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DEFACING OLD BAGAN

Who built Bagan is a very hard question to answer. But it is
not so hard to trace who were responsible for its destruction.
Perhaps one would put the blame one the Mongol invader at
the end of the 13th century and the Shans who came to stay in
Bagan when it rulers abandoned it on 22 September 1361
and subsequent Shan inroads of 1442, 1444 and 1456 or
Amyui: sa: (native) thieves who opened frequently the pagoda
relic chambers as mentioned in the ink inscriptions of 14 Janu-
ary 1575, 17 April 1759, and 2 December 1770 or foreig-
ners who came to rob Bagan of its antiquities for some famous
museums of Europe on 13 April 1891 and 18 March 1899 or
natural calamities like the great fire of 1225 (P1.122a%), the
great flood on 19 July 1331 and earth-quakes of Cansu II's
reign 1165-1211. 25 November 1372, 6 May 1380, 14July
1485, 13 December 1658, 10 January 1778, 22 March 1839,
16 July 1956 and 8 July 1975 or banyan or simply old age.
Banyan (Ficus) with its varieties like Pyi Nyaun (Ficus

bengalensis), Nyaung Bawdi (Ficus religosa), Nyaung Gya; 2
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(Ficus obtasifolia), etc. are also dangerous agents of destruc-
tion. An eminent Sayadaw of the 17th century once putit as
Ceti Mhan: tha: Mrat Bhura: taii tha: kon: lyak fion pan
phyak san a pagoda stands fine until a banyan destorys it
(Tonphila, "Phyak cu nhac chay Sampok. An Anthology of
Myanma Literature, II, 1992, pp.63 - 64, no 1). When a
banyan grows out of a fissure in the wall or roof, it eventually
enlarges the crevice so that the whole edifice is doomed to
destruction. It isalmost impossible to uproot it until now when
the Archaeological Department in Bagan uses with success
zinc silicoflouride acid or arsenic (a violent poison) to destroy
it. In addition to all these natural and obvious dangers to antig-
uity, there are a whole lot of seemingly religious minded people
who think it a great merit to replace dilapidated images with
new ones bright with gold and gems, or to repaint an old shrine
with variegated colours and to fix a valuable finial called Thi:
on top of a stupa or sikhara which had had its own or original
Athwat called varsa-sthala, rain stopper. Nowadays a group
of people called "pagoda trustees" are immensely efficient to
raise funds and give "new look" to ancient monuments of reli-
gion without a least regard for restoration. In fact they over
repaired everything, Or they mistake repair for restoration. I
find ample proof'to vindicate my statement in the form of ink
inscriptions (man c2) of Bagan, Sale and Kinmun, collected
by the Archaeology Department which began this programme
of Man Ca Cuon 26 May 1958. The Myanma Historical Com-

mission also sent a team on 7 February 1962 to phutnyapg:~- -
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DEFACING OLD BRGAHI 29

these ink inscriptions and their work was almost complete
thought for one reson or another the photographic reproduc-
tions of these ink inscriptions are not available to scholars.
Using largely the Archaeological collection, the notes left by U:
Sobhita (Shwe Gaing Tha, Tun Hlaing) and my own notes made
during my various visits to Bagan during the past forty years, I
felt that I could make a fair account of how people inadvert-
ently defaced old Bagan. It is indeed a sad story of antiquities
being ruined through repair. Allow me to mention the monu-
ments that had acquired the "new look", in alphabetical order.
There are 2217 pagodas in and around Bagan under the care
of the Archaeological Department and I try to give their regis-
tration number wherever possible. Absolute dates are from
the ink inscriptions and dates given in parenthesis are only rela-
tive dates given by me.

AGGATE, (1340/663) Myingaba had an image that lost its
head in the earthquake on 4 April 1380 and Aggapati
Mahathera gave it a new head on 28 March 1386. It was
destroyed by an earthquake on (13) December 1658 and
Dhammanana, disciple of Mahakaccana, gave it a new look
on 4 March 1659.

