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1. A bad penny always turns up.
2010080 JoSad0pS 33[§oad: [§§cono05a05

A good-for nothing person who leaves his home or
town always returns.

If a shopkeeper accepts a bad penny, he will return it
to you when he discovers his mistake.
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2. Contented mind is a perpetual feast.

cep&§[g:0005 conoq ayBg(3: [g6a0pb

Contentment of mind is the cause of lasting happiness.

Even the greediest person would get tired of an un-
ending feast, though a hungry person perhaps can imagine
nothing more wonderful: anyway, the proverb praises and
preaches contentment of mind.
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3. A good conscience is a soft pillow.

7:[g6 m:e00 8oSoon:a0pd §:pieon ¢sl:ss: (g6

A virtuous person, having nothing to fear from
enemies, is able to sleep very well at night, unlike one who
has crimes on his conscience.

The proverb compares a good conscience to a soft
pillow which is comfortable to the head and helps one to
sleep peacefully.
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4. A house divided against itself cannot stand.
$9(g6: 0jese000 386205 [op[gEgn 080588

If husband and wife, or parents and children, or chil-
dren themselves do not work together for the good of the
household, the result is unhappiness.

The proverb applies equally to naitons, and to society
in general.
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Cowmpavre: Union is strength.
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5. A little is better than none.
55000 §I§8:oop_§ %0 o§gE:0005 3¢j comE:a0p5s

Be satisfied with what you have - it is better than
nothing.
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Compare:  Half a loaf is better than no bread.
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6. A man is as old as he feels (himself to be).
0podcunadel 32000532g052005 apal Hoo:g0d (op0Budap
$o0:q0d) edlogd méooén

If a man is healthy and strong, it does not matter
much how old he is.

Old people who still feel young and strong say this,
especially when anyone suggests they are getting old.
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7. A wmissis as good as a mile.
006505 3[g€:00p5 0363Eecm0S Gor00p5

A failure is still a failure even though it came near to
success.
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8. A ragged coat may cover an honest man.

§o00:000p5: 320500503 005882005k

A man who wears rags is not necessarily dishonest.
Poverty is not a sign of dishonesty; a man may be ‘poor and
honest’.
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q. A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.

$E:80§:03 o1 $90p5 cuiea50RS: 6g:(g eg:88wpS

The name is not necessarily an indication of the quality
of an article. If a rose had another name its sweet smell
would be the same; for the name is of no importance.
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10. A stitch in time saves nine.
52§§8 0284105 q)5[g8:20p5 oB:qiod qSqupl o3ga}
cmogcﬁ%&cﬁin

Any damage should be repaired as soon as it occurs; if
it is neglected it will quickly become much worse and cost
more in time and trouble to repair.

If a small tear in garment is mended as soon as it
appears, one stitch may be sufficient; but if it is left unmended
it will get bigger and need nine stitches or more.

BYdBE: 006903 [3o00gE gurdg)é: (glaSa¢opd 6géod
odooniagi€ 8 qod8:conendn J¢) map§meny qprexepdn [Qgep
g 8g) coodocamnepdn

BRge meolodmeco: cdevlod  eolodog  godgc:
(08506205 o5l gjdg¢ [B:00pSn aFe00d 631093 0dcooiegE ok
3260l0d (03:000(8: 0d:511 20053l g)SqdepSn

11. A thing of beauty is a joy for ever.
090E200 0gRS:o0pS Bodqraxngad (g ool

Beautiful sights and sounds give joy to all. This joy lasts
longer than the sight or sound - it lasts as long as the
memory does.
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12. A word to the wise is enough.
0P 3ot 00t 00838 6[Pg§E Adecn5a0p5

When a wise person is given a warming, he under-
stands at once and acts upon it, but stupid people require to
be warned many times.
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13. Adawm's ale is the best brew.
30361 0LopS FPeoNEiad: vaeo [ghoopSs

Water is the best drink.

