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Architects are mainly concerned with individual
buildings rather than with the effect these buildings
have on our cities as a whole. To what extent do you
agree with this statement? How closely should
architects work with town planning departments?
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Architects and Cities

Every city has its architectural character, but the similarities
between cities are more cbvious these days than in the
past. In my opinion, one reason for this is the high price of
land.

In most large cities, land is scarce and consequently
it is very valuable. This has led to the construction of tall
buildings which occupy only a small area of land while
providing lots of floor space where people can live or work.
Buildings of this type are made of concrete and steel and
can be built comparatively quickly using prefabricated
materials. They do not use local materials, such as stone,
timber or brick, which used to give cities their individual
character. In consequence many cities now look very much
the same and you might not know whether you were in
Brisbane, Bangkok or Berlin when you are on the street.

While I realise that we cannot stand in the way of
progress, I believe that cities should try to keep some

individuality. For example, in Paris it is prohibited to build, -

very tall buildings in the centre of the city, as this would
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spoil the overall appearance of the skyline.

Other cities have chosen to design unique buildings
to ensure they look different. The twin towers in Kuala
Lumpur or the Opera House in Sydney are examples of
this approach, and I agree with this kind of initiative.

All in all, although it is regrettable that modem
cities look similar, I tend to feel that this is unavoidable.
However, it can be argued that, even if the buildings are
similar, cities will maintain their own character as a result
of cultural diversity, the terrain and the climate, which
ultimately determine how people live.
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Glossary (coluoq)

1. architectural character = Soyom@cE:Rcep
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2. similarities = :agcoRRYP:
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6. valuable = §§:§eon
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9. individual = onaS:00(e0:

10. prohibited = oo conicom
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12. approach = g9y
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Child rearing is a complicated matter and the modern
environment makes it a major problem in need of a
new mode. Present your view on the matter.
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I believe that child-rearing should be the responsibility of
both parents and that, while the roles within that partnership
‘may be different, they are nevertheless equal in importance.
In some societies, it has been made easier over the years
for single parents to raise children on their own. However,
this does not mean that the traditional family, with both
parents providing emotional support and role-models for
their children, is not the most satisfactory way of bringing
up children.

Of orueial importance, in my opinion, is how we
define responsible for bringing the children up. At its
simplest, [t could mean giving the financial support
necessary to provide a home, food and clothes and making
sure the child is safe and receives an adequate education.
This would be the basic definition.

There is, however, another possible way of defining
that part of the quotation. That would say it is not just the
father’s responsibility to provide the basics for his children, .
while his wife involves herself in the everyday actmty Q‘f
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bringing them up. Rather, he should share those daily
duties, spend as much time as his job allows witb his
children, play with them, read to them, help directly with
their education, participate very fully in their lives and
encourage them to share his.

It is this second, fuller, concept of 'fatherhood’ that
I am in favour of, although I also realise how difficult it is
to achieve sometimes. The economic and employment
situation in many countries means that jobs are getting
more, not less, stressful, requiring long hours and perhaps
long journeys to work as well. Therefore it may remain for
many a desirable idea rather than an achievable reality.
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. partnership
. societies
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. traditional family = aoeo:§:aq8200:9

. crucial

3

4

5

6. satisfactory
7

8. simplest

9

. financial support

10. adequate
11. quotation
12. involves
13. share

14. concept
15. fatherhood
16. realise

17. stressful -
18. desirable
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You have been asked to write about the following topic.
Some people believe that children’s leisure activities
must be educational, otherwise they are a complete
waste of time. Do you agree or disagree? Give reasons
for your answer and include any relevant examples
from your experience.
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Children’s Leisure Activities

Today, education has become a priority for many parents
seeking to secure a good future for their children in this
rapidly changing world. They believe that if their children
apply themselves and work hard at school, then they will
increase their opportunities for going to higher education
and eventually getting a good job. Of course they are right,
and as access to the best education and best jobs is
becoming more competitive, then it is true that children
have to make the best of their study time when they are
young.

