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I'm /=% (Su Eindaray Linn), and my thesis, "Is Longer or Shorter Mid-Roll

Ads More Effective in the Context of Online Streaming Videos? The Case of
Myanmar," earned an “Honorable Mention” award in the Sixteenth TSC Thesis

Award competition. My advisor is Professor Yeh, # #x#Ffrom Feng Chia University

International Business Department.

First, I would like to mention how I started the idea for my thesis. Before
pursuing my Master’s degree in Taiwan, I worked in Myanmar's advertising industry,
and handled various brands and their online advertising. Today, online instream video
ads have gained in huge popularity and generating significant brand awareness.
However, viewer complaints about disrupting the viewing experience led by ad
duration made me curious.

This controversy between ad duration and effectiveness intrigued me since |
was working in advertising. This motivated my focus on mid-roll ad duration impact
when I chose my topic. Interestingly, in the scholar’s world, extensive research has
been done in this area, but still findings remained mixed.

My advisor and I were dedicated to ensuring the project's validity and
reliability, which make us encountered more challenges at every stage. From
identifying relevant variables in crafting a theoretical framework towards the end, we
faced a lot of difficulties. Stimuli development and data analysis posed the greatest
challenges. We conducted an experimental survey using real-life ads and video clips
to create a realistic scenario and get the exact results as possible as we could. It
involved a thorough selection criteria and collaboration with a professional designer.

Moreover, ensuring the materials' reliability through pretests and collecting a
huge number of data made the process more complex. The main experiment involved
8 conditions and after we finalized the number of recipients we needed for reliable
survey; the numbers were more than I could handle. Thus, we worked with my friend
who is a professional researcher and her team to gather credible results. The process
of analyzing data using PLS and SPSS software felt like a repetitive and never-ending
yet it proved enlightening at the end. While most hypotheses were rejected, finding
out both ad durations produced similar results offered the insights that were
unexpected. Though I had initial doubts, this finding highlighted the economic
efficiency of using shorter ads.

Weekly discussions with my advisor and referencing past literature were
invaluable during difficulties. I would like to encourage fellow students to seek
guidance from your professor rather than struggle alone. My supportive advisor
played a vital role in my success. However, it is important to prepare suggestions by
reading the past papers beforehand so that you can have a thorough discussion with
your professor and get the solution. After conducting extensive research and
continuous discussions with my professor, my thesis got approval.




After I finished my thesis, my professor had told me to participate
in this competition held by TSC. That alone made me felt amazing after
going through all the difficulties. Now that, I have won an outstanding award
and there weren’t no previous papers that was conducted in Myanmar market
before as far as I could find, this sense of accomplishment indeed made my thesis
journey worthwhile.

I'm really proud of this achievement and grateful to Professor Yeh and the
judging committee for recognizing my work. I also want to express my thanks to
everyone who joined me on this journey and offered their support. Regardless of the
challenges and moments of doubt I had, this award validates the journey's significance.
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We had the pleasure of visiting Taiwan Imaging-Tek Corporation (TITC) which
located in Hsinchu. TITC is a startup company led by Mr. Star Sung( & #i£ ), who

works hard with his team. The company is primarily focused on promoting the
development of tribal mushroom growing bags industry by providing technical
assistance, training, and marketing support. Its mission is to establish a circular
economy model, promote sustainable rural development, build a diversified industrial
chain, and create employment opportunities for returning youth. From cultivating
delicious shiitake mushrooms to sharing valuable knowledge and tools, the company
empowers tribal farmers to thrive. They grow and sell not only high-quality
mushrooms, but also train others in the craft, bringing economic prosperity and
awareness to the community. Mr. Sung gave us a presentation on the growing
environment and methods of shiitake mushrooms. He also showed us the facilities
where they grow shiitake mushrooms. In addition, Mr. Sung explained his strategies,
such as optimizing the productivity of each farm or partnering tribal farms with
research institutes. Hard work always pays off, which is in line with his belief that "if
you build it, it will come.