(‘Adam’s ale’ is an old term for ‘water. A ‘brew’, is a
prepared drink; ‘to brew’ is to prepare such a drink as tea
or beer.)

eq20pS meandisd: wweom [gdoopdi

(‘=036h wwon’ Paopden ‘eq’ o3 esl0pl eqicolurng
(5820081 ‘w0’ BaopSer condeadepdt 3Jewpod Bumnaixfearn
Glo€o0m:008 eonndespad esloopon)



ewfadiog:

14. Adversity makes strange bedfellows.
30 6epPaSag€ F6e509:5¢ apoodoopd

When one meets misfortune and ‘comes down in the
world’ one becomes acquainted with strange companions who
have also suffered misfortune.
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15. After a storm comes a calm.

©808E: 66005 copod: o205

Neither the weather nor people can remain disturbed
for long; a calm must follow.

A storm on land or sea is usualy followed by a calm
weather. After excitement, or anger, or bitter grief, people
become quiet and calm.
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16. All is fish that comes to the net.
80505 080208 3a6p F7:09: CligjoS: [§620p5

The fisherman can make use of every kind of fish that
he catches, large and small, coarse or tender. The proverb
reminds us to make use of every opportunity that comes our
way.
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17. All that glitters is not gold.
3266pE 6020503E: g 0urcd

Appearances are deceptive.

Gold shines brightly in the light, but so does brass; and
what looks like may be of little worth.

Beware of being deceived by the appearance of things
and people.
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18. All roads lead to Rome.
cod: vpoog) Gspoﬁp% @6):920p5

When the Romans ruled the whole of Europe they built
a wonderful system of roads, and even when their empire
had fallen the roads remained. It was true then and much
later that every little road led to a bigger road which in time
led to Rome, just as every small stream finally flows into the
sea.
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14q. All's well that ends well.
£6: eom&:09/C 390:00: 6000050001

Fears and anxieties are forgotten if one's aim is reached.

The proverb is quoted when the end of a difficult jour-
ney or undertaking is achieved.
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20. All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.
220005 vE8E: B anenig veuagi€ qoda0pS chodEieomn
eev: [§doga:§Ea0pd

Too much work and not enough play make a boy
stupid.

People, especially children, should not be kept at work
for too long but should be given time for games and rest.
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21. Among the blind the one-eyed man is king.
qioSe[gEqp: 32000503 0dsadcdm 976E [g&aop5

There are degrees of misfortune; the same person may
be pitied by some and envied by others.

Among the blind people a one-eyed man is superior to
all others; though a one-eyed man is pitied for his misfortune
by two-eyed people.
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22. An apple a day keeps the doctor away.
obeg 0§:98: 0080d: 02:09/8 soepof esloap wcdn

If you eat an apple every day you will remain healthy
and not need a doctor. (But do not trust every proverb! An
apple will not prevent you from catching malaria if you live
among malaria-catching mosquitoes!)
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23. An army marches on its stomach.
086006 0080062005 02156807058 §or05205

An army cannot march, or fight, unless it is fed. Sup-
plies of food are as important to an army as arms and
equipment.
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24. An ounce of luck is better than a pound of
wisdom.
030505 cdeganonngS poabupmn 0odedli€aon’ 34

c0on20000

Success is sometimes due more to luck than to skill or
wisdom. Certainly to be successful in life a certain amount of
luck is necessary.
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25. Beauty is but skin-deep.
209 0po0pd 36e[gR: codeooDAdgj0R5:H

Beware of judging by appearances. Beauty in a person
is mainly a matter of the outward appearance. Character is
more important than beauty.
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26. Beggars' bags are bottomless.
26oxoEien:el 33052005 [4obo0pS vpej o

Beggars are never satisfied; even if one person give
them something, they still ask the next person, and the next.
opeomeienqpioopd mudeone eeqpdidS(mn apondeunad
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27. Better be born lucky than wise.
2256 6giofgEic005 0358 egicongion de eamnioopd

Success depends on luck than on wisdom.
eand(ggoopd poadupxcond cdaeecloge e orpdoopdu

Compare:  An ounce of luck is better than a pound of
wisdom.
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28. Blood is thicker than water.
¢23:2005 6ge00s 3ej qdo0p5

The ties of relationship are strong, and the relationship
continues to exist even though seas may divide a family.
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29. Cheats never prosper.

