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RICHARD BACH

is a writer and pilot, author of three
books on the mystique of flying. During
the past decade or so, he has edited a fly-
ing magazine and written more than a hun-
dred magazine articles and storiés.

A former US Air Force pilot he is now
seldom witheut an aeroplane.

RUSSELL MUNSON

started taking pictures of aeroplanes as a
_ child and has been involved with flying and
photography ever since. He owns a Piper
Super Cub, from which he took some of
the pictures in this book.
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Thié book is a new and valuable citizen
in that very wonderous ruled by '

St. Exupery ... _
I suspect all of us who visit the worlds

of Jonathan Seagull will never want to re-
turn.

Ernest K. Cann.
auther of The High and The Mighty.
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people who make their own-rules
when they know they're right

People who get aspecial pleasure out
at doing something well even it only
for themselves. People who know
there more to this whole living

thing than meets the eye: they'll be
Others may simply escape into

a delightful adventure about freedom
and flight

This book quite simply, is unique
one million Copies Sold
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To the real Jonathan Seagull
who lives within us all
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Richard Bach with this book
does two things .....cccceu...
He gives me Flight ...........
He makes me Young .........
For both I am deeply grateful
Ray Bradbury
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Translator's Foreword

I think this kind of story could be
called an "allegory", and the time do not
refer to any particular region, person of

age. Instead they refer to animate and

inamenate things conforming to universal
nature. Ancient tales, fables and parebles
are many of them allegorical.

This story has its venue in the
world of seagulls, Pattern of existence
among seagulls is not unlike that of hu-
man beings in the breadest sense of the
word "pattern" Among human beings we
used to say: Some People live to eat, and
some eat to live. It has a wide range of
meaning. It alludes to existence and its
essence, and so it has its bearing on what
we now call "existentialism", which I'm
afarid. is not yet a philosophy with a
clearcut exposition.
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For one who lives to eat. "eating"
is the purpose of his life; he need not think
of anything else to give meaning to his ex-
istence. He will live his life in striving to
"eat". drink and. enjoy sensual pleasures
of the most desireable kind, and when he
gets to enjoy these things he will thinks.,
of his life as worth living. His life is in-
deed governed and guided by these things.
He will not think of morality, equanimity
or wisdom that gives meaning to life. He
will not know "truth" and "loving kind-
ness" as taught by his religion. In Bud-
dhism, this kind of being is called "a blind
worldling", the puthujana which means
the majority. : .

In perceiving with the six faculties
(of the eye, the ear, the nose, the tongue,
the body and the mind) a blind worldling
cannot know the truth of objects he per-
ceives. He could only know from what he
perceives with his physical eye, ear, nose,
tongue, flesh and blood, but he does not

know that what he perceives are deceptive,

He is not capable of discerning the good

and the evil, the truth and the fraud, the

real and the illusioin by the use of the right
perception, which he has not. And there is

AL
L
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no end of his harbouring such evil feel-
ings as greed, malevolence. etc., and he
inevitably suffers from the comsequen-
ces... tragic situations of mental distress
and physical suffering. This is the Lot of
those who do not know the truth about
things. This is "the lot" of those who are
ignorant and who seek avaricious gains
and sensual pleasures of life. They are no-

where near the genuine happiness and eter- °

nal joy of life.

For one who sees the truth, animate
or inanimate are not as they appear to his
physical sences; they are illusory and de-
ceptive, and he who does not take them as
they appear to be will not be deceived by
those illusive objects. What is more, it is a
natural course for him to take to enquire
and know what is true.

In the history of mankind, there
have been men who see the evil nature of
sensual pleasures, turm their backs on
these things and seek genuine eternal hap-
piness. They are a rare kind, but there are
a good many when there is someone to
show then the way. They do not follow the
beaten track, but go their own way. and
this caused much displeasure to the ma-

/’))
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jority who do not understand. When the
urge to know becomes great they are ready
to risk their lives for knowledge. &

"The brave die but once" is a say-
ing that is said of those brave people who
will not hesitate to risk their lives in their
attempts to know. (This does not apply to
those foolhardy dare-devils).In any under-
taking those who hesitate to do or not to
do anything seldom meet with success.
They often end up in disaster in risk ad-
ventures. The dicisive and the brave sel-
dom meet with disaster or death, and even
if they die, they do not go to evil planes of
existence- because when they die, they do
so without fear.