TITC also built a greenhouse in the Industrial Technology Research Institute to
grow shiitake mushrooms. They also installed solar panels on the roof to provide
electricity to maintain the humidity of the growing environment for shiitake
mushrooms, allowing them to grow and develop better. Mr. Sung also told us that we
can become small mushroom farmers by simply preparing a small container. First, we
need to add some water to the bottom of the container and insert some Styrofoam to
keep the bottle moist. Then, we can sprinkle some sawdust in the middle and cover it
with a layer of moss. This will complete a simple shiitake mushroom terrarium. After
Mr. Sung's explanation, I have a better understanding of shiitake mushrooms.
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Visiting TITC in Hsinchu was an inspiring experience. TITC empowers tribal
mushroom farmers and presents a hopeful picture for rural development and
economic viability. Mr. Sung's passionate guidance through TITC's operations
solidified my appreciation for their multifaceted approach. From optimizing farm
productivity to fostering research partnerships, their strategies not only benefit
farmers but contribute to building a resilient and diverse agricultural ecosystem.
Leaving TITC, my head wasn't just full of fun facts about shiitake mushrooms, but my
heart was brimming with hope. Seeing how they help tribal farmers grow delicious
food and build their lives filled me up with belief in teamwork and clever ideas. They
showed me that when we build things together, like opportunities and a greener
future, everyone wins. It's like magic, but better, because it's real.
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Introduction

Our trip to Osaka, Japan, was more than just a regular adventure. We didn't just
explore places; we went on a special journey to discover both the old traditions and
new inventions of the city. Our plan included Japan IT Week 2024, Kobe Maritime
Museum, Japan Mint, Osaka Castle, and Ritsumeikan University Osaka. Each of these
spots showed us something different about Japan. As we started our trip, we expected
more than just seeing historical places and new technology. We wanted to understand
how Japan's old stories mix with its new ideas. Osaka, a city with a rich history and
modern vibes, invited us to learn its stories—a place where the old samurai battles
meet the latest technology. This introduction talks about the excitement we felt,
promising a journey that goes beyond a regular field trip.

Japan IT Week 2024: A Technological Odyssey

Our main exploration of this trip was Japan IT Week 2024, an event that proved
to be nothing short of a technological odyssey. The exhibition halls were buzzing with
innovation, presenting a dazzling array of cutting-edge technologies. From artificial
intelligence and cybersecurity to robotics and the Internet of Things (IoT), the event
showcased Japan's commitment to leading the global tech landscape.

Wandering through many booths, it became evident that Japan's approach to
technology was unique. Traditional elements seamlessly intertwined with modern
digital solutions, creating a fascinating fusion. Witnessing a virtual reality
demonstration within the context of a traditional tea ceremony was a striking example
of how Japan manages to preserve its cultural heritage while embracing the future.

Networking opportunities were abundant, allowing us to engage with industry
leaders, professionals, and fellow enthusiasts. The discussions ranged from the ethical
considerations of emerging technologies to the potential societal impacts of artificial
intelligence. It was a dynamic environment where ideas flowed freely, offering a
glimpse into Japan's role in shaping the future of technology on a global scale.

Kobe Maritime Museum: Navigating History

Transitioning from the digital landscape, our journey took us to the Kobe
Maritime Museum, an architectural gem nestled against the picturesque backdrop of
Kobe Harbor. The museum, designed to resemble a ship at full sail, served as a
gateway to Japan's rich maritime history.

Exploring the exhibits was akin to navigating through the annals of time.
Ancient navigational instruments stood alongside modern shipping innovations,
narrating the tale of Japan's maritime evolution. The centerpiece, a life-sized replica
of a historical sailing ship, transported us back to an era where sailors faced the perils
of the open sea.

Beyond technological evolution, the museum emphasized the cultural
interconnectedness facilitated by maritime trade. It celebrated Japan's maritime
achievements and underscored how the nation's seafaring history has shaped its
identity on the global stage.
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Japan Mint: Artistry in Currency

Our next stop was the Japan Mint, a bastion of precision and artistic finesse.
Nestled within serene gardens, the mint provided a captivating glimpse into the
meticulous process of coin production.

