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THE SHWEDA GON PAGODA (1)

1. The Shwedagon is the
greatest pagoda ofits
kind in the world, com-
parableinsizeand gran-
deur to the Angkor Wat
of Cambodia and the
BoroBudurof Indonesia.

2. "Shwe"means goldand
Dagonisaformername
of Yongon. Hence,Shwe-
dagonmeansthe golden
pagoda at the city of
Dagon, thatis, Yangon.

3. It is believed to have
been built nearly 2600
yearsago, thatis, during
the Buddha's life time.

4. Accordingtotheleg-end
ofthe pagoda, two trader
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brothers from Myanmar,

by the names of Tapussa
and Bhallikaled a cara-

van of bullock-carts to.

India and there they
cameacrossthe Buddha
whohadrecentlyattained

His Enlightenment or

Buddhahood.

. The two brothers offered
honey balls and another
kind of cake called
Kywet kyit cake to the
Buddhaandreceivedin

return eight strands of
the latter’s hair.

. The two brothers and
their followers joyfully
returned to their native
town Okkalapa which

wasanevenoldernames
of Yangon.

. The Ruler of Okkalapa
who had received the
wonderful news in ad-
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[G8g3adc8ben

vance welcomed the
sacred hairs with great
pomp and ceremony.

8.Thenthehairs were enshri-
ned in a zedi or pagoda
which was specially
erected for the purpose,
amidst.

9. Thesacredrelicsofthree
other Buddhas of this

world are alsosaidtobe

enshrined inthe pagoda.
10. Soyoucanimagine how
profoundly Buddhists
all overthe worldrevere
this pagoda.
11. Accordingtotraditional
Buddhist (cosmology,
there are innumerable
kalpas or worlds in the
universe only some of
which are blessed with
the appearance of Budd-
has.

qr:3. [BRolouSn

G§005(5:607) Bcod4P:n} GPO§OY,
mcg:méémn%m:o} G0030003p¢0
good:2000¢ m(03:303)u535(0: gougo

olonoSu

Sengopn oofgniggopipadd, @2036003
egeordgpindcopd: S0y epign Go0En

comronudad, BolouSi

§cox mogpmadqdenfiop 9goraanod

cogm o} maSeomadecornd
qn%*n%ﬁé:ﬁé: @éé@muﬁ:ﬁm
op[o3rec:qp: mé:w@é%é@d] oS

§repygonraroiadd, (elpogosicep
PP HRN) o[RogIdd ¢ MePeay
ocaegn5aceat{(d: (e[mRogrmes)
33D 0g] 9900 Pgqp: gEeordg0l
o6 (g0 gEeondyaE:d0p eamnls
§ireto003 dug(mqolorusn)



7

12. OnetofiveBuddhasmay
appear in some worlds
while none may appear
at all in others.

13. SuchBuddhaiess worlds
are known aszeroworlds.

14. Thoseworlds wherefive
Buddhasarisearecalled
Badda Worlds (Kalpas)

and our worlds isone of
them.

15. So far, four Buddhas
have visited our world
the last of whom was
Siddhartha Gautama of
Kapilavastu in India.

16. One Buddha is yet to
appear in our world and
devout Buddhists are

preparing themselves
for His Advent.

17. A Buddha means an

enlightened one -- a
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18.

human being whoattains
Buddhahood by means
of His discovery of the

Four Noble Truths.

Ofcourse,His realization
ofthe FourNoble Truths
isatamuchhigherlevel
than that of ordinary

" human beings.

19.

20.

Buddhasappearinsome
worlds at certain times
to guide erring creatures
to their liberation.

According to one oft-
quoted saying, asmany
Buddhas as the number
of grains of sand in the
GangesRiverhave app-

- eared so far.
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THE SHWEDA GON PAGODA (2) -

1. Thepagodawas tjn_ly 66

feet high when. it was
first built.