Those who are hesitant connot be
leaders of others; they are incapable of
doing good for themselves, let alone for
others. They belong to the majority
whether they like it or not. They seldom
make efficient leaders in government of-
fices, business concerns, and undertakings
which call for decisive action of a leader.
They are to remain with the majoritytalk
like others, do as others do, and believe
what others believe. For they have no in-
telligence or courage of their own, and they

J?
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conform to the majority--live and die like
others-- just eating, sleeping and enjoying
sensual pleasures. They have no choice. If
they do not know how to get out of the rut,
they will not be able to do as they please
in life, -- they willy-nilly drift along with
others, If they cannot get what they like,
they will have to like what they get.

What is said of seagull can be said
of man. Those who ventured to search for -
meaning of life are in danger from his own
kind who do not understand him and do

not like him. During the dawn of this age

of science, those who tried to get out of
the rut and looked to new things were ac-
cused of defying God A1 mighty and pow-
erful gods, branded as witches and sorcer-
ers, and often put to death by burning. In
the history of mankind, there were quitea
number of scientists, inventors and pio-
neers, accused of practising sorcery and
burnt to death by people who could not
understand them or their workings. The
majority is all for conformity -- live and
talk like others, and do as others do. Or
else, the powers above will not tolerate it.
If one goes against the powerful beings,
one will have to take the punishment. In
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legends and anthology of the west, there
are many stories of human herores, who
had caused the displeasure of powerful
King of gods, serving eternal punishment
in the underworld, e.g. Prometheus,
Sisyphus, etc., These myths are in a way

allegorical. Therefore we are to conclude -

that those who cause the displeasure of the
powerful gods are one way or the other li-
able to be punished. Thus the majority
abide by the intelligence, courage and no-
tions of the majority; they are in no way
tolerated to have their own intelligence
courage or notion; and they dare not use
them even if they had.

The story of the "Seagull" is based
on these ideas (which are bestowed on the
seagull as symbol). The reader of this story
may look for similar situations in his own
world and consider them to draw logical
conclusions therefrom. As examples of
similarity in adventurous undertakings, we
have stories of explorers: to the South Pole,
to the North Pole, to cross the impenetrable
ungles and deserts of sand, and to set foot
on top on top of the highest mountain in
the world. "What do they gain by risking
their lives in such adventurous under tak-
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ing? What is their purpose?" In answer to
these questions, they say. "It is not for
material gains; but to prove that there is
no place, no height or depth seemingly
inpossible for human beings that cannot
be attained given the necessry resolve and
effort in co operation and team-sprit. The
explorees say that after going through in-
tense heat or cold or dangerous situations
involved in such adventures, their outlook
on life in general has changed grately, and
their mentality has become quite different
from that of other worldings. (They are no-
ticeably free from such mental evils as
covetousness, jealousy, selfishness and
malevolence which ordinary worldlings
harbour; but they are endowed with lov-
ing kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy

and equanimity which are the properties

of benevolent ones.)
In this Seagull story, the seagull

destined to lead others of his kind must

practise "love" and "compassion"

By morning the Flock had forgot-
ten its insanity, but Fletcher had not
“Jonathan. remember what you said a long
time a: ;o about loving the Flock enough
to return to it and help it learn?
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“Sure."

"I don't understand how you man-
age to love a mob of birds that has just
tried to kill you."

"Oh, Fletch, you don't love that!
You don't love hatred and evil, of course.
You have to practice and see the real
seagull, the good in every one of them and
to help them see it in themselves. That's
what I mean by "love"

Those who have this practice.
Saintly persons, it is true, cna love and have
compassion for those who have come to
do harm to them or kill them, and finally
win over their enemies. This Seagull story
is an allegory to demonstrate these qalities.
This story, althoght it is a short one, is more
complete in the expression of these quali-
ties than any other longer stories of this
kind. This is the kind of book which lures
the reader to read it over and over and over
again with ever increasing interest with
each revision. Like Ernest Hemingway's
The Old Man and the Sea they say, the
use of words in this Seagull story is
delightfull precise, and this a prose (novel)
as beautiful as a piece of poetry.