However, the parents who do not allow their
children sufficient free time for leisure activities outside
school hours, are misguided. Such activities are far from
being a waste of time for the children simply because they
are not academic. It is important to remember that children
need to develop skills other than intellectual ones, and the
best way to do this is through activities such as sports,

games and playing with other kids. If they cannot play -
make-believe games, how can they develop th;:__;f

A
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imagination? How can they learn physical coordination or
learn important social lessons about winning and losing if
they do not practise any sports? Many children form strong,
personal relationships with the friends they play with, and
without the opportunity to do this, they could grow up
emotionally immature or unformed.

Finally, I think it is also important to remember
that children need to relax as well as work. If everything
they do must have some educational or academic relevance,
then they will soon get tired of studying altugether which
is the last thing parents would want.
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rapidly
changing world
opportunities
eventually -
access

10. competitive

11. sufficient

12. misguided
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13. academic

14. intellectual
15. imagination
16. co-ordination
17. social lessons
18. relationships
19. emotionally
20. immature

21. unformed

22. relax

23. relevance
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Present a written an argument or case to an educated
reader with no specialist knowledge of the following
topic.

In many countries, children are engaged in some kind
of paid work. Some people regard this as completely
wrong, while others consider it as valuable work
experience, important for learning and taking
responsibility.

What are your opinions on this?
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Children and Work Experience

The issue of children doing paid work is a complex and
sensitive problem. It is difficult to say who has the right to
judge whether children working is ‘wrong’ or ‘valuable’.
Opinions will also differ as to ‘learning’ benefits: no doubt
teachers and factory owners, for example, would have
varying concerns. |

An important consideration is the kind of work
undertaken. Young children doing arduous repetitive tasks
on a factory production line, for example, are less likely to
be ‘learning’ than older children helping in an old people’s
home. There are health and safety issues to be considered
as well. It is an unfortunate fact that many employers may
prefer to use the services of children simply to save money
by paying them less than adults and it is this type of
exploitation that should be discouraged.

However, in many countries children work because
their families need the additional income, no matter how

small. This was certainly the case in the past in many
industrialized countries, and it is very difficult to judge

O
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that it is wrong for children today to cunmbutc to the famlly
income in this way. .

Nevertheless, in better economic circumstances,
few parents would choose to send their children out to
full-time paid work. If learning responsibilities and work
experience are considered to be important, then children
can acquire these by having light, part-time jobs or even
doing tasks such as helping their parents around family
home, which are unpaid, but undoubtedly of value in
children's development.
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Write an essay expressmg yuur pumt of view on the
following topic:

Should there be a minimum school leaving age, or
should students and their parents be free to decide when
they leave school?

m&&m@:&cﬁﬁ.ﬁ 0050005 o€amfgEa’ eqpoomith opbaopd
eogSq cmplicgebadogSioy sochgchagBiupScona comphicg
E&g cmpEomigp:sé  0poB8ooup: rogoSmGgo {godgé

qopdooos




Compulsory Education

One feature of improved education systems around the
world has been an increase in the period of compulsory
schooling for students. In many developed countries
students are now required to stay at school until they are
15 years of age.

" There are quite plausible reasons for opposing this
policy. Low income families, for example, may not be able
to afford to keep their children at school and may resent
governments imposing this decision on them. In many
developing countries children can bring in much needed
income, either by working in family agricultural activities,
or else through paid employment. Compulsory schooling
might also be opposed on educational grounds. Recent
studies have shown that compulsory school can be
psychologically damaging for students who are not
motivated to learn. They may be more ready to learn later
on as adults when their motivation is_stronge..

But there are also strong reasons why students .

should be obliged to remain at school until a certain ag\e
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First, at a young age students.are unlikely to be sufficiently
mature to make sensible decisions about their lives. We
should not allow students to make decisions they may later
regret. A second reason is that in today’s society, where
increasingly high levels of skills and knowledge are
required of the work force, early school leavers will find it
very difficult to obtain employment.