. It attainied its present
height and shape only
in the 14" and 15
centuries when it was
overbuilt and enlarged
“byasucce-ssionofMon
Kings and a queen who
were rulers of Lower
Myanmar in some
periods of our ancient
history. '

. Ofcourse various Myanmar
Kings also made major
improvements upon it
and aroundit, installing
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new "htees" orumbrellas
and great bells, gilding
it and buil- ding rest-
houses and "tazaungs"
or prayer halls.

4. Today,thepagodahasa
height 0of 326 feetand a
circumference of 1420
feet at the base.

5. Atfirstpagodawasonly
gilded fromtoptobottom.

6. Buttheupperpartofthe
pagoda-- from the
"bananabud" atfirstand
later, from the "baung

- yit" upwards--hasbeen
corvered with plates of
goldeachmeasuringone
square foot and weigh-
ing five- later six-ticals

since 1900.

7. Astothe umbrella, it is
covered with gold and
encrusted with numer-

7
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10.

11.

12,

ous gemssothatitsvalue
will be very hard to cal-
culate indeed.

. Youare probably aware

that the Myanmars are
very generous and cha-
ritable by nature.

. Hence, they offer only

the very besttothe pago-
das especially the great
Shwedagon--whichare
symbols of the Lord
Buddha.

The result is that the
Shwedagonhasbecome
a repository of the best
in Myanmar culture-
architecture, sculpture,
arts, crafts and all.

In other words, it is a
unique museum of
Myanmarartsand crafts.

That’s why the Shweda
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13.

14.

13.

goncomplexhasbecome
our chieftourist attract-
ion.

From the covered stair-
ways to the numerous
structures and the pago-
da itself, everything
about the Shwedagonis
permeated with beauty
and art born of loving
veneration.

The Shwedagon is the
holiest place of worship
toBuddhistsall overthe
worldand practically the
whole complexisawork
of art.

Most of the buildings
around the pagoda are
decorated with the best
specimens of Myanmar
painting and sculpture
sothata fewhours’study
of the pagoda and its
environs can giveyoua
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16.

17.

18.

19.

fairly good ideaofMya-
nmar arts and crafts.

Various parts of the pa-
godaareknown by diff-
erentnames descri-bing
their shapes.

The highest part of the
pagoda is the "seinbu"
or diamond bud which
is a spherical globe of
gold 10 inches in diam-
eter and inlaid with
4,350 diamonds and 93
other precious stones.

Just below the seinbu is
the "hngetmanar" (mea-
ning where birds do not
perch) or vane which is
a flag-shaped metal
frame.

Some peoplealsocall it
"hngetmyatnar" meaing
aperch forthe holy bird.
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20.

Next come the htee and
the "hngetpyawbu,"the

- banana bud.

21.

Below thé banana bud
come the "Kyalan" (the

2 up-turned lotus), the

"thabeik" (the alms-

. .. receiving bowl), the
- “kya-humauk ”’ (the
. down-turnedlotus), the

“baungyit” (the turban-
wrapper), the “panswe”

. -"m
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(thehanging flower)and

the "khaung laung" and

- (the bell) in that order.

22,

23.

The lower part of the
pagodacomprises three
pyitsayas or platforms
namely the first, the
second and the third
pyitsayas.

At the bottom lies the

main platform measur-
ing 900 feet from north

to south and 700 feet
from east to west. -
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24.. Thepagodaisknownto
have suffered from no
less than eight earth-
quakes since 1564 A.D
1<nc and ablgﬁre in 1931

25 One intriguing event in
the recent history of the
pagoda was the "visit"
of a tigress that was
found crouching at the
lower edge of the
bellshaped partin 1904.

26. Atlast, it was shot dead
by British soldiers.

27. Another interesting
‘development was the
long fight waged by
Myanmar Buddhists
against Europeans
wearing shoes at the
pagoda.

28. The fight was won by

the Buddhistsintheend
and no one has been
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allowed to wear shoes, copa3 30S0908¢ 8:48:00508g8
socksand thelikeatthe o[g3compolop:
pagoda ever since.
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THE SHWEDAGON PAGODA (3)

. TheShwedagonPagoda
is of the almost interest
to Buddhists and non-
Buddhists alike.

. To foreign visitors, the
pagoda represents the
bestin Myanmar culture
her piety, artsand crafts
and so on.

