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- We will live in a suitable way 30005
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He will be able to face towards Nirvarna goooSo'ln
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It was time for him to be released 60a5Al
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has not left for the market sraoo
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After the boys had eaten the rice 0?3 m@e@%%&ﬂu
When the boys had eaten the rice o

After the boys had eaten the rice
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The headman could not help harbouring hatred towards U Pho Sznn 3 cq.qo']o:uSu
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Practise the austerity ©o05G1n
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Myanmar Literature in 1933

’
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There has never been a year like 1933 when such a variety of books appeared

@ﬁom s 9%051"
Thls is a true statement.
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As soon as the year began U Tun Pe's "History of Myanmar Literature" appeared.

2068 egimslon [g§eoomo[ye o6l dualogial sagpioé B§ogeopS
Many people were aware that there had never been a book like that in the Myanmar language
before. ' ' .
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I have had the opportunity to read a book which was purposely written on the blographles of
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However in the past there had never been a book like this in which contents and blographles are -
written in serial order. '
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Asitisa pioneering book there are a few errors in it. :
oom:ﬁ 9$q) eqiea mmﬁo%og@ Cl§ egomoé [gbeu

Itis quite natural to f’ nd some errors in books like that which are written with an element of risk
involved.
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However the person who wrote the book in such a readable style should be honoured anded-
mired.
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After that Thuriya U Thein Maung's "the four paladins" appeared.
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Min Ye Kyaw Swar, Tapin Shwe Tee, Bayint Naung and Alaung Paya heroically appeared one after
another. '
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In reviewing a book to ascertaln whether it is good or bad; it is necessary to 1mt|ally ldentlfy the
intention of the author.
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If a book is reviewed without knowing the aim and objectwe of the author, it would not’be possible
to achieve a justifi ied assessment.
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In writing this little book, if U Thein Maung's objective was just to write biographies, I would not
have admired U Thein Maung much. | | .

.
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Such a style of writing is not a modern approach to writing biographies.
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But as I know that U Theln Maung's objective of writing the book was to instill mational pnde and

patriotism in the minds of Myanmar readers, I greatly admire this book.
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. Only such a style of writing would be able to achieve this objective.

Boooabepisé 0dDABE) eoseRT 900! S g&gdScmo&caaomqo%mo: §peyecaonts
| 8E[g&:a¢ Geaydoocd @1@839.9&.5@8.08 RUERESENY! _

With regard to these books, the reason for admiring the author is the author's ability to collect the
materials and to embellish and edit them as necessary.

cSma?) 92692000 10D G @e?m:mvoao@& ocog q@c.c@oSmé 9@'\)? 280 pd i
o 03155 s{":coabén

As such a style of writing. "had not been found in'the past, I do say that 1933 was a remarkable year.
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In writing that book, U Thein Maung did understand the mentality of the potential readers.

c:Sm:Dea:o mmoep 103 0000915 0)E:§or0dei
Itis very I|kely that the readers would find such books rather uninteresting and bonng
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Therefore some sections of the book are written with anecdotes in order that thereaders would
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not find the cqntents uninteresting to read.
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In such wrltlng too, no error can be found. e L
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After thatin 1933, I found books on economics written by U Hla Be.
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I am not qualified to make any comments on the merits or otherwise of these books.
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‘ButIam weII aware of the fact that such books are absolutely necessary in this day and age.
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It is hoped that because of the pubhcatlon of such books Myanmar people would come to take
more interest in economics than before.
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For the academic discipline of Myanmar History as well, the year 1933 was remarkable.
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Among the books on history which appeared in that year, I have read only "The New History of
MyanmarVol. 1" by U Ohn Maung and "Textbook of Myanmar History" by U Po Kyar. '
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In accordance with the title, U Ohn Maung's "New History" is a book written with a new style. -
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Unlike the books on Myanmar history written in the past, it is written with a modern approach.,
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The author s opinions and interpretations on the hnstoncal events are included and these com-
" ments are very valuable indeed. . '
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U Pho Kyar's "Textbook of Myanmar History" is a book that describes history in a concise and
precise manner. | '
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There are also many other books which were published with the intention of being used as school
. textbooks. " . '
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. These'are books of commentaries and explanatory notes, etc. .
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" Towards the end of 1933, two magaznnes, "Prospenty" and "Progress“ also appeared.
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It is for such reasons I say that the year 1933 was a remarkable year.
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111e magazine "Prosperity" was published by the Youth Prosperity Association, whereas the maga-
zine "Progress" was published by a person by the name of U Bagyi Ngo who wrote a book on the