It is my view that schooling should be compulsory
until a certain age. Education authorities, however, may
ensure that the education provided is both affordable
families and relevant and interesting to students.
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Some say doctors are best. Some say teachers are the
greatest. What is your opinion concerning their position
in our society. '
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Doctor and Teacher

Whether workers like doctors and teachers are undervalued
or not is a debatable issue. However, I believe, that workers
such as teachers and doctnrs should be pa1d more mnney
for a countless reasons. : :

First of all, in my opinion, workers like teachers
are more important for the society than actors. Therefore,
they should be paid large sums of money to keep them
educating people. Education is very essential for any
society to progress and develop. Therefore teachers play
an important role for performing this necessary aspect of
development. Without teachers it will be impossible to
know the basic levels of education, so teachers build
students progress socially, intellectually and educationally.
As a consequence of this, teachers should be valued
according to this very essential role for the society.

Secondly, I personally believe that film actors,
actresses do not play the same role as doctors. Doctors

protect people from spread of infections diseases which ,

could damage not only the health of the general public,
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but also can deteriorate all aspects of our life. Without
doctors, many well educated and productive people may
be killed by diseases. Therefore, the doctors are very useful
in health and progress which are necessary for any nation
in the world wide. As a result of this position they should
be paid some more money to keep the general public health
and productive.

‘Thirdly, I largely disagree that film actors, actresses
are important. I think they do not take part in developing a
nation’s health and progress. Although they receive huge
sums of money, they do not achieve any significant
development for the society. I believe that their job is not
as essential as health, economic progress and technological
achievement. In contrast, progress and technological
development as well as health of the nation depend mostly
on teachers and health care works. Therefore, the latter
should be more respected and paid to them the amount of
money they deserve.

To sum up, I strongly be rise that works such as
there of teachers and doctors are more important than film
actors, actresses. Therefore, the former should be con-
sidered more than latter and paid to them accordingly to
this essential role they do for the society.
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Essay Writing

Essays, whether written as part of a secondary school
programme of further education course, are designed to
test your thinking, writing and study skills. Creative essays
offer you the freedom to demonstrate your abilities to
communicate effectively. Analytical essays, on the other
hand, will require you to show that you have researched
the topic and drawn on the work of others to come to your
conclusion.

The amount of time and effort you devote to writing
an essay will depend on how it fits into the overall scheme
of assessment and should be in direct proportion to the
percentage of marks allotted. If the essay constitutes part
of your coursework, the time and effort required will
depend on what marks, if any, are going towards your
overall mark and grade. |

However interesting and well prepared your essay
may be, if it does not address the question, you will not

receive a good mark. It is therefore essential that yow”

examine the question and understand what is required. Be
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sure you know what is being asked for and then consider
what information is relevant and what is not.

Use a variety of relevant background texts, refer
to your lecture notes and heed any advice given by your
lecturer. When you collect material always ask yourself
what questions need to be answered and then take good
notes in your own words. Begin notes on each source on a
new page and do not forget to record details of the author,
title of the book and, date of publication. Remember that
copying words from another writer’s work without
acknowledging the source constitutes the serious crime of
plagiarism.

Once you have collected your source material you
should then sketch out a plan. Begin by writing three or
four sentences, which provide a summary of the essay. You
can amend or add to the plan as you proceed and it provides
a useful scaffold for your essay. It also ensures that you!
coyer all the main themes and that your essay focuses on
the question. Ideally you should plan to examine the
question from all sides, presenting various views before
reaching a conclusion based on the evidence.

The introduction to the essay should explain to the
reader how you are going to tackle the question and provide
an outline of what will follow. Then move on to the main
body of the essay. Refer to your notes and develop two or
three logical arguments. Begin each paragraph with a topic
sentence, which clearly states the subject to be discussed,
and then use the remainder of the paragraph to fill out this
opening sentence. A good essay should finish rather than
simply stop. That is to say, the conclusion should provide

a statement of your final position, summing up the®

A
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arguments that your opinions are based upon.