. Thepagodaanditsenvi-
rons constitute a verita-
ble museum of every-
thing Myanmar.

. Inotherwords, they pre-
: sent Myanmar Naing-
' ngan--theland of Myan-
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mar in a nutshell. -

. 5. Hence,ifaperson wants
to be acquainted with
Myanmar and he or she
has only two-threehours
to spare, then I would

. urge that person to visit
the ShwedagonPagoda.

6. That’stalking ingeneral
and now I’d like to go
into some specific points

“of interest.

7. Firstofall,Ishouldlike
toinentionwhatisknown
"as"thesacred-hairwell."
Here’s some thing out
of the ordinary--- “the
sacred- hair well”

8. It lies'in a building just
about two dozen steps
away to the north of the
northern prayer hall
which is attached to the
pagoda. -
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9. The entrance to it has

been closed to prevent
5" theadventurousandthe
‘i curious from going
so.down atthe risk-of their
o o JIves. i 80t 2p8locof

P
500
! ..--,,t.-.rv

100 Drey:oge
9 As you can see, the enf-
rancetoithasbeenbarred
sothatinquisitive people
gt 'mightnot godownrisk-
mg thelr ]mes andlives.

.-1.-1.-** '-.- -.-r. ..,‘
of BeE {

-

....

10 Accordmgtuanoﬂ-tnld
tale, a Buddhist novice
‘v:>went down the well a
~.few decades ago and
never came back. .o

11. Maybethat’sthereason
why the entrance to the
well has been closed.

12. Thispitorwellis widely
believed to lead to the
hall right at the bottom
of the great pagoda
where the sacred hairs
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and other relics of four
Buddhas are enshrined.

&l 3 zAtfanslation'of anintri-
igoadegliing 'eye-witnessacg-
3czdcount® ofaEliropedn-=an
csodltalianifrememberrig-
122oht=s-who-supposedly
went down the well
"long ago" was carried
by thelocal papersabout
thirty-years ago.
&ofodeondoce o goaiap fee 3¢)
A4-Hec¢laimed to: hayegea—
29 sched therelic-chamber.
Euycc:a&s:@&“:?cc?mp o +a'§r:.?
cI'5::Accordingtohisdccount,
the sacred relics were
placed-- presumably in
a reliquary-- on a raft,
?r 0 uun'ply iﬂg that thbre WBS./
222cdswateratthe bottam of
b3 the pagoda:-oi coo’s
16fulocnco
16. That statement is highly
plausible as the common
fucy: experience is that water
2 2cOcomesoutwheréveryou
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digthe ground a few feet
in Yangon.

17 A legend says that the

relic chamber was/ is

- guarded by "sword and

spear machines" or au-
tomatons armed with
swords and spears to
fend off would be robb-

ers and plunderers.

18. You probably know that

19.

20.

most relic-chambers
inside Myanmar pago-
das are virtual treasure
housesfilled with offer-
ings of jewellery worth
zillions.

It will be a fantastic jour-
ney indeed if we can go
down the well today
with lights and other
necessary equipment.

As befitting the holiest
Buddhist shrine inMya-
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[(§rgdc88en
.. nmar and debatably in

the whole world-- the

.- ShwedagonPagodaabo-
- undsinsecrets or points

. . of interest and myst- | -

. ery.

21.

v

23.

Tomention one, thereis
the Bo Bo Aung (dona-
ted) Image lying in a
small shrine opposite to
the Eastern Shrine or
prayer hall.

Theimageissaidtohave
been donated by Bo Bo
Aung, the most well-
known Weikzar in My-
anmar falklore.