8608 b oo0deone oo

Dishonest people never become prosperous and rich.
Certainly many cheats are found out and punished, but equally
certainly some of them prosper greatly. This is an example of
a proverb which is only partly true.
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Compare:  Honesty is the best policy.
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30. Circumstances alter cases.
me@ms.}; 326 3¢ 03¢ 6[gp&:c5000500p5

Special circumstances may excuse one for behaving
unusually. Special circumstances affect the application of the
law. One person may be rewarded and another punished for
doing the same thing but in different circumstances. Murder
is crime; but to kill an enemy in battle may be a brave and
noble deed.
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31. Comfort is better than pride.
$62005 6oy 580005 abuoman$0005 8¢ eam8:00p5

Some people care more for their own comfort than
the opinions of others.

Such people prefer comfortable old clothes to fine new
ones, and would rather live in a small comfortable house
than in a magnificent uncomfortable palace. Having little
(false) pride, they do not care what others think of them.
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32. Coming events cast their shadows before.
edleoloSeogheamn([§6qiypioopS(hoate) 3§503:an050005

A warning is often given before an important event
takes place.

Many people find that, when an important event has
taken place, other, less important events have really been
waming signs of it, unheeded at the time.

Sometimes there are real indications, but people can
also have a strange unexplained feeling that an important
event will happen.
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33. Custom rules law.

0eQa3:62005 puesad gd:d:00p5e

The foundation of law is custom; and as customs change,
so do the laws. As customs vary from country to country so
the laws of one country differ from those of another.
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34. Dreams go by contraries.
F3600dgp:0005 20§0qE0005 328¢n0Sa? eaon€aob

If you dream that something pleasant will happen, do
not believe it: for something very unplesant may well hap-
pen. Dreams do not foretell the future.
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35. Each day brings its own bread.
65038:¢0 A€ §oopd

Do not worry about future - you will not go hungry.
This proverb is not strictly true, for people have been known
to die of hunger. but it is used when someone worries unnec-
essarily about the future.
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36. Empty vessels make the most sound.
ceedjean g3: coo€ontecdoopds

Ignorant, stupid people talk oftener and more loudly
than wise ones. An empty pot makes a loud noise when
struck; a full one makes little noise.
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37. Even the weariest river winds somewhere safe
to sea.
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Even the unhappiest time come to an end. However
long a river may be, it reaches the sea at last.
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38. Everybody's business is nobody's business.
opoB&:ail 220062005 ©pbopel 30y wwrcd

Unless it is known who is responsible for each particu-
lar task or duty, everybody will neglect it, believing someone
else is doing it.
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39. Every cloud has a silver lining.
0360308&:¢0 egeepC 3252:30 §a0o5k

There is some good in every evil: a misfortune may
tumn into a benefit.

Behind every dark cloud the sun is shining; so the cloud
is bright on one side though it is dark on the other.
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Compare:  Look at the bright side.
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40. Every law has a loophole.
p06303E:03€ 0godadlo’ §oopde

There is at least one way of avoiding the penalities of
any law. A ‘Loophole’ is a hole in a wall through which one
can shoot at an attacking enemy, and which admits light
and air.

A clever lawyer can find a ‘hole’ in every law.
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41. Every man is his own enemy.
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Everyone sometimes acts in a way that harms himself.
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42. Every man must carry his own cross.

o3&z poBE: 88al condAlimbo3Ead soudeamnE[mqepds

In life every man has to bear his own burdens, to suffer
his own troubles.

