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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

“ A Flower of Beauty and other stories” have
been written with the object of providing reading
material for the children of “Teza” age-group and
for the youths of “Shaesaung” age-group.

The “Teza” children look at the figures in the
tale and love them, and thus they usually become
interested in the description that go along with these
figures.

The “Shaesaung” youths have already had the
skill of reading, and so they need not think about the
figures and the descriptions. They can enjoy the
narrative relating to the joyful, lovable, pitiable and
disgusting conditions of the birds, beasts and human
beings moving about in the tales. They can enjoy the
feelings expressed in the text.

If the children and the youths can enjoy reading ©
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these tales and know the good from the bad, the right
from the wrong, then the author will feel gratified.
The author hopes that the children and the
youths will have gained, after readin g these tales arid
learning from the actions of the variaus characters
in them, a certain wisdom which enables them to
know the good from the bad, the xigtit from the
wrong: the wisdom that is important3n human life.

Nu Yin
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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

Although the author has meant the tales and
stories, selected for this book from Nu Yin’s youth
stories and children’s tales, for the children of “Teza”
age-group and the youths of "Shesaung" age-group,
when translated as closely as possible into English,
they are found to be suitable reading for the young
and old who are learning English. The children who
are t0o young to be able to read English, which is a
foreign language, will not able to read the English
version in this book although they will be able to read
the Burmese original. I believe that the young and
old people who can read some English though they
may not be so well-versed in English, should read as
basic materials, the English versions of the pieces
which are easy to understand in Burmese. That is why
I have translated these tales into English.
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As parallel passages are given in this book, the
readers will be able to read the passages and see the
differences in the syntax of the two lan-guages and
also learn English words which are gi-ven alongside
their Burmese equivalents. It is hoped that reading
such parallel passages will give them a more intimate
knowledge of English.

Tet Toe
English Translatoi'
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AFLOWER OF BEAUTY

“Grandma, Ah Hla is going to school now. I have
put the curry plate in the cupboard for you and father.
I have also set the breakfast table.”

Aye Hla told her grandmother who was in her
room, while she was taking her school bag off the
peg on the wall. '

“Have you fed Ah Mya and Ah Too? Let them
go along with you.” Her grandmother said as she was
coming out of her room.

“They have already finished eating and gone.
They said they might be late for the classes, had not
helped me in the kitchen. I, too, am going now. I’ll
have to take Mya Khin on the way.”

The grandmother stared at Aye Hla who was

hurriedly leaving the house.

“She is the one who has to work hardest in the, ©
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house. She can’t afford to live like any other young
girl since her mother’s death. The task of looking
after the two younger ones and her father isn’t small.
She has toread her lessons in the midst of her house-
work. In this way she has now come up to the seventh
standard,” the grandmother said to herself.

While still staring, the grandmother continued
thinking about Aye Hla. :

Aye Hla, Aye Mya, and Ah Too were the children
whose mother had died. Aye Hla was seven, Aye Mya
five and Ah Too three when their mother died. And
they had to grow up with her, their grandmother.

"~ Aye Hla loved Mya Khin most among her
friends. Mya Khin was living with her parents, and in
her house were her brother and sisters and also a
woman who, they said, was their aunt.

“Mya Khin, come”

Mya Khin did not come out as soon as Aye Hla
had called her in front of her house. She came out
hurriedly a little later, and they both went to school
rather quickly.

Atmid-day break, Aye Hla and Mya Khin went
together to the row of sweetmeats stalls. __

“I was so afraid this morning that we mightbe <

&
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late for school. Why were you so late today?” Ayé
Hla said to Mya Khin.

Mya Khin looked sad. “I wasn’t purposely late.
Mothers was feeling bad. She had been suffering
from pre-natal pain, and the whole house was busy.”

“Your mother was having pain in the stomach
because she was about to give birth. Isn’t that so?
Has the given birth now?” Aye Hla asked eagerly.