According to our tradi-
tion, a Weikzar is a hu-
man being who has
achieved supernatural
powers by pursuing al-
chemy successfully or
by other means.

g
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24; Incidentally,the Shwe-
(:5{-dagon-Pagoda is gene-
qoaptally believed to-be;a
«wcfavourite hauntof Weil-
zars, hermits endowed
withmagical powersand
similarbeings who have
¢oop-come to do obéisance to
Aé¢dtinorderto gaineternal
o 'merit for'their well-be-
réocoing in future livesioeseo

25. Hence, you might run
intooneifyouaredestin-

o= ed todosoand thatbeing
<3’ might grantyoua boon
i+ /e, or two;s0-Wwatch out! s
né :"'15:“7: $f uc*“:uhT 6

26. Of course that mystlc
will not be obviously
«;0'dressed:’he or she is
‘fncz more likely to be i dis-

“-guiseto test your chari-
énomtableness or generomty
‘n ] ;‘ 'J'TJ-"'{E:' ) :_.;.."‘l_ Tl /" e

27. So, the” mendwan_t you
gave one kyat to might
turn out to be a Weikzar
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plunderers
zillions
fantastic

As befitting

- debatably

- abounds in
pursuing
mystic beings

occult powers
adjacent to
folklore
supernatural
alchemy
incidentally
haunt
endowed with

do obeisance to

eternal merit
(be) destined
boon

in disguise
charitableness
generosity
mendicant
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THE SHWEDAGON PAGODA (4).

1. Three images of the'

Bud-dha at the Shwe

.dagonPagodaare gener-
i -allybelievedfobeespec-
«.» ially endowed with

.~ powers for answering
.prayers. -

2. Oneofthem isthe One-
~ entrance-cave Image
.. which is situated right
atthemiddle pointofthe
eastern upper platform

of the pagoda.

3. Itissaid thatinthe days
of Myanmar Kings,
princess were prohibited

.. fromvisiting thisimage

. -for fear that its prayer-

" answering pqwersmight
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beutilized inconspiring
against the king.

One snag is that it is 5 026g§ormeo Sopep:u0 B¢
imposible for ladies to 8: cogumrﬁqoii FP A VGUI0YD
visitthisimage as it lies’ ﬁcq,cmq 2903 o gccmu (80
on the upper platform oxuSsSqpu

which is off limits (out

of bounds) to them.

. But, never mind. You 3lcod c3ge§olop:n mde[o3:03, s

ladies can always pray 8:qp:u» sog§»08q oo
to your heart’s content »co:s05(0pSocoo} 546992
ifyou wish, atthe other 8c503¢:09 s9c0E:8E[30lon0SH
two especially-wish-ful-

filling pagodaorimages.

. One is the big image odxmeon meqonad 3203 0§

sitting in the eastern pr-  e00c:90§0} QSgo:e0rS[3: (o0l
ayer hall. oS

. Its unusual and wish- 338qQ8go:e0r5(c3:§, @:(e2:8: =04

fulfilling feature is the ([0pSocoo} mAlqdmeor cvndun
mudra or position of its  coade0r54, ¢[30 23.eUp0> FBegaacon:
right hand: its palm is [88cloreSn g€z, cwa3uclicor5um
turned upward or out- mwoSxas :n[:émnﬁoﬁs 0§ coo: B

wards, indicating thatit sqp:eoiecdi comé:q:edcoogp:c

is about to give away cogeuianconn cedp§: :q.t.ﬂa:ﬂ:u
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fe (boonsordisperse bless-
2 dngS e
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¢82 Perhaps ynu are.aware
mmthat most other images
o of the Buddhahave their

right palms turned down
wards.

9. The other is popularly
knownasthe Shinsawpu
Pagoda.

10. It was probably built by

Shinsawpu, the only

Queen in the recorded

history of Myanmar,

who made great changes
orratherimprovements
in the shape and size of
the ShwedagonPagoda.

11. Lyingneartheironshrine

inthe Rahu (north- west)

Corner, the Pagoda is

also called. The Four

Bars Pagoda.
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12. The implication is that
four monks whose titles
(names) began with Bar
such as Bartamort and
Barmeh and who were
famous for their occult
powers played a major
roleinthe creation ofthe

pagoda or rather the
image. .

13. FourZAGAR trees gro-
wingnearby may be part
- of the magical scheme.

14. One well-known habitat
ofzagartrees is Mt.Popa
in Central Myanmar
whichmay be campared
with Mt.Olympus in
Greece in that it is beli-
eved to be a favourite
abode of Nats or spirits
in Myanmar.

