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Time of Fetching Water
A group of beautiful damsels,

Go to fetch water when late afternoon,

At banks as makeshift water-hole.
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Preface

.~ . Haiku poem, starting from 12™ century,

- was so prominent in Japan literaturé. But it
~ can keep on until today after ﬂounshmg in’

" the time of 16™ century.- :

~ Traditional J apanese Haiku consisted of

three lines has totally 17 syllables, first line

- 5,second 7 and third 5.

Sayagyl Min Thu Wun had stated once
about Haiku.

"Haiku poets considered season as shaft
. of umbrella. The condition of season was
‘made as the framework of ribs and their

. feelings were decorated with canopy and

_ tassels."

Moreover Sayag)n said that Haﬂcu poems -
revealed respectable character of Japanese
such as being meticulous, modesty, being:



SAlY QS.I

methodlcal obeymg dlSClplme thrlft
steadfastness, eagerness effort and
- preserving. .

You can see and feel'J apanese tradltlon,
culture, natural beauty of Japan, three

seasons consisted of summer, rajny season

and winter, and their words connected to

. flowers, seasonal festivals and seasonal '
birds. It is said that 1f w1th0ut these words A

. itis not a Haiku poem. ' .
Myanmar has three seasons, their °

. seasonal flowers, their seasonal féstivals,

their own tradition, and culture like Japan

- . does. Japan has Cherry flower blossoming

for a week in all year round and similarly
Myanmar has Padauk (Gumkino flower)
blossoming once in a year. Moreover
Japanese treasure Cherry as Myanmar
highly value Padauk. Cherry is a national
symbol of Japanese. Haiku poets write their
haiku poems with image. _
The nature of Haiku is fo compose it
shortly and effectively, but in Myanmar
there is a kind of Myanmar verse in which .
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" - firstline contains 4 syllables, middle 3, and
“ last 5 and 7. But Haiku has three lines

- -consisted of totally 17 syllables; first 5,

- middle 7 and last 5. Sayagyi Miri Thu Wun
~ explained about the nature of Haiku by using

a, b, c alphabets. You can learn a poém, asan
example, written by Basho Japanese great

*.-poet (1644- 1694).

chi chi-haha no
shikiri ni koishi
kiji no koe
Father and mother,
I wish for them very much,
- Hear call of apheasant. = = .
~ He wrote the poem about a man who
missed his late parents very much when -
hearing call of a female pheasant inside a
‘bush because she protects her offspring by
sacrificing her life for them. - |
" Ihavebeen trying to write Haiku poems .
for so long because of loving wntmg and
thought of Haiku. - '
' Now I decide to appropriately select and
present one hundred Myanmar short poems
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havmg a genmne J apanese Halku atmosphere, -
-out of them that I wrote. -

& .
-

Maung Khit Htun
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.Hanku(l) | =
. Tlme of Fetchmg Water -

A group of beautiful damsels,_

Go to fetch water when late afternoon,

At banks as makesh_iﬁ water-hole.
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' Haiku Q)
- The Deer

_ At the crack of ddwn,
A deer came down to water’s edge,
When the sunrays spread out..
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_' Haiku (3). °
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Gala Ground at nght

Clouds are floating in winter, .
- Aheap of golden paddles is mounted
Orchestra of zat tunesup. .-
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Halku (4)
“ Returning Hnme- ‘

~ Return home at late afternoon,

A bullock-cart with a heap of ﬁrewood
" Bells of brown cattle jingle. |
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HaJku ) .
Padauk the King

_ Padauk the king of beauty,
Unnvalled bri ghtly yellow in the whole
woods
'_ Asnowy window of summer. |
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Haiku(6) -

~ The Singing Bird . -
At the‘aus'picious day break,
Songs of love by a singing bird,
Flies up in the sky:
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Ha1l<u @ - . . |
Starry nght L
| The night c of new moon,
s . Dance a Qluster of numerous stars, |

' Vanous ﬂowers are in blossom

J9
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Hallcu 8) . -
- The Flsher Egret

...~ Hides among bushes on shofe L.
While fish coming out from a creek
~-Pecked by a white egret..
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Haﬂcu (9) _ _
Basm Suhstance T L
<L Hezivyrainandstrongwind, ‘

‘ _ While a man with spirit on board
AL i+ Catches ﬁsh wuh hlS net
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Thanakha oAt
‘Alump of thanakha foot,

~ Used for grinding on a flat Stoxie, K
. Sweet-smelled overall her body. . -
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Halku (1 1)
Life

.Step off at every station,

" Passengers who get on or get off,

-The train of life'cycle: .
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Haxku (12) -
 Time of haﬂng Alms Meals

 Atthe crack of dawn : o
~ Striking a log drum for alms meals |
*'Dogs howlloudly under monastery. -
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Halku (13) o
-A Hut Watchmg Over Flelds

. Paddy fields teemmg w1th water " -
* + - Therequiteachill inahut, . ‘
' He curls up in Pasoe (Man’s gannept).:



