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A writer is not an idealistic dreamer, he does not
contemplate himself in the intimacy of his beautiful
soul, he does not submerse himself in the inner
certainty of his talents. He puts his talents to work;
that is, he needs the work he produces in order to
be conscious of his talents and of him. The writer
only finds himself, only realizes himself, through
his work; before his work exists, not only does he
not know who he is, but he is nothing.

Maurice Blanchot
‘Literature and The Right to Death’
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