Guided through various stages, from design conception to the actual minting
process, we marveled at the fusion of tradition and innovation. Artisans showcased
their skills with an unwavering commitment to excellence, turning each coin into a
masterpiece. The commemorative coins, adorned with symbols of historical events,
went beyond mere currency—they became tangible artifacts linking the past, present,
and future.

The Japan Mint, we learned, played a crucial role not only in producing
currency but also in preserving cultural heritage. The numismatic journey became a
reflection of Japan's dedication to maintaining a connection with its history through
tangible, everyday objects.

Osaka Castle: Resilience in Stone

As we ventured deeper into Osaka's historical tapestry, Osaka Castle emerged as
a symbol of resilience and architectural splendor. Surrounded by expansive grounds
and cherry blossom trees, the castle's imposing silhouette took us back to the 16th
century, an era of samurai and strategic warfare.

Ascending the castle's towers, panoramic views of Osaka unfolded. The contrast
between ancient structures and the modern metropolis encapsulated Osaka's dynamic
identity. Each stone of the castle seemed to resonate with the echoes of history,
offering insights into the battles of Toyotomi Hideyoshi and its role in the unification
of Japan.

Exploring the castle's interior, we marveled at the intricate details of armor,
weapons, and artifacts on display. The castle transformed into a living museum,
bridging the gap between the past and present and providing a profound
understanding of Japan's feudal history.

Ritsumeikan University Osaka: A Contemporary Academic Haven

We also made a visit at Ritsumeikan University Osaka, an academic institution
situated amidst the vibrant city. The campus, blending modern architecture with lush
greenery, exuded an atmosphere of intellectual curiosity and academic rigor.

Engaging with students and faculty members provided a firsthand look into the
educational landscape of Japan. The exchange of ideas, perspectives, and cultural
insights enriched our wunderstanding of the university's commitment to
interdisciplinary learning and global perspectives. The campus was a microcosm of
intellectual exploration, fostering a sense of academic curiosity and collaboration.
Conclusion

In conclusion of our trip in Osaka, Japan, I would like to say it was more than
just a regular journey. We experienced a lot and learned about the city's history and
cool technology. The places we visited, like Japan IT Week 2024, Kobe Maritime
Museum, Japan Mint, Osaka Castle, and Ritsumeikan University Osaka, each had
something special to show us.
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Looking back, Osaka turned out to be a mix of old stories and new inventions.
We saw many tech stuff at Japan IT Week, learned about old ships at the Maritime
Museum, and even saw how they make money at the Japan Mint. Osaka Castle took
us back to a time with samurais and battles, and Ritsumeikan University showed us
what studying in Japan is like.

As we say goodbye to Osaka, we carry with us memories of a city that knows
how to blend its long history with the latest technology. Osaka's mix of old and new
made our trip really special, leaving us with a better understanding of Japan's culture
and its place in the world. q %o 22 =g
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This trip to Osaka with the Ritsumeikan University program provided a hands-
on connection to concepts studied in international trade and management. From the
seamless comfort of Starlux Airlines to navigating the bustling Osaka Intex
exhibition, every day offered insights that directly related to our academic focus.

On the first day, landing at Kansai Airport felt like starting a new adventure. Starlux
Airlines made the journey comfy and crafting our transportation cards, guided by our

professor (£ & < ).

Day two was about Ritsumeikan University Osaka Ibaraki Campus and its cool
facilities. Ritsumeikan University, known for its excellence in international studies,
provided a unique academic backdrop for this trip. The lessons extend beyond
textbooks as the campus in Osaka Ibaraki allowed us to witness firsthand the
application of theoretical knowledge in a global context. The cool facilities
highlighted the institution's commitment to creating an environment conducive to
learning and innovation. Ritsumeikan University Osaka Ibaraki Campus embracing a
diverse educational environment enhances the understanding of international trade
and management by offering practical insights into various cultural perspectives. Next
stop is to the Osaka Mint but unfortunately Osaka Mint was close at that time due to
service care, this problem happened teaching us to be flexible while traveling.