ways to prosperity.
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One comment that should be made on the rhagazine "Prosperity" is that the articles are too short.
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Here is the difference between monthly magazines and weekly journals.
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The articles in weekly journals have to be short.
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The materials to read and to learn are usually written concisely and succinctly so that anybody can

read them without much effort within a short period of time.
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But the articles in monthly magazines should be written with the objective that they are suitable
for those who like to do thelr reading leisurely and carefully wn:h pattence |
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But this is only my opinion.
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However, I am very pleased to.note that the above-mentioned shortcommgs are not found in the .
January issue of the magazine "Prospenty“
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At the end of the year "Educational Manual" magazine published by U Pho Sein appeared.

qéaoSagjos}?‘: m%zcm&g$cﬁm

The objective of the magazine was excellent.
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But the format of the publication is not very good.
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U Pho Sein's intention was to enable the readers to extract the relevant sections at the end of the
year and to have them bound in book form. ' '
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It is also said that book covers will be sent at the end of the year to the readers to cover these
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Therefore at the end of the year the readers will have to cut up and pull out the relevant sections, -
‘arrange them in order, and busy themselves in order to have them trimmed to size at a printing
* press with the book cover sent to.them. '
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Instead of publishing his magazine in that manner, if U Pho Sein extracts the relevant sections that
- have appeared througriout the year and publishes them in book form, it would be much more
suitable.
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It is only my suggestion.
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Before I conclude the report on the remarkable year 1933, it would be in order to consider the
question whether Myanmar story writing has progressed or regressed during that year.
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In my opinion there has been no concrete evidence on the basis of which one can claim that
Myanmar story writing has progressed. | '
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-But it has not regressed either.
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One who regularly reads Thuriya Magazme would have found that Myanmar story-writing has not
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regressed.
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Some short stories are particularly good. .
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If the good Myanmar short stories are collected and publlshed it might pave the way in Whlch the
standard of Myanmar story wntmg can progress.
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In the area of novel writing, there has appeared no novel that can match the sta nda rd of 'Thae
Mya Hnya" by P. Monin.
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The new cohort of regular contributors to Ganhta Lawka Magazine - the wrlters such as Thelppan .
” Maung Wa and the like, are pioneering a new chapter in the j Journey of Myanmar Literature.

ca058¢ safem - |

Their writing is more in tune with the present age.
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Their style is also modern. o ;
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Ma ny also try to follow their style.
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In the same way as Myanmar people's mode of living and speaking and the type of food and eating
have undergone a change, their writing style also has unnoticeably undergone a change.
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It is absolutely certain that in the not very distant future, the Myanmar writing style as well as

Myanmar literary views will noticeably undergo a process of change.
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In the same way as a person who has an English hair style and wears a pair of shoes differs from
+ one who has tattoos on the thighs and wears the traditional hair knot, the current style of Myanmar
writing will differ fror_ﬁ the tranditional style of'_Myanmar writing in the past. '
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People need to read
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In the same way as food and water are important for human beings, they are lmportant for all
other living beings as well. ' !
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But for human beings food and water alone are not enough.
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Food is nutrition for the body.
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Nutrition for'the mind is reading. . | | i
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People should not think that no nutrition is required for the mind.
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Like food and water, the nutrition of reading is an absolute requirement for human beings.
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Why should we read?
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In this world there are many different things which are worth knowmg, Wthh are noteworthy, .
which we should be skilful at.

cerea05meEeon 8 mo‘%&fp:éo% ooéoﬁop:saog&é-ﬂo'cg 0089080915 oacg(ﬁm'm& si%&o:oo
c@oé @&nén ' ' .