The author of this "Seagull Story".

s
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Richard Bach, was not widely kriown befor
like Emest Hemingway, but his "Seagull
Story" too, has been read by several mil-
lion readers in many languages all over the
world, and his name become well known
just as his book has been well acclaimed.
This book has been translated into
Myanmar by Dhammika U Ba Than and
published with the title "Yawnathan Zin-
yaw' and it has been received with acclain
all over the country. Another famous writer
Daw Khin Myo Chit has rendered it in
Myanmar languate and printed in a USIS
publiation entitled "Lin Yaung Chi".

Why do I decide to translate the
same book when there have been good
translations of the same book? I have no
ready answer to this question.

When I have read a book and liked
it. The urge to translate is the natural out-
come in me. Are those already tranlated
not good enough? It's not so. I do not think
of a book as not good enough when over
ten thousand copies have been sold and
liked by as many people if not more. I have
read the Myanmar versions as well as the
English versions in the original text and
condensed form in the Book Section of the
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Reader's Digest, and I like them all. I won't
hesitate to confess that those earlier trans-
lators mentioned above are my teachers
and mentors.

Nevertheless, Ihe urge in me to
translate this book has not faded out though
for some time and for some reason I have
not been able to materialize it. There have
been many discussions and arguments about
this book amongst my friends --- writers
and readers alike, and sometimes the dis-
cussions were participated by my Dhamma
friends (fellow meditators in a Meditation
Centre) and they suggested | translate the
book. the persisted; "When does it matter
if there have been translations of this book
published? Your translation will do no harm
to the former translators or to the reader:!"

So here it is

I translate the book from the origi-
nal work in English, and I Prefer English
Pronunciations to others; and so [ use
Daniel Jones' English pronouncing Dictio-

nary.
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It was morning, and
the new sun sparkled - gold across the
ripples of a gentle sea.

A mile from shore a fishing boat
chummed the water, and the word for
Breakfast Flock flashed through the air, till
a crowd of a thousand seagulls came to
dodge and fight for bits of food. It was
another busy day beginning.
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But way off alone, out by himself be-
yond boat and shore, Jonathan Living-ston
Seagull was practicing. A hundred feet in
the sky he lowered his webbed feet, lifted
his beak, and strained to hold a painful hard
twisting curve through his wings. The
curve meant that he would fly slowly, and
now he slowed until the wind was a whis-
per in his face, until the ocean stood still
beneath him. He narrowed his eyes in
fierce concentration, help his breath, forced
one ... single ... more ... inch ... of ... curve

Then his feathers ruffled, he stalled and
fell.

Seagulls, as you know, never falter,
never stall. To stall in the air is for them
disgrace and it is dishonour.

But Jonathan Livingston Seagull. un-
ashamed, stretching his wings again in that
trembling hard curve - slowing, slowing,
and stalling once more - was no ordinary

bird.
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Most gulls don't bother to learn more
than the simplest facts of flight-how to get
from shore to food and back again. For
most gulls, it is not flying that matters, but
eating. For this gull, though, it was not

* eating that mattered, but flight. More than
* anything else, Jonathan Livingston Seagull

loved to fly.

This kind of thinking, he found, is not
the way to make one's self popular with
other birds. Even his parents were dis-
mayed as Jonathan spent whole days alone,
making hundreds of low-level glides, ex-
perimenting.

He didn't know why, for instance, but
when he flew at altitudes less than half his
wingspan above the water, he could stay in
the air longer, with less effort. His glides
ended not with the usual feet-down splash
into the sea, but with a long flat wake as
he thouched the surface with his feet tightly
streamlined against his body, When he be-
gan sliding in to feet-up landings on the beach,
then pacing the length of his slide in the sand,
his parents were very much dismayed indeed.

s
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