tree. In
course of time, the animals stopped
coming to that part of the forest.
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The neem and the mango felt proud.
They were praised by the bushes and the
berries. “Both of you are real heroes,”
said the bush, clapping at the mango and
the neem. The banyan tree watched all
this but he knew there was nothing he
could do. Then one day, there came two
men carrying axes to that part of the forest.
“Who are they?” cried the neem tree. Now
the banyan tree spoke, “They are
woodcutters. Can’t you see their axes?”
“But why have they come here?” cried
the mango tree, a little worried. “To chop
us down!” replied the banyan tree,
gravely. “But they never used to come
here before,” said the neem tree. “That
was because they were afraid of the wild. -
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animals,” said the banyan tree. “The
animals no doubt were indifferent to
us, but they also were guarding us
unknowingly. And this was what | was
trying to explain to you that day. But you
did not let me speak. Now take it.” The
neem and the mango began to tremble
with fear. “Alas! We could have been more
thoughtful,” they sighed. “In anger and
false pride, we have harmed ourselves!”
-And those were the last words of the trees.
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The Able Gardeners

7

Once upon a time, in a certain
kingdom, there lived a gardener. He was
very good at his work and was praised in
the neighbourhood for his sincerity and
expertise in the field. One day, a royal
guard came to hear about the gardener
and informed the king about him. The king
tested the gardener and found him true
to his fame. Impressed, the king employed
him as the royal gardener and entrusted
him with the job of taking care of the huge
garden inside the palace premises.
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The gardener performed his duties
well. Everyday, he would tend the trees,
pluck the weeds and trim the climbers.
Then he would clean the pathway and
make it smooth for the king’'s evening
walk. In the evening, the king would take
a round through the garden and pick his
favourite fruits and vegetables to be
cooked for dinner. After carrying the
vegetables and fruits to the royal kitchen,
the gardener would salute the king and

take his leave, only to return the next
morning.
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In one corner of the royal garden,
there were some mango trees. On one of
those trees, there lived a family of
monkeys. They had been living in the
garden for a long time. Everyday, the
monkeys would observe the gardener
from morning till evening. After the
gardener had left, the monkeys would
come down their tree and imitate the
gardener. They would pretend to pluck
the weeds, water the plants with an
imaginary can, tend the trees and trim
the cllmbers with imaginary tools. Soon, &
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the monkeys had learnt the art of
gardening.
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As days passed, the monkeys
became friendly with the gardener. Very
often, they would help him in his work.
One day, the gardener thought, “Now
| can pass on some small jobs to these
monkeys and have some free time for
myself.”" A couple of days later, the
gardener received an invitation from one
of his friends living in a nearby town. His >
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friend’s daughter was getting married the
next day. And the gardener did not want
to miss the occasion. But, he was worried
about his job. “I don’t think | can ask for
a full day’s leave!l” So thinking, the
gardener became sad. Suddenly, a
thought struck his mind. “Monkeys! Why
didn’t | think of them earlier?” cried the
gardener happily. “| can entrust them with
my job. Good idea!”
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The next morning, he went to the royal
garden very early and met the monkeys.
“Dear friends,” he addressed the
monkeys, “l urgently need to go to the
nearby town. My friend’s daughter is
getting married today. But | do not want to
ignore my duty as well. So, | have come
to you to ask for a favour.” “Please feel
free to ask, friend!” said the monkeys.
The gardener continued, “Can you look
after the trees and plants for a day? | shall
be back tomorrow morning. Just water the
plants and clean the garden, as you see
me do every day.”
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“Sure, friend!” cried the monkeys in
excitement. “We will love to do that! You
go to the town and attend the party. Don't
worry at all for the garden. We shall take
care of it.” Feeling happy, the gardener
thanked the monkeys and left for the town.
As soon as he left, the monkeys began
their work. Some decided to water the
plants while some took up the task of
plucking the weeds, while some others
went about cleaning the garden. One of
them ran and picked up the watering can
and filled it up with water from the small
pool inside the garden. “Let us start with
the small plants first,” he said. “But, how
much water shall we pour?” asked
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another. “Everyday, we used to just follow
the gardener. For the first time, we are
doing it independently. How do we find
out the requirement of each plant?”
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It was a real problem. There began a
discussion among the intelligent
monkeys. “| guess the requirement of
water depends upon the size of the root,”, ©