15. Some spirit worshippers
inMyanmarpayrespects
to the memory of Pabai
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Maung Tintdai (Mr.

Handsome, the Black-

smith). ‘
16. He was said to be burnt
to death at the foot of a
zagartreeinthe Tagaung
Era.
17. He is believed by some
tohave becomethe guar-
dian spirit ofthe interior
of the house.
18. Heis alsoknownas Int-
erior of the House Lord
ofthe-Great-Mountain,
that is Mt.Popa.
19. I'mtelling youaall thisto
let you know that zagar
trees or flower always
have a special associa-
tion with the spirt-wor-
ship in our country.

20. Besides thé three prayer-
answering pagodas or
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21.

images I've mentioned,
there are many other
pagodas of special inte-
resttothose inthe know,
at the Shwedagon.

Oneofthemistheimage
believed to have been
castby the famed Monk
Goat Bull of the Bagan
Era.

22. Monk Goat- Bull was

23

analchemistwhopresen-
ted his philosopher’s
stone to the king saying
inwriting thatitneeded
to be treated with excre-
ment before it achiev-
ed its supernatural pow-
ers.

. Unfortunately theking’s

reader darednotread out
the offensive word--
excrement--intheroyal
presence and substituted

© it with something sour

. ooo8Sicantemp
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which is a similar word
in Myanmar language.

24. The Kingpassed anord-

erthat itbe done and the -

order was carried out.

25. Needlessto say nothing

happened and the stone -

remained a lifeless,
powerless stone since
itslastalchemicrequire-
ment wasn’t fulfilled.
26. Considering that the
monk had improperly
pulled his royal leg, the
king had the monk’s
eyes pulled out and
returned the stone to
him.
27. The monk was so angry
at his stone that he had

itthrown into the latrine.

at the monastery.

28. Andloandbehold! The
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stoneunderwentmagical
transformation and
became a full-fledged
philosopher’s stone,
sending out flashes of
light at the same time,
since the last condition
in the alchemic process
had been met.

29. Realizing that his stone
had achieved success,
themonkhaditretrieved
and sent his novices to
themarketto bring back
whatever eyes of carca-
sses they could find to
restore his eyesight by
means of his philoso-
pher’s stone.

However, the novices
managed to bring back
onlyaneyeofagoatand
aneye ofabull asit was
late in the morning and
the market was about to

break up.

30.

mobdicaniemp
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31. Not making a fuss of it
the monk put the eyes
into hisempty eye-sock-
ets and touched them
with his philosopher’s
stone.

32. Instantly, the eyes beca-

me his and he could see

again.

33. Henceforward, hecame

to be known as Monk

Goat-Bull.

34. Being a monk, he had

plenty of fortitude and

magnanimity and he
forgave the king.

35. Not only that he also
showered goldandsilver
all over the land of Ba-
gan.

36. He brought so much

wealth to Bagan that

even widows were said

Q0
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tobeableto build pago-
das.

37. You now know at least
oneversionofwhy there
are so many pagodas in
and around Bagan.

38. Sincethisimagehasone
eyelargerthanthe other
just like Monk Goat
Bull's, you can easily
imagine who the builder
of this pagoda might
have been.

39. Itcanbeseeninthenorth-
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1.

THE SHWEDAGON PAGODA (5)

The ShwedagonPagoda
and its environs abound
in so many mysterious
and intriguing objects
of worship and works of
art that it will take one
weeks if not months to
visit and study all of
them in some detail.

. Letmedrawyour atten-

tion to some more of
them in addition to the
onesIhavealready des-
cribed.

. There are two more pa-

godas associated with
Weikzars and Zawgyis
justliketheBoBoAung
and Shin Saw Pu pago-
das.
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4. They are the Weikzar

ZawgyiPagodaand the
Shin Mahtee Pagoda.

. The formerissituated at

the Saturday (South-
western) corner of the
(Shwedagon) Pagoda
and the latter can be
found inside the Shin
Mahtee prayerhalllying
to the north of the Nau-
ngdawgyi (Older Bro-
ther) Pagoda.

