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A New Perspective on “Longing For
Spring Breeze”

Yen-Hung Lai”

Abstract

The song “Longing for Spring Breeze,” with lyrics by Lin-Chiu Lee, has been
regarded as a Taiwanese classic since 1934. This paper explores its features from
three perspectives. First, the author argues that, in terms of form, the song is better
understood through the perspective of Japan’s “imayou” literary tradition. Notably, a
comparison with Akiko Yosano's “Spring Breeze” (1918) reveals that the formal
strategies employed derive from the same tradition. Second, a review of Lee's
post-war manuscripts reveals the presence of Japanese poetry, reflecting his aesthetic
principle of balancing refined and popular elements. Third, regarding content,
particular attention is given to the interpretation that the song reflects the cultural
enlightenment of the Taiwan Cultural Association, as suggested by Lee’s son. This is
further supported by a comparison with the narrative of a 1937 shellac record
scripted by Lee himself, which confirms the foresight of the enlightenment
interpretation and indicates that the ideas embedded in the story closely correspond
to Akiko’s earlier tanka and discourse. In summary, the song contains a strong

Japanese influence that merits careful attention.

Keywords: imayou, tanka, modernization, Chinese nationalism, de-Japanization

* Associate Professor of Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Providence University
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