Day three at Osaka Intex was the best, with lots of company stalls about
programming, e-commerce, and also VR. Osaka Intex, a bustling exhibition center,
became a hub of technological exploration during our visit. Many of company stalls
featuring programming, e-commerce, and virtual reality showcased the rapid
advancements in technology. Visiting Osaka Intex can make us staying informed
about technological trends is vital in the ever-evolving landscape of global trade.
Exposure to emerging technologies enhances adaptability and competitiveness in the
international business arena. Osaka Intex is a prominent venue for trade shows and
exhibitions, contributing to Osaka's reputation as a dynamic business and
technological hub. It broadened our tech knowledge. Osaka Intex make us in a global
marketplace of diverse stalls, reflecting the interconnected web of international
business. This exposure broadened our understanding of technological advancements,
essential in the current landscape of global trade and commerce.
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Venturing to Kobe on day four, the visit to the Maritime Museum underscored
the historical roots and cultural dimensions embedded in international trade. Kobe
Maritime Museum located in the port city of Kobe, the Maritime Museum provides
insights into Japan's maritime history, showcasing the nation's role in global trade.
The museum's exhibits not only depicted the maritime history of the region but also
emphasized the interconnectedness of global trade and cultural exchange. Kobe
Maritime Museum can make us more understanding the historical context of
international trade fosters a deeper appreciation for its impact on culture, economy,
and societal development.

Returning to Osaka Mint and exploring Osaka Castle on day five added
historical context, drawing parallels to the evolution of global markets. While the
planned visit to Osaka Mint was unfortunately canceled in the second day, this
unexpected turn taught us an important lesson in adaptability. It emphasized the
significance of flexibility in the face of unforeseen circumstances, a crucial skill in
both travel and business. Osaka Mint, established in 1871, is renowned for producing
Japanese coins. Its historical significance adds depth to the region's economic history
and the evolution of currency. Understanding the role of currency in trade, the history
of minting, and its connection to economic development can provide a nuanced
perspective on international trade and financial systems. In essence, the lesson from
the canceled visit to Osaka Mint is twofold: first, the importance of adaptability in
navigating the uncertainties of international business, and second, the recognition of
historical elements, such as currency evolution, that contribute to a comprehensive
understanding of international trade and management.

Next stop is Osaka Castle. Osaka Castle, originally built in the 16th century,
stands as a symbol of Japan's cultural heritage and has witnessed the transformations
of the nation over centuries. Exploring Osaka Castle added historical context to our
journey, drawing parallels to the evolution of global markets. The castle, with its rich
history, became a metaphor for the resilience required in navigating the complexities
of international business. Visiting Osaka Castle acknowledging the historical roots of
markets fosters an understanding of economic resilience and adaptability.

Day six marked the end, thinking about the 35,000 NTD cost. Initially, it
seemed high, but it covered everything — airline tickets, hotel, transportation,
breakfast, insurance, and sim card. The alumni association subsidy made it more
reasonable. The free all-you-can-eat yakiniku dinner on day one, showcased
thoughtful planning and added a layer of appreciation for the value embedded in
every aspect of the experience. The value was clear, from the good hotel location to
well-organized transportation. Despite the cost, the trip's educational and cultural
benefits made it worth it. Experiencing new tech, cultural places, and making friends
made it memorable.

Overall, the trip to Osaka with the Ritsumeikan University program not only
provided academic insights but also valuable life lessons. Each location visited
contributed to a holistic understanding of international trade and management,
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emphasizing the importance of adaptability, technological awareness, historical
context, and cultural appreciation. The journey was not merely a physical exploration
but a strategic investment in broadening perspectives and preparing for the challenges
and opportunities of a globalized world.

Embarking on the Ritsumeikan University program to Osaka was an adventure
that surpassed my expectations, weaving a tapestry of emotions and experiences.
Before the trip, a mix of excitement and curiosity filled me as I anticipated the
unknown. The prospect of exploring international trade and management concepts
outside the confines of a classroom added an extra layer of enthusiasm. From the
seamless comfort of Starlux Airlines to the bustling Osaka Intex exhibition, each day
unfolded like a vibrant chapter, offering unique insights that resonated with our
academic focus. Landing at Kansai Airport on the first day felt like the beginning of a
new chapter, and the journey with Starlux Airlines set a comfortable tone for the
exploration that lay ahead.

