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0 Wang, Q., Feng, X., and Liu, X. (2023). “Advances in historical wood consolidation and
conservation materials,” BioResources 18(3), 6680-6723.
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' No attempt should be made to artificially age replacement timber. The new components should not
aesthetically undermine the whole. Colouring the replaced members to match the current colour of
the original may be permitted in specific cases when not doing so would unacceptably impair the
aesthetic understanding and cultural significance of the structure.
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Restoration of the Beigang Righteousness
Temple Patriotic Spirit Wood Tablet from
the Tongzhi Era

Saskia Wu

Abstract

This research describes the meticulous restoration efforts for the Tongzhi-era
Patriotic Spirit Tablet located in the Beigang Righteousness Temple in Yunlin
County, Taiwan. The spirit tablet, which has profound historical and cultural
significance, catalogs the martyrs of the Qing army from the Dai Chaochun event. A
thorough condition assessment revealed numerous conservation challenges,
including termite infestation, structural instability, and significant deterioration of
the paint layers.

The conservation strategy was carefully aligned with the basic principles of
heritage conservation. It sought to meticulously restore the original aesthetics and
functionality of the spirit tablet while ensuring its preservation for future generations.
The comprehensive restoration methodology included dry cleaning, solvent testing
for wet cleaning, structural reinforcement, removal of residues from previous
interventions, and structural reconstruction. Advanced scientific analysis, including
X-ray fluorescence spectroscopy (XRF) and fluorescence polarized light microscopy,
was critical to gaining an in-depth understanding of the artifact's material
composition and the extent of its degradation.

This case study not only highlights the intricate processes involved in the
conservation of historical artifacts, but also underscores the critical importance of
preserving cultural heritage. It contributes to the broader discourse on restoration

methodologies, offering insights and practical results that enrich the field of cultural
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heritage conservation.

Keywords: Beigang Righteousness Temple Incense Plaque, Cultural Heritage

Restoration, Dai Chaochun Event, Artifact Preservation
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