. A Zawgyi is somewhat

similar to a weikzar in
that both of them are
hu- man beings who
haverisentosupernatural
status through occult
means.

. I'm sorry I can't tell you

theexactdifference bet-
ween the two as I'm no
expert in such matters.
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8. Some surmise that the
name Zawgyi is deriv-
ed from the Indian (San-
skrit? Pali ?) word Yo-
gi denothing a person
who practises yoga-var-
ious systems of bodily
and mental control-- to
attain physical and me-
ntalwill.

9. Ontheotherhand, weik-
zarisaPalt word mean-
ing enlightenment. Soa
weikzaris someone who
has attained enlighten-
ment and the resulting
special powers.

Howeverbothaweikzar
and azawgyiare said to
be not above enjoying
sex now and then.

10.

It is said that there is a
forest in the Himalayas
where trees bear fruit
which are exactreplicas
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ofithe human body, both
male and female.

12. Whenweikzarsandzaw-
gyis who spend most of
their time at the Hima-
layas feel like having a
little fun, they touch the
female-shaped fruitkn-
ownasillusory females
with their magic wands
bringing the fruit to life
for a short dura-tion.
13. Youcanimaginetherest
to be sure.

14. You can see figures of
zawgyis at the weikzar-
zawgyi pagoda.

15. If you want to see an
'Hllusory female' how-
ever,youwillhaveto go
tothe old brick entrance
hall behind the figures
ofogresnearthesouthern
entrance to the pagoda.
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16. Thereyoucanseeherin
her birthday suit, gam-
boling with her zawgyi
friends.

17. The Shin Mahtee Pago-
da or Image is believed
tohavebeenmade about
athousand yearsago by
Shin Mahtee, a monk
whowasreputedtobea
weikzar.
18. Thereare quiteanumber
of people who believe
that special blessings or
favours will be granted
to them if they worship
at the pagoda orimages
build or donated by wei-
kzars and zawgyis.

19. Afewofthem mayeven

be aspiring to be weik-

zars or Zawgyis them-
selves.

20. Another image of the
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21.

22,

23.

Buddhaassociated with
the occult world is the
Padarshin (Living Mer-
cury Ball something.
similar to a philoso-
pher’s stone) Image.

The forehead of that
image is slightly protru-
ding inthe middle sugg-
esting that a padarshin
ball has been enshrined
there.

The implication is that
since the image has an
all-powerful padarshin
ballenshrined inits fore-
head, whatever you pray
foratthisimageis likely
to be granted.

One striking feature of
thisimageisthe factthat
itis very proportionally
made. In fact, it is one
ofthehandsomestbrass
images ofthe Buddhato
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beseenatthe Shwedagon
Pagoda.
24. Anotherimage of spec-
ial note is the Myetshin
(Living Eye) Image well
known foritsremarkably
clear eyes.

23,
crossleggedinsideashr-
ine to be found in the
Sunday (Southeastern)
ComeroftheShwedagon
Pagoda.

26. Some people practise
meditation at its foot In
the beliefthattheir vows
will be fulfilled more
easily owingtoitsspeci-
al powers.

Itisabrickimagesitting
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intriguing
objects of worship
associated with
the former

thetatter

human beings
supernatural

status

through occult means
surmise

is derived from
denoting
enlightenment

are not above

replicas

feel like having a little fun
magic wands
duration

ogres

sitting crosslegged
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THE SHWEDAGON PAGODA (6)

1. By now, it should be
obvious to you that the
Shwedagonanditsenvi-
rons abound in things of
cultural interest.

2. Look anywhere at the
pagoda and you are like-
ly to find something that
will intrigue you either
by its appearance or its
background orthe myth
behind it.

3. Forinstance,there’sthe
figure of King Okkalapa,
the builder ofthe original
Shwedagon Pagoda
whichhasbeen overbuilt
again and again until it
has attained the present
shape and grandeur.
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4.

Youcanseeitatthe Ra-
hu (west-northwest) co-
mer, hanging justbelow
the first Pyitsaya (Plat-
form).