: Because, unlike in the olden days, what one wants to know or learn can be ea5|ly found in books. -
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Our present age is the age of competition. -

- eod} SSRGS conBm$:6§205008:00 s qdepden o:oo;pa:én

If we live our life in a carefree easy manner, we will be left behind. ° .
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In the past Pali Pitka scriptures and other literature were written or inscnbed either on palm
leaves or rock slabs.
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In this day and age, because of the availability of good printing machines and printing paper, what
. one wants to read can be read easily in books. '
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Knowledge and techho!ogical skills are advancing day by day.
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The subject matter which ‘one wants can be found i in easily available books and one can contlnue-
lookmg for rare information in rare locations.
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Only in that way, higher educgtion can be achieved.
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Only aﬂ;er learning the basic fundamentals one will have to strive for further developments and
' inventlons, and work for the benefit of humanlty
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Science and technogy, mechanical studies, engineering, literature, hlstory, trade, medical science,

" legal studies, political science, or in fact in any discipline, people can gain progress only by read- '
ing. ' : ' '
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The horizons of knowledge can be windened only by reading.
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Reading can not only help one to know what is not known, it can also help eliminate the prejudices
that can cause disaster and loss of opportunities.
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Some people are in the habit of dogmatically clinging to misleading old conceptions.
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When one becomes aware of the conceptions that have undergone changes in tune with the new
age, as well as the developments due to modern technology, medical science and mechanisation,
" he gaihs far more advanced knowledge on top of what he used to régard as absolute facts.
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People like Thomas Edison who were said to have grown up with their own innate lntelllgence and
intuition were men who did a lot of serious reading.
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In our country too, the great man known by the name of U Pho Hlaing the royal Chamberlain, was
_ a person who hardly stopped reading. '
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Although people generally talk about such things as innate intelligence, innate knowledge, gifts
from their pést life, etc., these so-called innate abilities have in fact grown out of the seeds or
sprouts or shoots acquired in reading. If one does not read or cannot read, these things known as
innate intelligence and innate knowledge would not even come anywhere near him.
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Depending on the individual traits, some read for fun and some read to alleviate boredom.
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Even in those reading materials used for fun and for getting rid of boredom, one can still find many
‘noteworthy facts to contemplate and to analyse régarding social and worldly issues. .
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It is much better if one reads with the intention of acquiring knowledge, wisdom, skills and moral-
ty. : _ ; :
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This is a better method of reading. . - _ ' . -. - '
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On the basis of individual experience alone, nobody is capable of fully and completely knowing and
understanding whatever kind of subject matter he is seeking. '
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The books which are the collections of the expenences and discoveries of many people, achleved '
through their endeavours over months and years, are in fact mvaluable treasures.
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It is not necessary for anyone to take the wrong course and make mistakes.
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If one can rely on, and make proper use of, beneficial discoveries which many indlwduals have

~ achieved through their own experlences and self-sacrifice, it can be said that he has advanced
more than half of the journey and is now approaching the winning post.
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Though one sought, through his experience, knowledge and skills from the day he began to per-

ceive the world around him, right to the day of his death, it would not be possible for him to
acquire what he wanted.

afopSeoig 0E0§:[FE{gEan $desopdar & §8qeoopdi _ .
* Far from acquiring it, he will have to worry about being overwhelmed by his owritiredness. |
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Only the studies conducted on the basis of the experiences, records and quests for knowledge of

our predecessors, will yield beneficial knowledge. -
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If one is to read a book, only if he reads the right book after examining and verifying whether the

book is relevant to the knowledge he wants, who wrote the book, etc., it will be time-saving and

beneficial for him.
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Sometimes an illiterate person w:th very hmlted knowledge may become successful very quickly -

like a big flame:
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"~ - But he disa ppears very soon as if the darkness has swallowed him up

-
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For a person who does not read, there is no personal progress or advancement.
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For a person who reads, the progress is continual.
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Lounge room and Kitchen

Dagon Taryar )
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Tin Maung Tun threw himself down on a.big sofa and sat on it leaning back as far as he could, untll

half of hlS body was sunk in the sofa. He then stretched his arms out joining up the two sets of his
fingersi in a lock like a hinge, yawned widely and moaned tQ hlmself
M am really bored".
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As he said, it was a boring situation.
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As it was aﬁ:er mid day, the heat of the day was beginning to mtenSlfy
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Without being hindered even by little patches of clouds, the sun was shining with absolute clarity.
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Free from any blemish of clouds, the sky was as clear as a mirror.
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The ground was also bright.
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The shadows of the't'rees were at their smallest in size.
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The little brids which could usually sing were dozmg between the forks of the trees because of the

heat. _
-e35
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From the guava tree in the vicinity of where Tin Maung Tun was sitting, a crow was cawmg "arar
ar ar" without any particular rhyme.
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- Acrow which was not poetic.
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- Tin Maung Tun slightly lifted up his body, half of which was sunk in the sofa, then sllghtly moved
the position of his body and remanined there with half-closed eyes.
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As it was Sunday and he did not have to go to school, he could spend the day leisurely in that

. manner.