¥k %k

ALAY GU, 478/278b of the Three Pagodas in Minnanthu
had a throne destroyed. It was made new by an unknown
person on (28 March) 1434.
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APAY RATANA, 1203/549 Myingaba, had its south wall in
the east mandapa whitewashed and a pair of Buddhapadas
were painted on (14 January 1575). In about the same time,
the north wall of the east mandapa was also whitewashed and
floral designs in various colours were painted. The east wall of
the north Mandapa had also aiwhitewash for new floral de-

signs painted twice. The west wall of the south mandapa was

covered with several designs of many colours. Animage ina
niche on the left wall of the arch door entrance to the
Garbhagriha had to be pa_inféd twice because the thieves re-
newed their attack after the first failure to get the treasures.
The man who persisted to paint the images, etc. was Man:

Ran On. He was responsible for all the new paints around the

Apay Ratana during tpe third quarter of the 16th century.

kkok

U: CHOK PAN, (2079/1374), Taung Bi, had an image

painted and a canopy hung above it on 9 May 1733. On 29
May 1733, another image was givena "new look".
* ok % ' :

U: PALI SIMA, 2121/1416 had its walls whitewashed and
covered with new decorations by order of probably King
Badon 1782-1819 at an expense of 1 viss 20 ticals of silver.
New decorations were started on 4 March 1794 and com-
pleted within a year. All the new paintings and ink inscriptions

were lost in the 8 July 1975 earthquake. Fortunately late U °

L
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Sobhita alias Tun Hlaing who once served the Archaeology
Department as a person to conserve and copy the wall paint-
ings of Bagan temples, found this information written on the

outside of north entrance.
* ok ok

KYA CHAN, (1219/555), Myingaba, was made entirely new
by San Tra Uil on 15 December 1223 and so it acquired a

new name as the San Tra Uil Bhura:
' * %k

KHEMA WARA (367/244) Wet Kyi In, was made entirely

new by Mahathera Khemavara on 17 April 1759. Since then

the pagoda came to be known as the Khemavara pagoda.
* k¥

GU(?1 129/479) had an image given a new face' (myak nha
toau sac) by Pan -saku Thera on (25 March 1212).

* ok

GU with west entrance near the Sak Cui: Ton had its three
" images made new by an unknown donor on 19 July 1429.

*ok

GU ? Taw Dwet Gyi 1496/809 between Nwa: Pra and Mran:
Pra had its image made new on (18 February 1626) by Sirifiana
Pitaka So Taw Dwet (former librarian who had deserted his
wife and took refuge in the forest).
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GU 1895/1192, Taung Bi, one of the three Gus on the west of
Na: Myak Nha (1831/1129) was made new by Pan-Sakii
Thera on (25 March 1212). '

* sk %

GU PROK KRI: (298/197a), Wetkyi In, had some of its
Jataka paintings on the wall removed by one Th.H. Thomann
and six associates who sent the loot to a museum in Germany.
It seems that they pasted a page from some newspaper on the
surface of the wall intended to be removed. On one of the
patches marked for removal, we find a page from the Evening
Times, Glasgow, Saturday 18 March 1899, pasted. U Nyein
Maung, now 87, mentioned it in his report dated 24 June 1958.
For the sake of convenience, we use the date 18 March 1899

as the day of the loot though the newspaper used would be
several weeks old.

* % %

GOTAMA BHURA: (176/136) Hnget Pyit Taung Kyaung
Tike, Nyaung U, had one of its images made new by U Tun
Lin, U AungThaand Maung Htay on (13 April) 1891.

*%k %k

NA: MYAK NHA GU: (1895/1129), Taung Bi, in ruin among
the three pagodas on the west of the Na: Myak Nha (1831/

1129). temple, was made new by Pan-sakti Thera on (25 March
1212).

