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The 12 Deadliest Earthquakes in Recorded History

ESTIMATED
PLACE YEAR| DEATHS RICHRER
IMAGNIGUDE
Shaanxi, China 1556 830,000
Calcutta, India 1737 300,000
Sumatra, Indonesia| 2004 283,000 9.0
242,000
T'ang Shan, China | 1976 (could be as 7.8
high as 800,000)
Gansu, China 1920 180,000 8.6
Messina, Italy 1908 160,000 7.5
Tokyo, Japan 1923 143,000 8.3
Beijing, China 1731 100,000
Chihli, China 1290 100,000
Naples, Italy 1693 93,000
Muzaffarabad,
Pakistan ; 2005 86,000 7.6
Gansu, China 1932 70,000 7.6
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this is why the estimated swrength of an earthquake is often disputed or reported to be different by
diflferent groups immediately after an earthquake event,
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to ground shaking

Suspended inertial mats
Paper wrapped around rotating drum

FMate anchored In ground
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INTENSITY|MAGNITUDE DESCRIFLION

I-11 <2 Not felt by most people.
Felt by some people indoors,

I11 3 : .
especially on high floors.
Noticed by most people.

IV-V 4 Hanging objects swing, dishes|

rattle

All people feel. Some building
VI-VII 5 damage (esp. to masonry),
Waves on ponds.

Difficult to stand, people
VII-VIII 6 scared or panicked. Difficult
| to steer cars. Moderate
damage to buildings.

Major damage, general panic
of public. Most masonry and
IX-X 7 frame structures destroyed.
Underground pipes broken.
Large landslides.

XI-X11 8 and higher | Near total destruction.
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