8a8ss mequp 28 96,.059.&)5*mmé'm coec'qjléooé
oot @cm@n

H|s mother and aunts had already left early in the mormng fora pagoda near Mingaladon, with
elaborate dishes for lunch in tiered containers.
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" They would be back only in the late afternoon.
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As his sisters were visiting their friends, daughters of a retired deputy commissioner in Bauktaw,
‘they were to be there for the whole day and come home only after having the evening meal there.
BEm o WopAoge 83oudade cgadecopSEen

As they took the car, he could not go out anywhere for a visit. .
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His father was-a land owner and a government departmental secretary.
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As he was the owner of many acres of land, he did not have to work for the government, but he did
not want to give up the prestige of being a government departmental secreta ry.
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As it was Sunday, his father was to have a rest at home.
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If his father was home, he could go out for a visit in the neighbourhood.
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* Butvery lately, because of the disturbances caused by repeated strikes, he often had to partlcnpate
_in the consultations with English bureaucrats. Just a little while ago, his father left in a car which _."
an officer had sent to him. -

| . 33‘-38059@:63 | mcﬁﬂambll

- "These strikes are a nuisance".
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"Why do they go on strike so often?” ‘
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"The politicians hyped up the workers who do not understand anything and encouraged them to go

on strikes."
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"If a strike takes place, a new cabinet would be formed and |t was uncertain which party’ would
come to power." ‘

w37

- w



¢ cdlobomalf:ons:

nmddq) 085Bgey mardegdayé eeuoém s%rsmogleéu

If his father was not busy dealing with the stnkes, he could stay at home. .’

093%&35 m%:s'a.?o:a% ‘méoosgiéeéli

If his father was home, he could visit someone in the neighbourhood.
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In the compound next door, was Nelly's house.
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At Nelly's house too, Nelly would be home alone.
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As Nelly's Mummy, whom he had to be wary of, was the treasurer of the Women's Rescue Asso-
ciation, she would be away at the meeting on Sunday.
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+ Nelly's Mummy was extremely clever and she usually talked with a loud'_voicé. :
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Tin Maung Tun was afraid of her.
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"People applaud the strikes without understanding what the_se are."
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"Though people give them food parcels, do they know what the workers asked for?"
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"They are useless people. They only ask for wage increases.

cwaddief miqgcdiayedh




] _ @@mmcog.{;& #0848 328c860mecygron:

“If the wages are increased, the government will have to increase the budge't."
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"If the government budget is increased, the income tax rates will increase."
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"If the income tax rates increase, who will suffer.?" _'
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'"It is only the citizens who will suffer."
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"Wl“ they get mdependence by going on stnkes'-"‘ .
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"In the books we study at school |t doesn‘t say that mdependence can be achieved by going on
strike."
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The crow, which was not poetic, was cawmg "ar ar", while standing on the frame of the window