* %k
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NA: MYAK NHA GU, (566/301) south of Minnanthu, had
its image in a niche on the east wall of southeast porch en-
trance arch, was made new by Taung U Taung Dwin Min Saya
on (31 October 1442), Another image of the same monument
was made new by Min Gangasu's teacher, on (20) August
1623. -

* %k

NHAK PAC TON BHURA: (176/136) images were de-

stroyed by treasure hunters and Nhak Pac Ton Mahathera
raised funds to have them made new. Work on them was started
on(12) February 1401 and completed on (27) April 1401. We
know the name of a dozen people each of whom were as-
signed to make an image new.They were Nga Aung Myint,
Nga Kawtu, Me Sha, O Tha Lat, Nga Sat, O Su, Culamani
Mahathera, Nga Swe Hnit, O Swe Min, Nyan Ohn" O Nyay
Ma and O Nyay Lat.

* k¥

The CULAMANI (748/364a) Temple had an image in the
upper Garbha Griha made new by Shwe Kyaung Sangha Thera
on (8 December 1299). The west wall of the north prom-
enade on the ground floor was white washed presumably to
erase the old or contemporary paintings and drew a picture of
the Dhammarajaka by Catturangabala on 2 August 1317. If
we could find this drawing we might be able to check what U

Ba Tint the other day(23 February 1995) said that later Baga:!ﬁ;:. -

rs -\\ !
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artists knew perspective drawing. One lay devotee (Lu
Thudaw) called Nandasila had three Buddhas with their re-
spective Bodhi trees painted on the wall of north piomenade in
the Culamani temple on 17 October 1778. One disciple of
Varadhamma, Ko Gyaung Tike, East Bagan, had painted on
the wall of northpromenade, lower terrace, Culamani (1) the
Preaching Buddha, (2) the Buddha flanked by two disciplesin
nameskararmdra, (3) the Buddha at rest, and (4) the pictures
of white and black elephants, on 6 November 1778. On the
west wall of west prorenade, lower terrace, Culamani Maung
Hpyu painted (1) the Buddha in vitarkamudra, (2) the Buddha
at the Jetavihara, (3) the Buddha under the shelter of Munjalinda
serpend hood, and (4) three Buddhas, on27 November 1778.
Vimalacara and Varaesi had the images along the west wall of
west promenade lower, terrace, made new an 24 June 1778
and had them painted on 9 January 1779. Another Vimala,
Yadana Tuloot monastery, east Bagan, made new and painted
a few images at the Culamani on 11 April 1779. Sasana of
Forest Monastery, Culamani, together with U Tarlay and Daw
Mun, Pwasaw Village made new an image of north mandapa,
Culamani, at the cost of Ks 300 on 29 May 1928. Sasana

alone continued making many more image new on (15 April)
1929.

Fkk

The CETI LUM: (? Cylindrical Pagoda) ? 1502/815 on

Kula Kyon: (Indian Monastery), south of the Ananda temple, . -'\‘\

A
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had an image made new by Sangharaja Mahamahinda,Teacher
of Anantasu, on (28 February 639). Probably at about the
same time at the same pagoda, Princess Syan Cow Pyuiw had
made new an image. She traced her genealogy to the Nyaungyan
dynasty of Awa as

Trya Man: Kri: + Miphura: Cow

Mm‘l:(‘:acsulu'r: Panya blfliphmi: Kale: l\:ﬁphmi
[
Syah Cow Pyuiw
At the same monument which is a tower on a brick mansion, a
Taungbi monk called Bago Ywe had animage made newon 5

March 1657.

Ak

The CIM: NAK AMA (1085/457)temple, Myingaba, had
one of its images made new by Sangharaja Mahamahinda,
Shwe U Min, on 28 February 1639. From that day for thirty
years onward, this religious leader ardently undertook making

new the Buddha images in all Bagan.
dkk

From the CUL: MAN: KRI: (1145 /491) temple, Mangala
Ceti 1439/752 and Dhammarajaka (947/412a) pagoda, Dr

Fritz von Noetling took away some Jataka plaques for the
Berlin Museum furVolkarkunde on (13 April) 1891.

¥k ok



