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Our College

“Men may come and men may go,
ButI go on forever”
Lord Tennyson
Our College, like other seats of leaming, resembles arest house
at the cross roads, where travellers from different quarters stay
for a while to rest and quench their thirst. When their desires
are fulfilled they leave without cherishing any memory of it.
The academic year is almost over. The contemptible

word “Freshers” has found its natural grave in the mouths of
veteran collegians who style themselves “Senior Students”. The
distinction between the “Freshers” and the “Senior Students”
has disappeared irrevocably and the gulf between them has
been bridged by the powerful hand of “Time”. Now the
“Freshers” and the so called “Senior Students” talk together,
eat together, play together and, in short, they mingle with one
another freely. The sense of superiority on the part of senior
students has already gone. The “Freshers” now feel that they

are no longer “Freshers” but veteran collegians. Canany body <
deny the fact? Have they not stayed at the college for nearly_gsﬁ‘ |
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complete year?

The Annual Athletic Sports, the Tennis Season, the
Aquatic sports and the inter-class and inter-hostel competitions
of various kinds are over and the secretaries of college
associations have laid down their year’s work in the form of
annual reports. The collectors of subscriptions for associations
are no more to be seen and the students can at present enjoy
their peace of mind in their own cubicles. They will look the
Treasures and Assistant Treasures of the said associations, in
the face. The various college function such as the Annual ‘X
mas dinner and the Annual Boat Club dinner are over. The
memory of Anyein Pwes at the hostels passes away from our
minds like dreams in an enchanted island.

The Mess Committee, the Supayalat Funeral Committee
and the Bus Committee have died a natural death. The members
of the Mess Committee will hear no more complaints from
their fellow- students. They will no longer be “head cooks”
and “bottle washers” as the members of this committee are
called. Their days are past and gone. The U.T.C. members
will no longer feel that they are stronger than others.

Alas! No more will the Bursar call us to see him in
connexion with fees and fines. Alas! again we shall no more be
wanted by the Principal to wam us to attend lectures regularly.

The Cashier’s office will be as desolate a place as the
Sahara Desert. No student will care even to loiter near it.
Complete stillness will prevail there for more than ninety days.
It will, indeed, be the play ground of mice. Good Bye to you,
Mr. Cashier, for three months.

Caesar, Hannibal, Henry VIIL Frederick the Great, ando”
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Napoleon, have stopped their noctumal visits to the rooms of
History Students. Syllogism is no more the subject of discussion
among Logic Students. Syllogism is no more the subject of
discussion among Logic Students. They have ceased to be
contenders and are now as good and amiable companions as
any living beings under the sun. H,O, H,SO, and HNO, will
vanish from the heads of Chemistry Students. A severe treatment
awaits U Ponnya. Some students of Burmese Literature have
obtained a letter of authority by which he is compelled to leave
the University compound within twenty four hours with his
complete works.

Candles at different sizes will find no access to the
cubicles of hostel students. The dim candle light will no more
be seen at a Pagan, Prome and Tagaung Halls in the dead of
night. The sleepless and anxious nights will be no more. The
supremacy of bus drivers will soon be at an end. We shall also
be deprived ofthe chance of witnessing hundred yards and
two twenty yards races at 9 a.m., in front of the Dinning Hall.

With the coming June, the new academic year will
commence. Then the college building will resound with the
greetings of old friends who come back from various quarters
of the province after enjoying the long vacation. Some of them
wear smiles on their lips; but regret and despair mark the faces
of others. We shall then have to congratulate those friends who
are successful and console others who are so unfortunate as
to have enjoyed the bitterness of failure. There will also be
many who will not return any more to the College. Some
students we shall meet at the door of the Principal’s office.

They are the people who have completed their career at the |
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college and how come to receive recommendations from the
Principal. Their faces are bright and success is written on their
foreheads. They will disappear from the scene for ever. To
them, the Principal and Bursar will no more be the objects of
fear but of respect.

Their places will be taken by new recruits who are
manufactured by the machines of different high schools
throughout the province not excepting the Southern and
Northemn Shan States. They will find the recruiting office. i.e.
cashier’s office a place of disappointment. The lecture rooms
will be strange to them and the professors and the lectures will
be their demi-gods. The senior students will be looked upon
by them as great scholars. But alas! Their reward will be
contempt which will be heaped upon their heads. They will be
call “Freshers”. This epithet is associated with no small amount
of contempt. Senior students themselves have enjoyed the
bitterness of this term when they first joined the college. They
now avenge themselves on the new comers with compound
interest! |

Among the new recruits we shall find young men of
different characters with different names and from different
towns. Even the distant Myitkyina and Mergui have their
representatives at our college; the proud and self-sufficient
pedants are not wanting among them; and we must be ready
to welcome Hindu and Mohammedan students with Burmese
names, such as Banerjee a/ais Maung Maung Sein and
Mohamed Jeejee alias Maung Khin Maung Myint. By the
way, will anybody kindly answer me why they want to adopt

Burmese names? Is it because they love mother Burma very @

o



190 1 Bpenbo
much? Oris it because they think that they will have preference
when they go out into the world after their college career?
Whatever their motives, I should like to remind them that a

leopard cannot change its spots. Enough for the present enough,
my dear reader, I wish you a happy and prosperous vacation.

University College Magazine, March, 1926.
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