. Thefigures of Sakkaand

Mai Lamu (Miss Man-
grove), the legen-dary
parents of King Okklapa,
can be seen at about the
same heightinthe Satur-
day corner.

. Incidentally, itmightbe

a good idea to bring
binocularstothe pagoda
so that you could see
these figures and other
interesting sights espe-
cially the jewels in the
'umbrella' ofthe pagoda,
in close up.

. Andyoumightbe inter-

ested toknow that Sakka
was the king of Devas
or gods and Mai Lamu
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10.

L1

was a fruitmaiden born
of a mangrove tree.

. To be more specific,

there are six realms of
godsaltogetherexisting
one on top of another
accordingto traditional
Buddhist cosmology
and Sakka was only the
ruler of the two lowest
realms.

. Mai Lamu grew up into

a fine young woman
with whom Sakka fell
in love and King Okk-
alapa was the offspring
of their union.

Oh, would you like to
visit the birthplace of
Mai Lamu? You can do
so easily.

It is none other than the
site of the Mai Lamu
Pagoda, less than two
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L2,

13.

14.

13.

miles to the north of the
World-Peace Pagoda.

There you can still see
many mangrove trees
growing near the pago-
dawhich is worth a visit
per seas it is notewor-
thy for its unusual tabl-
eaux in concrete depict-
ing someincidents from
thelife ofthe Buddhaor
some of His disciples.

If you want to sample
someavant-garde Mya-
nmar Buddhist sculp-
ture, that’sthe place you
ought to visit.

Now let me tell you
about some more nota-
ble features ofthe Shwe-
dagon.

There’s a figure of a
Brahma a superiorkind
ofgodembracingababy,
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16.

1T.

18.

19.
- by King Tharrawaddy

tothe east of the sorthern
entrance prayer hall.

Somepeoplebelievethat
prayers to the figure for
the gift of a child are
answered as arule.

Itisalsosaid that infan-
ts possessed by evil spi-
rits can also be made
well by praying to the
figure.

If you are interested in
ogres, you can see two
behind the two large
figures of lions sittings
on either side of the
southern entrance and
twomore besidethe wall
near the top of the
northern stairway.

The formerweredonated

when he visited the pa-
goda in 1841 and the
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20.

21.

22,

23

24.

latter were the gifts of
Queen Shin Saw Pu.

Of special interest to
scholars are the (stone)
inscriptions of King

Dhammaceti set up in
1485.

There are three of them
telling the story of the
foundation ofthe pagoda
inMon, Pali and Myan-
mar Languages.

They canbe foundinthe
north eastern corner of
the main platform.

Buddhists revere the
Buddha so much that
they even pay homage
toHis footprintsgenuine
or symbolic.

Thereare three symbolic
footprints ofthe Buddha
at the Shwedagon, one
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23.

26.
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28.

29,

in a shrine near the
northern prayerhall and
two in a shrine in the
Tuesday Corner.

Two big bells of special
interestcanalsobeseen
at the Shwedagon.

One cast in 1778 and
donated by King Singu-
min weights about 24
tons.

It was taken away as a
trophy by the British
druing the First Anglo
Myanmar War (1824-
26), but sank in the
Hlaing River.

It was salvaged andrepl-
aced inthe Rahu Corner
of the pagoda in 1926,
afteralotof strug-gleon
the partofthe Buddhists.

The largest bell at the
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30.

1

obvious
environs
abound in
intrigue
myth

grandeur

legendary

incidentally

binoculars

pagodais the one dona-
ted by King Tharrawad-
dyin 1841.

It weighs about 42 tons
and can be seen in the
Sunday Corner.

Thisbellhasavery plea-
sant sound which is said
to have three tones at
least; its name in Pali is
Maha Tisadda Ghanta
meaning the greatthree
toned bell.
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Devas
specific
realms
cosmology
offspring
Union

per se

tableaux

concrete
depicting
incidents
disciples

avant-garde

superior
asarule
possessed
ogres
donated
inscriptions

revere

pay homage to

genuine
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