The ‘cross’ is a reference to the cross that Jesus Christ
had to carry to the place of his death.

cp00gE poB: oo Budofe BuScoSiTBawaSi dBes
39203 0gud3[o3qupds

‘cocSo‘]:m&o’}E’ 92 cuog 96060 dpal 20§|E: (3
B0YSER) 6§6p) 3 RABWS3E wwdesontagiqearn condol:
m&odad qé@%:@é: @&néu

43. Every woman would rather be beautiful than
gold.

6§:003€:0005 6goond e apaod

Woman value their beauty higher than their virtue.

(This is not true of all women; of course, though it is
their nature to want to be beautiful.)
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44. Exchange is no robbery.
ocp0S[gE:0005 wonep: cruR(gE: wupod

It is not a crime to take something if something else of
the same value is left or given in its place. To force a worth-
less article on a person who dare not refuse it in exchange for
something valuable is a kind of robbery.

The proverb is usually quoted as joke when two people
make an exchange.
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45. Experience is the best teacher.
:260R32(0300p5 336070E:e%: soep [§6205

The best way to learn a job is to get experience by
doing it. Training is necessary in all highly skilled work, but it
is the experience after training that makes one really effi-
cient.
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46. Experience must be bought.
2e0pm{o303 ouSagy qoopls

There is no way getting experience except by paying
For it with our own mistake. Nobody can give us experience:
we have to pay for it ourselves.
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47. Extremes are dangerous.
02d0adg: cepadgl:oopd sagepud §oopSs

We should be moderate in our desires, our ambitions,
our opinions and our activities. Concentration too much on
the thing can bring harm.
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Compare:  Moderation in all things.
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48. Finding are Keepings.
Go056@a70 3ep20pS 986:000:0086200 Zaep [gdai

What you find, you have the right to keep.

A person says this to justify keeping something he has
found: but to do so, if it is of value, is a crime in countries
such as England, where the law punishes a person for ‘steal-
ing by finding'.
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49. Fingers were made before forks.
811 005816008 06808 conSeqpsieyad [(eed3[
2025

Man used his fingers for eating his food before forks
were invented.

The proverb is usually quoted as an excuse for an En-
glish child who picks up his food with his fingers instead of
using fork: it is sometimes said when a grown-up person
who does the same thing!
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50. Fire is a good servant but a bad master.
8:00p5 ac0deomE: odead aoolad

Fire under control is of great service to man; but if it
gets out of control it is very destructive.
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51. First impressions are most lasting.
ocoway: 3200l :[gE20p5 3a[G[Ged: [gbeh

When you meet somebody for first time, or go to a
new place, you receive certain impressions and form an opinion.
These impressions last for a long time and are not easily
forgotten even when further acquaintance shows you that
your first impressions are wrong.
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52. Forbidden fruit is sweetest.
0010000 20628:0005 aged: [gbcs

We imagine that things we cannot get must be very
pleasant if we could only enjoy them; that is why we are
often tempted to do what is forbidden. And if one does
manage to obtain some ‘forbidden fruit’, it seems to taste
nicer than other fruit.

This proverb is a reference to the “forbidden fruit’ which
Adam ate in the Garden of Eden; the fact that it was for-
bidden made him desire to eat it.
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53. Fortune favours fools.
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Fools have a lot of luck.
BQieoy Fgp:(03: cﬁsmoé:mo%@aoéu

Compare:  An ounce of luck is better than a pound of
wisdom.
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54. Fortune favours the brave.
0293050500 20¢3 §opaB 4ods0000 Gorab

Brave people deserve and get good luck.
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55. Fortune favours those who use their judgement.
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Good fortune come to those who decide wisely after
proper consideration.

