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A New Nose and Hands for
His Majesty

Enter the Ananda temple from the west and you will find the
standing Gotama Buddha flanked by kneeling Kyanzittha in
prayer attitude of hands (nameskaramudra) on the left and
Shin Arahan kneeling with both hands joined also in prayer on
the right. As we all know this temple is located near the Tharapa
gate on the northeast corner of the city wall in Bagan which
was in existance from about the beginning of the Christian era
as a station for garrisons as one of the thirty two settlements of
the Pyu people.

The famous temple has four entrances, each being a
long passage with the Buddha standing at its end. According
to the Buddhist Myanma custom of Padakkhina (going round
the respected image) one has to start from the east clockwise.
Thus the Buddhas are Kakusanda (east), Konagamana
(south), Kassapa (west) and Gorama (north). Each stands

31feet above the pedestal. Kassapa is flanked by two chief\:,,_ ©

rs -\\ !
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disciples, each of whom was the leader of thirty nine disciples
who were honoured with the title etadagga (He is Supereme).
The two were Moggalana on the left and sariputta on the
right. In about 1870, alamp in the sanctum started fire and the
lord was burnt. A donor made it new. It is quite different from
the original. The style is Mandalay. At about the same time,
another unknown donor had had a brain wave and changed
Moggalana into King Kyzanzittha (AD 1084-1113) without
much difficulty. The person who had the ingenuity to change it
had to put a crown on the head, ornaments on both ears, and
more ornaments on breast, arms and wrists of the monk, and
Lo! His Majesty kneels at the feet of the Lord. It was that
easy. A change in name was all that was necessary with the
other disciple. Sariputta was renamed Arahan.

One night during the 'black out' in the Second Wurld
War thieves cut the nose and the joined hands of the king
believing that they were gold blackened with tar. The statue is
hollow and empty. Chief of the Archaeological Survey who
took refuge in Bagan at that time speedily put right to the
sacrilege by giving the king anew nose and two hands joined
again in piety without interruption.

4-February-2001
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