-near him.
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. And his daydream came toanend.
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* Tin Maung Tun raised himself up a little from the sofa, moved slightly forward and looked over
through the open glass window, at the compound next door.
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“One door leaf of Nelly's bedroom was left ajar.
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- But as the curtains were pulled gbwn, he could not see through them, and could not see anything
inside. - '
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As he could not see anything, he looked around the lounge room.
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He happened to see the small clock on a small glass case.
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It is already one o'clock.
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At 1.30 the Rangoon broadcasting station will be on.
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He turned on the switch of the radio which was beside him.
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As he had tuned to the BBC last night, he heard the songs from the BBC.
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The music from the orchestra of the radio sounded melodious.
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The music from the radio was quite appropriate in that lounge room.
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As the parquetry floor was pollshed daily with wax by the servants, it was bright and shiny.
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The white sofa covers, on which_the Iérge flowers were printed against the white background,
.were loollcing at their own images on the sparkling bright floor underneath.
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Between each pair of the sofas, was placed a low cane chair.
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- On the table covered with glass in the centre of the lounge room, was a 'Iarge silver bowl.
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In the silver bowl, red paper flowers were resting silently with dignity.
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In the centre of the sofas surroundmg the lounge, the sandalwood paste coloured carpet and its ‘
chocolate colour rim looked very beautlful
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In the corners of the lounge room the Japanese-made multicoloured lamp shades with silk fringes
hanging down, and the lamps which were standing upright, enhanced the magnificent look of the
room.
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. The landscape paintings by U Saung were hung on the walls above the lamps.
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Next to the entrance of the lounge room was a mahogany bookshelf.
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On the bookshelf, a new set of Shakespeare's plays ina gold-rimmed hard cover looked domineer-
ing.
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In one corer.of the room, a Steinway grand pianolooked magnlrcent
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Asthe cover of the piano was down, some pages from the Smallwood music note book on the
piano cover were ﬂutterlng in the wind.
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Amongst all the things in the room, orange coloured lace drapes were reﬂectlng the brlghtness of
the room. W : '
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The BBC had already started another record. e
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The next record was the song "A night in Mexico" sung by film actress Ann Sheridan.’
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The melody of the music seemed to be happily jumping about on the smooth and bright armrests

of the chairs as well as on the flower vine designs on the drapes, which were fluttering on the red
flower blooms protruding from the silver bowl. |

“Bch confocses”

"Ko Ko, here is the tea".
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While whistling the tune which he did not know well, and leaning on the back of the sofa, Tin
Maung Tun said "Aye Aye".
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The servant girl Aye Pon, pulling her knees tightly together, took a dish, on WhICh were a cup of tea
and two buttered slices of bread, from an aluminium tray, placed it on a small coffee table next to
Tin Maung Tun and was about to move away. -
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"] ust a minute Aye Pon, the can of meat that was opened this morning - is lt still there""
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M think it's finished, Ko Ko" Aye Pon replied respectfully.

"“glo’gzg)c.oj lual @éoﬁ:o’]é@:ﬁ

"It must be there, have a look."
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"Aw aw, it might still be there, I don't know, I think there might be some left over after Pe Pe Gyi
ateit." ' ‘
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"Go and have a look." .
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When Aye Pon reached the doorway of the lounge, he said " Bring some plain bread too |f it's
there".
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After a while Aye Pon brought the tin of steamed lamb and some bread.
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The music on the radio now changed to the other side of the record.
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The unpoetic crow which was cawing "ar ar" now flew to the pine tree at the front gate.
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Aye Pon was still standing with her knees pulled together and waiting to hear what Tin Maung Tun
might ask for next. '
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Only when he blurted out "That's all, go" while taking one half of the slice of bread, Aye Pon left
and went towards the kitchen.
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After finishing the lunch, Tin Maung Tun changed the tuning of the radio from BBC to Myanmar.
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Rangoon broadcasting station had not started the program yet. .
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. He was trying to catch many different wave lengths.
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A musical tune from an American broadcasting station appeared.
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In the same way as multicolour bubbles appear when some soapy water is blown out from a

papaya stem straw, some curls and curves of music notes appeared jumping out gracefully in
unusual combinations from the saxophone.
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Looking over at Nelly's compound which could be seen right through his window,@nd keeping one
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earon t_he radio,l he was trying to catch the correct frequency which was free from static.

“com q§mor "

"Ha, Rangoon is on air."’
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"After buying the fried fish.... T will eat, I will eat the sticky rice.
Being a true Myanmar, I will smoke, I will smoke the Thanaphet cheroot."
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The Myanmar musical tune of Koel Ba Thaung appeared clearly in sweet notes from the radio.
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While listening to the music, Tin Maung Tun's face brightened up suddenly. '
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“He caught a glimpse Nelly's figure on the first floor of her house.
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"It would be nice to go and visit Nelly now."
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"While her dreaded mother is away."
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.~ Without switching the radio off, he left the room gently.
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Aye Pon came to the room embracing the white aluminium tray..
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She clearly saw Tin Maung Tun going over to the house in the compound next door:




