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The Grammaticalization of ‘Thiam’(;‘;’]t) and
Its Usage in Southern Sixian Hakka

Hsin-yi Peng”

Abstract

There are five kinds of ‘T"iam’ in Hakka dialect. From one to four, we can see
the process of grammaticalization. When the number get bigger, the degree of

grammaticalization is higher.

1.“T"iam’ is a verb and means “add”.

2-1.‘TMam’ is an adverb and means “again”.

2-2.TMam’ is a morpheme and one part of a verb ‘T"iam pion het’ (‘J?]? 2z %)
3.“T"iam’ is a particle and has no meaning.

4.‘T"iam’ does not exist and has been deleted.

This article uses a field survey approach to interview three native southern

sixian Hakka speakers by recording their usage and pronunciation of the word ";‘f‘lt "

(‘T"iam’). The survey results show that as the Hakka word "57']% " transitioned from a

content word to a function word in grammaticalization, it was accompanied by a

weakening of tone.

Keywords: Hakka dialect, T"iam, Southern Sixian, grammaticalization,

lexicalization

* Associate Professor, Chinese Literature Department, Providence University.
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