The visit to Ritsumeikan University's Osaka Ibaraki Campus on day two
provided a firsthand experience of the application of theoretical knowledge. The cool
facilities mirrored the institution's commitment to fostering a conducive environment
for learning and innovation. Navigating the city, crafting transportation cards under
the guidance of our professor, added a personal touch to the academic journey. While
the planned visit to Osaka Mint faced an unfortunate cancellation, the experience
became a lesson in adaptability. Flexibility became a recurring theme, teaching me the
importance of resilience, a quality that resonates not only in travel but also in the
dynamic realm of international business. The technological immersion at Osaka Intex
on day three was a highlight, broadening my understanding of global trade and
commerce. The abundance of company stalls featuring programming, e-commerce,
and virtual reality showcased the rapid advancements in technology, leaving me with
a sense of awe and inspiration.

In conclusion, the trip to Osaka was a mosaic of emotions — from the
anticipation before departure to the inspiring moments of exploration. It was more
than a learning journey; it was a transformative experience that left me with not just
academic insights but also a collection of cherished memories and valuable life
lessons.

Exploring the vibrant streets and cultural treasures of Osaka further deepened
my connection to the city. The juxtaposition of modernity and tradition created a
captivating ambiance, making every corner a discovery. The local cuisine, from street
food stalls to traditional restaurants, added a flavorful dimension to the trip. I learned
a lot during this trip, not just about tech and culture but also important life lessons.
Connecting with others taught me about networking and collaboration. It taught me
resilience, adaptability, and the importance of human connections in gaining
knowledge. The trip's alignment with international trade and management subjects
made it a strategic investment. The exposure to diverse cultures, technological
advancements, and the practical application of management principles in a global
context enriched our academic understanding and provided valuable insights that
extend far beyond the classroom.
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Day 1 1/15

Embarking on our journey from FenglJia to TaoYuan, we eagerly set forth on our
expedition to Osaka. The anticipation was palpable as we arrived in Japan, swiftly
navigating the surroundings of our designated hotel. The initial day was marked by
practicalities, from acquiring our passes to the essential task of currency exchange.
Amidst these logistical necessities, we seized the opportunity to indulge in the flavors
of local delicacies, savoring the first taste of Osaka's unique culinary offerings. The
impressive scenery is breathtaking, a mix of modern high rise and century old castles
which is a good representation of a good stewardship of keeping it’s heritage but also
continue to pursue technological advancements.
Day 2 1/16

Our exploration led us to Ritsumeikan University Osaka Ibaraki Campus. That
morning it was snowing on our way, it was funny to see my felowclassmates in awe,
since it was their first time seing snow. Ritsumeikan University Osaka Ibaraki
Campus, a site with a distinctive history as it once housed a Sapporo brewery. Beyond
its academic significance, the campus was designed to foster community integration,
evident in the public parks accessible to local children and the presence of a Sapporo
restaurant on the premises. This blend of education, history, and community resonated
with the holistic approach embedded in the fabric of the university, it even won the
“Good Design Award 2015”. Ritsumeikan's history traces back to 1869 when Prince
Kinmochi Saionji established it as a private academy in Kyoto. Kojuro Nakagawa
later founded Kyoto Hosei School, which adopted the name Ritsumeikan in 1913 and
attained wuniversity status in 1922. The university embraced liberalism,
internationalism, and academic freedom. Despite prewar suppression, Ritsumeikan
upheld its values. Post-WWII, it aligned with peace and democracy, undergoing
reforms in 1948. Adapting to global changes in the 1990s, the university introduced
international programs, fostering a large international student community.