“Not Yet! She has been having the pain since
last night, and nothing had happened till I left for
school. So, auntie and father are worried. Mother has
been groaning very much. I wish I could go back
home, Aye Hla.”

When Aye Hla learned about Mya Khin’s
mother having pre-natal pain, she thought of her dead
mother and silently prayed that Mya Khin’s mother
might end her labour safely and quickly.

" Aye Hla was only seven when her mother died.
She dimly remembered how her mother, big with
child, was groaning and coming out of the room, how
her grandmother was looking worried. She
remembered most how her mother was carried in a
blanket cradle to the town hospital. .

She had then asked her grandmother. “Whywas <~
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mother taken to the town hospital?”” Grand-mother
said only this in reply: “Because she could not give
birth to the child; because the midwives here couldn’t
help her.” Some days later, when her mother did not
come back Aye Hla asked her grand-mother
repeatedly why she didn’t come back. With tears in
her eyes, the grandmother said once and for all; “Don’t
ask me so often. Your mother had died because she
couldn’t give birth to the child.”

Aye Hla could ask her grandmother only once
about her mother who died in labour because the
midwife was late in coming to her. She dared not ask
her grandmother again whenever sadness came to her
breast. So she thought of her mother by herself with
a lingering thought.

Aye Hla was remembering her mother while she
was attending her class and was also worried about
Mya Khin’s mother. When the school bell rang in
the evening, she rushed to catch up with Mya Khin
who was leaving hurriedly.

“Ah, wait! I want to come along to your house,”
Aye Hla said.

“Your grandmother may be worried aboutyou.
Come only after you have gone to your house and <~

&
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told her,” Mya Khin said her. So she went straight
home.
' She found her grandmother in the kitchen.

“Grandma, I can’t help you today. I am going to
Mya Khin’s house. Her mother is having pre-natal
pain.”

While cooking curry, grandmother said, “Is this
your business? What are you going there for?”

“I am going there because I saw Mya Khin
looking sad. She said her mother hasn’t given birth
till now. So I am going to have a look.”

“Oh, you shouldn’t look in at the childbear-ing
labours at your age. Go, if you want to go to Mya
Khin, but you must not go into the room and meddle
with things. By the way, Zeema of our house hasn’t
come home since this morning. I don’t know where
- she has been roaming. She hasn’t come to eat.”

“Ah, that’s right, grandma. I have for gotten. If
Zeema is roaming like this, she will kitten in one of
the houses, and we will not be getting the kittens.”

Remembering Zeema, the cat, Aye Hla said to
AhToo:

“Ah Too, Zeema hasn’t come back since this
morning. You all will please search for her. It isn’t,, -

i
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good for her to be roaming when her time for
kittening is getting near. Now, I’ll go.”

So saying, she left for Mya Khin’s house.

At Mya Khin’s house, Mya Khin and her
younger brothers #hd sisters were sitting outside the
room. |

“Come here, Aye Hla.”

Aye Hla went into the house, and she heard Mya
Khin’s mother groaning in the room.

“Has the midwife arrived?” Aye Hla asked
anxiously, and Mya Khin nodded.

“If that is so, what is there to be afraid of? The
child will be brought forth just now.”

AsMpya Khin did not know anything about child-
bearing, she still looked sad.

“Can’t we go into the room? Let’s do together
what is to be done there.”

When Aye Hla said so, Mya Khin said, “Come,
let’s go and look.” So saying, both of them rose and
came toward the room. In the room they saw Mya
Khin’s mother squirming and groaning with pain.
When she saw Aye Hla and Mya Khin coming, the
aunt who had been sitting near the midwife said, “Oh, |
hey girls, don’t come. You shouldn’t come into the.

oo
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labour room. Go!” When the timid Mya Khin was
about to turn round to leave, the midwife sitting near
the patient said, “Let them come if they want to. It
doesn’t matter if they dare look at it.” Aye Hla
replied. “It is not only that we want to see, auntie. It
is because we want to help.”

