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The Ghost of the Virus

Poems by Maung Ni Oo
Translated by Zaw Tun
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Days Haunted by The Ghost of the Virus

(A)

Unexpectedly,

the World hits upon this Virus,

so do all of us living on this earth.
No way to evade or escape,

Face and get over it.

(B)

crises of the World

in the New Normal

Some gone afloat, others struggling,
others risk their lives for rescue,

all hands on deck.

But there are hundreds of self-centred guys
who did exploit for their own interests.
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More dreadful, more disgusting

the Viruses of defilements

than the COVID-19 Virus!

They distort our World uglier than ever.

Stay Home is the most secure;

though no crows on the roof

invite any guest,

yet the hosts are still filled with fear:

fear of both the visible foe

and the invisible foe.

No virus-infected deaths,

but bombs and bullets coming from nowhere
took away the innocent lives, but how many?
Such tragic news often breaks out these days.
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(D)

Personally speaking,

Through the remedy of Poetry,

I could overcome the stress and fear of these
dark days;

I could disover myself and had more time to
do meditation.

A medical check-up of the Poet

unfailingly shows the existence of infectious
viruses of Poetry carrying optimism.

Here I present the short pieces of Poetry
reflecting the contemporary feelings.

Maung Ni Oo
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(1)
Only through the microscope can I see you.
So mesmerizing!

-"//



20 Gﬂﬁégé:

q)
o[geqorqsonpm
@“&i;tﬂﬂs GCD:CQS

mgp[0B:a3 oRcapSagnionddi
®

o . LY
positive positive &,

3(0|00e0706800E0) F@ent:i[8Enweoieny

qpigp:oood

g3 ojs:en0leo... 1



t‘i&:qﬁﬁmcg ‘ 090

(2)

That invisible enemy

a thousand times smaller than a particle of fog,
yet it shakes up the whole world.

3)

“Positive!”

The number on the rise
Shockingly!

May our world be fit and strong.
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4)
The result of the Lab

No! I won’t question,
I want no answer, either.
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Lockdown

Quarantine

social distancing

work from home gpS:¢qum03§0:
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Lockdown

Quarantine

social distancing

work from home strategy

I’ve acquired new terms already.
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I am here, but my mind is not here.
Stay home! -

Then you get an insight into the Law of
Nature.

¢

Your shadow scares you now.

Six feet distancing,

The same Mind, but the Bodies must be far
apart,

Materials now smeared

with dangers.
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Risking your Life,

Bet for your Luck.

I don’t want to win this sort of prize.
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Wash your hands clean,
Wash your Mind clean,
Know your breath coming in,
know your breath going out,
the smell of Death in the air.

(10)

Yesterday
and Today he’s there. (You, damned Death!)
Tomorrow is uncertain.
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(11)

Everybody wearing a mask,
Where’s the smile gone?
Green eyes!
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(12)

The Pandemic!

Stay close at hand, and get affected.
‘Not easy to open a counterattack
at the enemy close at hand.
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