Ritsumeikan, with campuses in Kyoto, Shiga, and Osaka, celebrated its 150th
anniversary in 2020, evolving into a comprehensive educational institution. The
Ritsumeikan Trust includes two universities, four high schools, four junior high
schools, and one primary school, embodying its founding spirit into the 21st century.
The convenience and efficient public transport made our trip so much easier and
enabled us to visit many places. We could also make a quick stop at the Japan World
expo held in 1970.
Day 3 1/17

Venturing into the realm of Japan's technological landscape, we immersed
ourselves in the Japan IT Week. Since I’'m not very familiar with IT, it was a good
introduction to that field. My attention went to those company that offer full service,
from people management to accounting and sales. It think those kind of product will
revolutionize how business run in the future. I was also very interested to that
company that made a soldering machine for small semi-conductor. Engaging with
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leading tech companies exposed us to the intricacies of the industry, albeit with the
realization that language barriers posed a formidable challenge. This encounter
underscored the importance of linguistic proficiency in the pursuit of international
business, prompting reflections on the need for language acquisition tailored to the
markets we aim to engage with.
Day 4 1/18

A change of scenery took us to Kobe, where we delved into the Kobe Maritime
Museum and the Kawasaki Industry Museum. The Port of Kobe, initially opened in
1868, quickly became a vital port in Japan due to its natural harbor. Over the years, it
underwent renovations and expansions to meet the increasing demands of foreign
trade. During World War 11, the port facilities were requisitioned, causing a standstill
in port activity. Despite challenges, it marked its 100th anniversary in 1967 and later
addressed congestion issues by constructing Port Island in 1981. Subsequent
expansions, including Rokko Island, accommodated growing cargo volume. Despite
damage from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 2017, Kobe Airport's opening
solidified the port's importance in land, sea, and air transport. The container cargo
handling volume reached a record high in 2017, marking 150 years since the port's
inception. Then we went on to visit the Kawasaki museum. I am so impressed with
this company, their range of product are so vast. Personally I knew about their
motorcycles and ships, but I realized that they do so much more. Helicopters,
submarines, gas turbines, underground tunnel machines, trains, robots and probably so
much more. [ think this company must have being very crucial in Japan’s
development. The visit unveiled the pivotal role of sea trade in global commerce and
underscored the significance of technological advancements, particularly in steel
manufacturing, driving the construction of colossal container ships. Observing the
evolution of maritime technology provided profound insights into the mechanisms
shaping the interconnectedness of global trade.
Day 5 1/19

The Japan Mint Factory Museum unfolded the tapestry of Japan's economic
journey, showcasing resilience in overcoming myriad challenges. We could also see
the manufacturing process of making coins, from a raw metal sheet to an assembled
coin. The Japan Mint, an Independent Administrative Institution, is tasked with
producing and distributing Japan's coins. Established in the early Meiji era, it aimed to
modernize the country's currency. Initially, paper currency was printed in Germany,
inspected by the Ministry of Finance. In 1876, a Western red brick mint building was
completed. Over time, the Mint expanded its activities to include producing orders,
medals, metallic art objects, analyzing metals, and certifying the fineness of precious
metal wares. On April 1, 2003, it transitioned to an Incorporated Administrative
Agency. The Mint's inception in 1871 addressed confusion in Tokugawa-era coins,
with its activities evolving over the years. In the afternoon, a visit to the iconic Osaka
Castle transported us through Japan's historical epochs. The castle stood as a
testament to the nation's need for unity and trust, offering a vivid portrayal of the
values that have shaped Japan's trajectory across centuries. Osaka Castle is an iconic
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landmark located in Chiio-ku, Osaka, Japan. Originally built in the late 16th century
by Toyotomi Hideyoshi, a powerful feudal lord, it played a significant role in the
unification of Japan during the Azuchi-Momoyama period. The castle has been
reconstructed multiple times due to various historical events, including battles and
fires. The current main tower, completed in 1931, stands as a concrete reconstruction
with a modern interior that houses a museum showcasing the castle's history.
Surrounded by a large park with plum and cherry blossoms, Osaka Castle is a popular
destination for both locals and tourists. The castle provides panoramic views of Osaka
from its observation deck.
Day 6 1/20

As our field trip drew to a close, gratitude filled the air. Professors Wu, the
orchestrator of this enriching experience, and Feng Chia University, the facilitator of
this remarkable opportunity, deserved heartfelt appreciation. Personally extending my
stay in Japan, I reflected on the profound insights gained, both in the realm of
academia and the cultural tapestry of Osaka. The journey not only deepened our
understanding of international business but also left an indelible mark on our
appreciation for Japan's rich heritage and contemporary dynamism.
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