“Then if that’s so, give them something to do.
Now it is nearly time for birth.”

As she heard the midwife’s announcement, Mya
Khin’s face brightened with happiness.

“Now come, girls. Sit near this heap of clothes.
Give them when the time for birth comes,” said the
aunt and showed them the clothes heap. Mya Khin
dared not look at her mother who was about to give
birth, so she left the room. Only Aye Hla remained
calmly near the heap of clothes. '

The midwife went close to the patient and
examined her.

“Please lie down for a while. Labour time is
coming.” -

Aye Hla saw the midwife pull out the child as
she was saying so. There was a sudden stir in Aye

Hla’s breast. Although she was feeling happy and sorry
at the same time z{.nd did not know what to take hold « -

oo
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of, Aye Hla was handing the clothes, one after another.
Which the midwife had asked for.

The entire household of Mya Khin was relieved
and happy with the child’s cries.

Aye Hla came out of the room and said, “It is
not difficult to do midwife work. I will probably
become a midwife whenI grow up.”

But Mya Khin laughed and said, “Aha, you feel
grand after having seen just once. Don’t you also
loathe it?”

“What is there to loathe? The midwife says it is
natural. I have just given the clothes for your mother.
Now, I am leaving. Grandma will be waiting for me.”

Aye Hla was coming light-heartedly to her
house after she had taken of Mya Khin. On the way
she met with Ah Too who was running toward her.

“Hey, Ah Too, what has happened?” -

“Zeema has come back, Ah Ma. I went in search
of Zeema and found her in the small hut in the
compound over there. She was crying noisily because
she could not get the kittens out. So I had to carry
her home.”

“Why can’t Zeema kitten? Now, come quick,”
Aye Hla said, hurrying up to the house with Ah Too

.\'-
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. Zeema was crying hoarsely because she was
having great pain, her eyes sunk deep in the sockets.
“It is pitiful, Ah Ma. We don’t know what to

do,” said Ah Too.

“The cat is about to kitchen. Look, “Aye Hla
said, lifting Zeema gently. She then saw two little
legs peeping out. The kitten’s legs were still. Aye Hla
stared at them, saying to herself, “It would be good
if the midwife from Mya Khin’s house were here.”
Zeema was crying and crying and straining herself.
Looking at Zeema with pity in her heart, Aye Hla
remembered Mya Khin’s mother’s child-birth, and
seemed to see what the midwife did. She felt with
her hand the suffering Zeema’s stomach and found
three kittens pushing one another. She did not know
what to do, as she was feeling with her hand, and found
that the first kitten could not come out because it
was coming out with legs first.

A little later, Aye Hla tore out a piece of rag and
wrapped her fingers just as the midwife put on the
gloves. After having wrapped up all the five fingers,
she gently felt Zeema’s stomach with her left hand,
and then gently pulled the kitten’s legs with the same <«
left hand. The kitten came out easily. >
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When the kitten was outside, Zeema made a
hoarse cry and strained herself with all her strength,
and another kitten came out. When the last kitten was
born. Zeema did not cry any more. She licked her
three kittens and slowly closed her eyes. The kittens
were making a lot of noise. |

“Come, Aye Mya and Ah Too. Zeema has already
kittened.”

Aye Hla shouted loudly. Aye Mya and Ah Too
rushed in.

“Hey, Zeema has kittened.”

“Ha! So beautiful! They are white ones.”

Aye Mya and Ah Too were so cheerful.

“That’s what I have done for Zeema’s birth.”

Aye Hla said with satisfaction and was gazing at
the kitten whose legs she had pulled out. She was
feeling happy and sorry at the same time so much so
that tears welled up in her eyes. She had been seeing
in her mind the midwife at Mya Khin’s mother’s
confinement.

“I will become a midwife when I grow up. I must
get nursing training,” she -said to herself with
satisfaction.

O
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