(This and ‘Fortune favours fools’ contradict each other
but each may be true in difference cases.)
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S6. Fortune knocks once at everyone's doovr.
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A good opportunity comes at least once to everyone,
so we should seize it when it comes.
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57. God made the country; man made the town.
2p6p:098m 602068 ©§s0E:005 cQoo:n (o3 v sos:
ooghs

Natural scenes are beautiful: man-made things like
towns are often ugly. (Though nowadays artists and archi-
tects are doing their best to make towns more beautiful.)
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58. God never send mouths but he sends meat.
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God provides food for all the babies that are borm.
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Compare: Each day brings its own bread.
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59. Good wine needs no bush.
3205 omiog€ 888:0705 oc\‘}l

Goods of excellent quality need no advertisement, as
the public soon learn about them and purchase them.

In former times each kind of shop had a special sign
hanging outside. The sign for a wine-shop was a bush, prob-
ably a picture of a vine. A wine-shop that sold very good
wine needed no sign, for it soon became known to all.
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€O. Happy is the nation that has no history.
20gC: uflecon §E¢& 8o5q6:0000005

It has been said that ‘history is a record of the crimes,
follies and misfortunes of mankind’. If this is true, then a
nation with no history is indeed fortunate, and should be
happy.
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61. Health is not valued till sickness comes.
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Healthy people do not think about their health; they
‘take it for granted'. As soon as sickness comes they then
value their previous good health. And this applies to simple
happiness also; that is, health of the mind and spirit.
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62. He that is down need fear no fall.
6370598 cepodegop A88oqepdad eloypodesp oS

Person occupying humble positions in life are not
troubled by the fear of being ruined; in this they differ from
great, proud of rich people, who are often afraid of the
future, which may bring their downfall.
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63. Hope springs eternal in the human breast.
egPpofqindoopd apsado00:038 conoq qEaoSesei

A person always goes on hoping even after many dis-
appointments.

However desperate a situation maybe, it is the nature
of man to go on hoping and believing that matters will
improve.

This proverb is a quotation from the great English
poet Pope, and the line which follows it. ‘Man never is, but
always be, blest,’ illustrates the next proverb too.
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e4. |If it were not for hope the heart will break.
egPégiodom efdlo 52205: 03ge86wpS

When circumstances are difficult, when we have suf-
fered many disappointments, what prevents the heart from
breaking is the hope that matters will improve.
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65. If the mountain will not go to Muhammed, then
Muhammed must go to the mountain.
coEm guNEn5059 woiag€ gumwado comnéedad
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If the thing or person you want cannot or will not
come to you, then you must go to it yourself. It is no good
sitting down waiting for things to happen - go out and

make an effort yourself.
This is a reference to an old story that prophet

Muhammed desired a mountain to come to him, and when it
did not, he went to the mountain.
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66. If wishes were horses, beggars would ride.
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It is no use to wish for what you cannot have.

Many wishes are expressed every day - wishes for un-
obtainable things. If every wish were granted, even beggars
would be able to ride like gentlemen.

This proverb is usually quoted to a person who has
expressed a wish for something he cannot have.
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67. |l news cames apace.
weomE: 20008: 3[4 conoodein

Bad news travels quickly.
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©8. Itis a long road that has no turning.
2603,0§ 6000 06:0005 q5agp:ein

A road that runs straight for many miiles is very wea-
risome to travel on: but however long and straight it may
run, it must have a turning somewhere.

This proverb is quoted as an encouragement when one
is weary of one's work or situation, it is almost the same as
‘Nothing can last forever.’
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Compave: Even the weariest river winds somewhere
safe to sea.
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69. Itis all in the day's work.
noSmepusd oobegomn 20062000054

Do not be discouraged if unforeseen difficulties arise in
your work.

The proverb is quoted as an encouragement to meet
such difficulties cheerfully.
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70. It is an ill wind that blows nobody any good.
nudogady comEiodj: ecuiean ecof[36: [gde

The misfortunes of some bring benefits to others.

For instance, a strong wind that blows down houses
brings profitable work to carpenters and builders. An out-
break of fever puts money into the doctor's pockets.
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71. It is better to travel hopefully than to arrive.
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One finds great pleasure in looking forward to the end
of a journey; though when one arrives, the looked-for
pleasure is often less than was expected.

