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The process and impact of Luo Jialun's
promotion of simplified Chinese
characters in Taiwan in the 1950s

Che-Yu Chung*

Abstract

The reason why Luo Jialun vigorously promoted the simplification of Chinese
characters was not only to facilitate the practical value of knowledge learning and
dissemination, but more importantly, to carry forward the enlightenment significance
of the May 4th Movement. In particular, people at that time criticized the May 4th
Movement and attributed the loss of the mainland to the failure of education policies
under the May 4th and New Culture Movement, which made him deeply regretful.
However, characters are an important symbolic value of culture and have a wide
range of influences. Therefore, when Luo Jialun officially announced the promotion
of simplified Chinese characters, all walks of life immediately responded strongly to
Luo's proposal to implement simplified characters. The discussion triggered by
Luo’s policy of simplifying Chinese characters is not just a single-choice question
about whether Chinese characters should be simplified. The value conflicts caused
by it showed the tense atmosphere of generational ethnic groups and cultural identity
at that time, which should be unexpected by Luo Shi complex issues. After Luo
failed to implement the simplification of Chinese characters, his diary did not
mention the promotion of simplified characters. In his later years, he still gave
speeches about the spirit and significance of the May 4th Movement, trying to
establish a historical position for the May 4th Movement.

Keywords: Simplified Chinese characters, Luo Jialun, May Fourth Movement,

Zhang Huang School, text reform

* Associate Professor, National Taipei University of Business
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