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NATIONALITY

I have grown past hate and bitterness,’

I see the world as one,

Yet, though I can no longer hate,
My son is still my son,

All men at God’s round table sit,
And all men must be fed,

But this loaf in my hand,

This loaf is my sor’s bread.

%
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PEOPLE WHO MUST

I painted on the roof of a skyscraper.

I painted a long while and called it a day's work. .

The people on a corner swarmed and the traffic cop'’s
whistle never let up all afternoon. |

They were the same as bugs, many bugs on their way —
Those people on the go or at a standstill,

And the traffic cop a spot of blue, a splinter of brass,
Where the black tides ran around him.

And he kept the street. I painted a long while.

And called it a day's work.
Carl Sandburg
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TREE AT MY WINDOW

" Tree at my window, window tree,

My sash is lowered when night comes on;
But let there never be curtain drawn
Between you and me. '

Vague dream-head lifted out of the gmund‘. .
And thing next most diffuse to cloud,

" not all your light tongues talking aloud
Could be profound.

But tree, I have seen you taken and tossed,
And if you have seen me when I slept.

You have seen me when I was taken and swept
And all but lost. |

That day she put our heads together,
Fate had her imagination about her,
Your head so much concerned with outer,

Mine with inner, weather. -

Robert Frost :
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EAST BRONX

In the street two children sharpen

Knives against the curb.

Parents leaning out the window
above gaze and think and smoke
and duck back into the house

- to sit on the toilet seat

with locked door to read _
of the happiness of two tortoises
on an island in the Pacific —
always alone and always

the sun shining

RJ

David Ignatow
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MEN OF TERRY STREET

They come in at night, leave in the early morning.
I hear their footsteps, the ticking of bicycle chains,
Sudden blasts of motorcycles, whimpering of vans.
Somehow I am either in bed, or the curtains are drawn.
This masculine invisibility makes gods of them,
A pantheon of boots and overalls. |
" But when you see them, home early from work,
Or at their Sunday leisure, they are too tired,
And bored to look long at comfortably
It hurts to see their faces, too sad or too jovial.
They quicken their step at the smell of cooking,
They hold up their children and sing to them.
Douglas Dunn
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ON THE ROOFS OF TERRY STREET

Television aerials, Chinese characters
In the lower sky, wave gently in the smoke.

Nest building sparrows peck at moss,
Urban flora and fauna, soft, unscrupulous. -

Rain drying on the slates shines sometimes.
A builder is repairing someone's leaking roof.

He kneels upright to rest his back.

His trowel catches the light and becomes precious.
Douglas Dunn
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WHY BROWNLEE LEFT

Why Brownlee left, and where he went, -
Is a mystery even now. |
For if a man should have been content

It was him; two acres of barley,

One of potatoes, four bullocks,

A milker, a slated farmhouse.

He was last seen going out to plough

On a March morning, bright and early.

By noon Brownlee was famous;

They had found all abandoned, with
The last rig unbroken, his pair of black
Horses, like man and wife,

Shifting their weight from foot to
Foot, and gazing into the future.
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COUNTING THE MAD

This one was put in a jacker,
This on was sent home,
This one was given bread and meat

But would eat none,
And this one cried No No No No |
All day long

This one looked at the window

As though it were a wall,

This one saw things that were not there,.
This one things that were,

. And this one cried No No No No

All day long.

This one thought himself a bird,

This one a dog

And this one thought himself a man,
An ordinary man, -
And cried and cried No No No No
All day long, '
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THE SEED SHOP

Here in a quiet and dusty room they lie,

Faded as crumbled stone or shifting sand,

Forlorn as ashes, shrivelled, scentless, dry.

Meadows and gardens running through my hand.”

In this brown husk a dale of hawthorn dreams;

A cedar in this narrow cell is thrust

That will drink deeply of a century's streams;
“These lilies shall make summer on my dust.

Here in their safe and sirﬁple house of death,
Sealed in their shells, a million roses leap;
Here I can blow a garden with my breath,
And in my hand a forest lies asleep.

Muriel Stuart _©
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