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A practical report on dictation in the
ADVANCED JAPANESE LISTENING
PRACTICE: Improving classroom
activities based on learners' perceptions

Wen-Miin Chen”™

Abstract

This paper analyses learners' perceptions of the dictation conducted in the
ADVANCED JAPANESE LISTENING PRACTICE through two questionnaires;
thereby gaining insights for improving classroom activities. The results showed that,
first, even though dictation is not an easy activity, many learners found it useful.
Then, based on the results of the first questionnaire survey, I made some adjustments
to the way of the dictation activity and practiced it for another academic year. The
following findings were obtained after I adjusted and improved this lesson. “It is
necessary to strengthen the explanation and counseling for students (about the
purpose of the dictation activity and the features of the audio files, e.g. raw
materials), to confirm the presentation material more accurately, to adjust the
schedule of the dictation activity, and to pay more attention to the playback skills of
audio files.” In the future, I will continue to refine the curriculum by keeping in
mind the results of the previous studies and this paper in order to improve the

effectiveness of this lesson.

Keywords: ADVANCED JAPANESE LISTENING PRACTICE, dictation,

perceptions, adjustment, explanation and counseling

* Associate Professor of Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Providence University
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