It is important to keep the essay relevant and to
provide some examples, quotations, illustrations, diagrams
or maps wherever appropriate. However, it is equally
important to avoid the temptation to pad your essay with
unwanted information: this wastes your time and
undermines the relevant parts of the essay. In coursework
and assessment essays not written under examination
conditions, do not forget to acknowledge your sources in
a bibliography.
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Some employers reward members of staff for their
exceptional contribution to the company by giving them
extra money. This practice can act as an incentive for
some but may also have a negative impact on others.
To what extent is this style of management effective?

Are there better ways of encouraging employees to
work hard?
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Handling the Employee

In times of high unemployment, employers need do very
little to encourage their staff to work hard, but when job
vacancies are scarce, they have to find effective ways of
rewarding their staff in order to stop them from going
elsewhere.

One obvious way of doing this is to offer extra
money to employees who are seen to be working
exceptionally hard and this is done in companies with a
product to sell. For example, real estate agents or
department stores can offer a simple commission on all
sales.

This style of management favours people who can
demonstrate their contribution through sales figures, but
does not take into account the work done by people behind
the scenes who have little contact with the public. A better
approach is for management to offer a bonus to all the
staff at the end of the year if the profits are healthy. This,

however,.does not allow management to target individuals ¢

who have genuinely worked harder than others.
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Another possibility is to identify excellent staff
through incentive schemes such as ‘Employee of the
Month’ or “‘Worker of the Week’ to make people feel
recognised. Such people are usually singled out with the
help of clients. Hotels, restaurants and tour operators may
also allow staff to accept tips offered by clients who are
pleased with the service. However, tipping is a highly
unreliable source of money and does not favour everyone.

Basically, employees want to be recognised for their
contribution whether through receiving more money or
simply some encouraging words. They also need to feel
that their contribution to the whole organisation is
worthwhile. Good management recognises this need and
responds appropriately.
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Glossary (coluxoq)

1. unemployment = ®S033

2. employers = 2Roqiyp:

3. encourage = 0ic0:0p5

4. staff = o@ma:

5. job vacancies =  ppSsdgyp:

6. scarce = gprolico0n

7. rewarding = gfec[sé:

8. obvious =  Sooocoégpiearn

9. extra money = mJegae[m:

10. exceptionally = op:oni(eni(en:

11. real estate agents =  B5[c[geepcionSeq:
caqE 4P

12. commission = cmdeqc

13. favour = qngﬁcmco:mé

14. demonstrate = 20q0[gp5
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16. sales figures = mepC:mBg0me:gp:

17. bonus = :qc@:

18. target = 08905000:20p51 0E0§000:0RS

19. individuals
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20. genuinely =  PeFoOMLS

21. possibility = [s08Scf3

22. tipping = coxodaqico:acs |
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25. appropriately
- 26. worth while
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Write an essay expressing your point of view on the
following topic. The most advanced medical treatment
tends to be very expensive. However, people’s access to
good health care should not depend on social factors
such as their level of income or social status.
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Health Care

All people should have access to adequate health care. It
is difficult to argue against this proposition. In theory most
people would agree with it. But in practice it is more
difficult to find countries where it is actually true.

Health care systems, such as in the United States,
where a large proportion of the population cannot afford
health insurance are most undesirable in social issue.
People are not cared for properly if they suffer a serious
accident or become seriously ill. Yet in the same country
the very best in medical services are available to those
with the capacity to pay. Are we at the point where we
accept that the life of a rich person is worth more than that
of a poor person?

Governments have a responsibility to provide basic
health services to all the population. However, governments
always have limited resources, and they have a
responsibility to use these in an efficient and effective

manner. For example, it is difficult to justify governments >

spending money on expensive medical procedures sugh



