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The beginnings of English music must be looked
for in the songs and dances of the common people,
which we now call folk-songs and folk dances. We
have a very rich heritage of folk music, some of which
has been passed on from generation to generation
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and has been painstakingly collected by modern
musicians. '
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In a very real sense folk music is the composition
of the race that produces it; it commonly expresses
racial characteristics in a very difinite way. The

. difference berween English and Irish folk songs is
just one obvious examples; the English is tuneful
and rhythmic, but less mystical in feeling than the
Irish....
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