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It was a warm summer’s

afternoon in the pretty town of
Verona. People were busy shopping
and chatting in the sunshine

when suddenly...
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Two gangs of young men tore
across the market square, fighting,
kicking and rolling in the dust.
The townspeople ran for cover.
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The gangs belonged to two of
Verona's richest families - the
Capulets and the Montagues. The
families were sworn enemies, and
they were always fighting.
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In minutes, Verona’s ruler Prince
Escalus arrived with his soldiers to
break up the fight. The prince was
furious. 1

“I've had enough of this feud!”
he raged. “It’s got to stop. From
now on, anyone caught fighting
will be put to death!”
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Old Montague, the head of the
Montague family, hurried into the
market square, searching for his
son Romeo. But he only found
Benvolio, Romeo’s cousin.

“Don’t worry, uncle,”
said Benvolio. “Romeo
wasn't fighting. He’s too sensible.”
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Soon after that, Romeo himself
wandered by. Benvolio was telling
him what had happened, when
someone spoke behind them.

Have you heard?
Old Capulet’s holding a
masked ball tonight.
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“Did you hear that, Romeo?”
whispered Benvolio. “A party at
the Capulets’ house. Let’s go! If we
wear disguises, no one will guess
who we are.”

That'sa
brilllant ideal

Excitedly, the two young
Montagues went to find their friend
Mercutio, to invite him along.
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At the Capulets’ mansion, the
place was buzzing with excitement.
Servants raced around, laying the
tables and lighting candles, putting
the finishing touches to the party.
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Upstairs, Juliet Capulet’s nurse

was helping her dress, when Juliet’s
mother came in.

“Now Juliet,” she said. “A man
named Count Paris is coming
tonight. I hope you like him. Your

father and I want you
to marry him.”

“Oh Juliet, sweetheart,” squealed
her nurse. “You're to be married!
How exciting!”
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Juliet was horrified. She wasn’t

ready to get married. And what if
she didn’t like Cuflg_r;; Paris?

e o

—

But there was no time to
argue. The party was about
to start. Straightening her dress,
Juliet went down the grand marble
staircase to the banqueting hall.
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A little later, three surprise
guests arrived. Benvolio and
Mercutio wanted to dance, but
Romeo stood still.

He had spotted a beautiful girl
in a pink and cream dress and he
couldn’t take his eyes off her.

Who Is that girl?
She’s lovely.
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Juliet’s cousin Tybalt recognized
the three friends and went straight
to Old Capulet. “Uncle, there are
Montagues here!” he declared.
“Let’s kick them out.”

“No, Tybalt,” said his uncle.
“Remember the prince’s warning.”

L Ml el i B e

E—

We don’t want
to start a fight.
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Romeo saw the girl leave the hall
and followed. Shyly, he went up to
her. “I don’t know who you are,”

@ he said, “but I've fallen
;” 3 in love with you.
@ & "‘?’ You're beautiful!”

\ And he kissed
' her.

Juliet had left the hall to escape
from Count Paris. She didn’t like
Paris at all. But when Romeo kissed
her, she felt her heart fluttering.
She fell in love with him at once.
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“Who are you?” Juliet murmured.
“He’s Romeo Montague!” snapped
Juliet’s nurse, who had come to

look for her. “And Old Capulet
would have a fit if he saw his

daughter with a Montague.
Come on,” she urged,

taking Juliet away.

“Count Paris You're Jullet
wants to dance ECpRNe
with you.”

Romeo groaned. “She’s a Capulet?
What am I going to do?”
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