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"He knew in timately the real Australia, and was its greatest minstrel.
He sang of its wide spaces, its dense bush, its draughts, its floods, as a
lover sings of his mistress. He loved Australia and his verses set out its
charms, its vicissitutes burning heat of the notherly and bitter cold of the
westerly wind, the storm, the calm, draught and flood, endless plain shim-
mering beoneath the summer sun, the dust of the travelling stock, the
cracking of the stockman's whip, the roar of the flood wasters, the match-
less beauty of the tall, waving sweet-scented gums, splashed with the yel-
low of the wattle, the melting blue of the distant mountains, the evening
camp fires, the bathing billy, the damper, and mutton of stockmen and
swagmen, the humour, the pathes, the joys and sorrows, and above all the
dountless spirit of Australians ...... . He was the post of Australia, the minstrer
of the people”. ‘
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Time marches on. Read in the present new age, my works appear tq
have so little force; They are so colourless.
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Even so, I have made selection from my past writing to represent the
fruit of several decades of my literary endeavour. What gives me courage in
reprinting these old pieces in my firm belief in writing, which is still very
much with me. In 1935, I wrote; I will never lose hope. They may be
different styles and emphases in my works, but the basic thinking which
prompts their creation is the same. Ever since I started writing, I have
never stopped attacking my enemies. And who are they? All the out-model,
old ideas, all the absurd systems which have been obstructing the path of
social progress and man's development, all the forces which seek to destory
love-these are my enemies. My works, I hope, will bear writness my words
above. I have been writing for over fifty years I have been searching, all my
long life. I am nearing eithty now but I am still searching. During the ten
calamitous years of the "cultural revolution” (1966-76), I was forced to give
up writing for a long time. But now my pen is finally back in my hand. In my
heart, the fire is still burning. In my mind, -is still the same old voice which
continually urges me, "keep writing, keep writing". I feel inside me emo-
tions rising and falling like mighty waves, waiting for a free outlet. So deep
is my love for my country and my people!

I want to write. I will continue to write. Let that fire burn me out
fiercely when only the ashes of my body are left behind, even then, I know
my love and my hate will never disappear.
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