The proverb is a reminder that most people get their
greatest pleasure in trying to achieve their aims - and yet
are often disappointed when they are successful.
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72. It is easy to bear the misfortunes of others.
290060kl sol:§30p08 doneguSen

It may be difficult to bear our own misfortunes, but it
is easy to bear those of others.

Many persons find some satisfaction in the misfortunes
of others, even in those of their friends. The cause of this
feeling is not that they are really glad to see others in mis-
fortune, but because they are pleased to have escaped trouble
themselves.
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73. It is the first step that is troublesome.
32905389100 00w Glgapd: [§dei

The beginning is the most difficult part of any great
work.

A child learning to walk finds the first step very diffi-
cult; but when that step has been taken, then the next steps
are easy. It is the same any new kind of work or undertak-
ing; it is hard at first but easier later.
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74. It takes all sorts to make a world.
D4 colé:e o2& mngn [§6205

The world's population is made up of many different

sorts of people.
The proverb is quoted when one hears of someone

else's strange behaviour or character.
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75. It all will be the same a hundred years hence.
¢$28566018: odep [o3pg)€ 330:0%: 30707 [§68G s

In a hundred years we shall all be dead and all our
present cares and troubles will have disappeared, so we should
not worry too much now.

The proverb is a waming against being too much anx-
ious or worried about the present. (But does it bring any
comfort, if you have toothache today, to know that you'll be
dead in a hundred year?)
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76. Jack of all trades, master of none.
320:09: $06 990073¢ ©oddI

He who works at many trades never becomes really
expert at any one of them. It is better to be really skillful at
one trade than to have a small knowledge of many.

The proverb is used to describe the man who cannot
persevere in one direction, but waste his effort in many.
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77. Knowledge is power.
000508 §0:00p5[gE:0005 goiam: [56 i

The more a man knows, the greater power he has.

Knowledge and understanding of the forces of nature
have given man his present great power.
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78. Least said, soonest mended.
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By saying very little or keeping silence one may avoid
getting into trouble. By saying too much one may bring
trouble on oneself or one's friends and may then find it
difficult to repair damage that has been done.
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Compare:  Speech (s silver; silence is golden.
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74. Life is not all beer and. skittles.
200 Lpoopd GaxadED: eqPdkesdqpd: ©uAd

Life contains troubles as we as pleasures, and we should
all expect to meet difficulties in life as well as easy times.

‘Skittles’ is a game; a workman enjoys his glass of beer
and a game of skittles after his day's work; he enjoys them
all the more because he has earned them by hard work.
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80. Like draws to like the whole world over.
oaBongnay: oppBopaog gepbiodaophs

Persons of similar tastes and habits associate together.
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Compare:  Birds of a feather flock together.
$£E:0p55/05 - aweg: 360290 ¢dGP: 00d3pdo0a5: es20p51

1



swnachgh:

81. Little things please little minds.
8050705 620:038 o Gao:a38 s

People with small minds like playing with little things
and behaving like children.

The proverb is quoted in mockery of persons who are
pleased with childish things.
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82. Long absent, soon forgotten.

FE ooreom 5§ cemoc

A person absent for a long time is soon forgotten by
his former acquaintances. (But compare: ‘Absence makes the
heart grow fonder.’)

RN} weog o (030 8odesy ev]Erapnocs
qpion 6(030a¢ eeagioncdaoadi [0 ‘efglqqyé Bef a5’
(c0:0020052005) LReam oom:Hss EE:S(3pd0lu]

00



3209:qP:6000 20085 001 oo

83. Lookers-on see most of the game.
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The spectators see more of a game than do the play-
ers. A general watching a battle from a distance sees more of
it than the soldiers actually engaged in the fighting.
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84. Love is blind.
329692 q058 0§ (32962005 qodon§:)

A lover sees no faults in the loved one.

Cupid, the god of love, was pictured as a boy with
cloth bound round his eyes, and a bow and arrows. He shot
his ‘arrows of love' blindly, not knowing or caring whom
they hit.
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