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tide

until moon shadows
are awake |
the jasmine bed

has to wait

the sea in ruins as it is
lower than the road
life uncivilized

noises tremble

like the wild wind
piercing old dates

the tide has run

house sans barriers
still enjoying a sound sleep

1995, Aungpinlal
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new page

my love
without learning it

I got it by heart

that darkness in the corner

I don't want to read

pile up the star-falling nights

my love |

without looking at them

I see them

the dewdrops on the barbed wires
- Idon't want toread

pour away the smiles and laughs

my love

beyond the mountains

it's time the sun rose

for the sleeping me to wake up
 my mind awakens me

my love
let's abandon the future

-"//

2010, Insein
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cake baked in fire

- inher hand

whirlwind cakes

one after the other urgently
with heat she's grown up

along the line of the fair

sewn with

burning

the flame bigger than the stove

a female

a flame

in a row in the street -

like a root clutching the earth

how bravely she lives in the human world

will sell the cake?

will sell the fire?

won't sell the conundrum
that's sunk the whole winter

the darker it grows the prettier the moon
small change for a day
counting the falling stars

2000, Yatarshwe
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Bells

banyan leaves

brush against their heads
as they walk

banyan leaf brushes
banyan leaf

banyan leaf and wind
brush .
one shadow and another
brush 4

all the sounds shelter in the banyan's shade

1996, Yangon
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Ode to the Swan

it may not be quick

but if it doesn't sink, the duty's done, so saying
the great Irrawaddy, and me

still flowing into 2001

the river bearing the town

the town bearing the river

you who long for the "Swan"

however much you long for the swans
your love won't exhaust

the water covers the land
the land covers the water
their lives

time overwhelms -

hey

Ko Lin Khek

on the bank

I've now come to

the swans are not to be seen

but you hear their wings flapping

2001, Hintarta <
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Renunciation
is it true it's morning?

stars

haven't yet risen from beer pubs

green winds

too fond of pleasure

no natural resource

will be smiling all life

I've never expected _

life's summer days sound not beautifully
into the silent nights

dews here a drop, there another

most depressed to be able to yearn for nothing
song you've just begun

raising its pitch it dwindles away
untoward hour

you get up to row in this world

rivers have not a wink of sleep
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morning, yes, morning
with you

even ignorance

nears exhaustion

2007 , Pyay
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na H‘

Our names forgotten
by nature

where has the koel gone?

where the pitauk?!

even a drop of water

can't be poured - with such a life
please tell them

summer in the future

has no desire to be summer

1996, Mandalay
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half a day of inconvenience

I'm not a careless person,
- - I can assure myself
but

in half a day of inconvenience

I entered a shop to buy

an electric bulb

it turned out to be a dentist's
so I had to get out
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conEmizeaumniiop: NG

I entered the shop to have
my glasses refitted with new lenses
it happened to be an emporium with farm implements
on sale
so I came out
Ientered
the shop to have
a few nails
it was a telephone exchange
. soI got out
I entered
~ the shop to purchase
a new calendar and some magazines
itwas a twenty-four hour blood test department
so I turned back
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the signs

I read carefully

but

me

the signs didn't read

- along the length of a day

sweat, footsteps, and mistake
seeped drop by drop

_looking up, noon

contB§iead

1995, Yangon
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