Friday, January 8, 2021
Today’s Paper

FCU DFLL NEWS
B RER SRR

4rEEiE7E Editors’ Picks

Vienna terror attack: Police investigating 21
potential accomplices
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International Politics

Vienna terror attack: Police investigating
21 potential accomplices
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Police say it’s not clear how the shooter
managed to get to Vienna’s city center
armed with an assault rifle, handgun, ma-
chete and fake explosive belt. They’re also
still looking into how the weapons reached
Austria. Austrian investigators have identi-
fied 21 suspected accomplices of an Islamist
gunman who went on a deadly rampage in
Vienna last week, officials said Friday.

On November 2, the assailant, named as du-
al Austrian-Macedonian national Kujtim
Fejzulai, shot dead four people and injured
more than 20 others in the city center before
he was killed by police. Michael Lohnegger,
the police official leading the investigation,
told a press conference that the 20-year-old
was the sole perpetrator of the shooting
spree. But he added that it was not yet possi-
ble to say “To what extent accomplices pro-
vided support before the act.” A spokes-
woman for the Vienna prosecutor’s office,
Nina Bussek, told reporters that 21 people
between the ages of 16 and 28 were under
investigation, with 10 of them in custody.
“They are essentially suspected of having
contributed to the crime before the terrorist
attack, and of being members of a terrorist
group and a criminal organization,” Bussek
said.
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International Politics

Unanswered questions

Fejzulai carried out the attack with a Serbian
assault rifle, a Soviet-type handgun, a ma-
chete, as well as ammunition made in Serbia
and China. But Lohnegger said police were
still investigating how the weapons reached
Austria, and how Fejzulai managed to travel
with them into the city center on the night of
the attack. “What we can currently actually
rule out here is that the perpetrator arrived at
the crime scene by public transport,” he said,
adding that police were looking into other
options, including taxis. "Whether it is also
possible that he walked to the scene of the
crime, I cannot say. That means I also can-
not rule it out."

Austrian authorities have acknowledged
there were a number of security lapses in the
months before the attack. For example, they
failed to properly relay information that
Fejzulai had tried to buy ammunition in Slo-
vakia in July, and that he met with known
Islamists from Germany and Switzerland
that same month in Vienna.
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Taiwan, US launch language education
initiative

The Taiwan-U.S. Education Initiative was
launched Dec. 3 in Taipei City as part of the
like-minded partner’s efforts to expand ac-
cess to Mandarin and English language in-
struction while safeguarding academic free-
dom.

Under the initiative, the two sides will en-
hance existing educational exchange pro-
grams, explore opportunities for language
teachers to serve projects in U.S. universities
and Taiwan institutions, and encourage more
American students to study in Taiwan.

Foreign Minister Jaushieh Joseph Wu said
during the launch ceremony that the initia-
tive is a milestone in related cooperation be-
tween Taiwan and the U.S. The two sides
will continue strengthening educational in-
stitution and youth exchanges going for-
ward, he added.

In response, AIT Director Brent Christensen
said the initiative is set against the backdrop
of two trends—the closing of Confucius In-
stitutes in universities worldwide and Tai-
wan’s heightened commitment to English
education. This is also expected to highlight
Taiwan’s role in offering Chinese language
instruction to Americans and the internation-
al community, he added.
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In a tweet on its official Twitter account, the
MOFA said, “Minister Wu is proud to be
joined by AIT Director Christensen in
launching the #Taiwan-# US Education Initi-
ative. The tie-up expands access to Mandarin
& English language instruction. It also en-
sures academic freedom, a tradition cher-
ished & shared by the like-minded partners.”

A memorandum of understanding was also
signed Dec. 2 by Hsiao Bi-khim, head of
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representa-
tive Office in the U.S., and Ingrid Larson,
managing director of American Institute in
Taiwan. It was concluded prior to an educa-
tion cooperation virtual dialogue staged the
same day involving officials such as Harry
Ho-jen Tseng, deputy minister of foreign
affairs; David Stilwell, U.S. assistant secre-
tary for East Asian and Pacific affairs; and
Mitchell Zais, U.S. deputy secretary for edu-
cation.

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the event focused on topics like the govern-
ment’s 2030 bilingual country policy and
promotion of Taiwan’s Test of Chinese as a
Foreign Language as the standard evaluation
of Mandarin competency in the U.S.
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Biden Picks Katherine Tai as Trade Repre-

sentative
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WASHINGTON — President-elect Joseph
R. Biden Jr. is expected to select Katherine
Tai, the chief trade lawyer for the House
Ways and Means Committee, as the United
States trade representative, a key post that
will bear responsibility for enforcing Ameri-
ca’s trade rules and negotiating new trading
terms with China and other countries, ac-
cording to people familiar with the plans.

Ms. Tai has garnered strong support from
colleagues in Congress as well as from the
House. Supporters say Ms. Tai is also
uniquely positioned to address economic
challenges from China, regarded as Ameri-
ca’s biggest source of competition in the
trade sphere.

If confirmed, Ms. Tai, who is Asian-
American, would be the first woman of color
to serve as the U.S. trade representative.

The trade representative of Mr. Biden will
have plenty to do, which includes ensuring
that American trade rules are adequately en-
forced and that they promote rather than im-
pede other parts of Mr. Biden’s agenda, in-
cluding fighting climate change and encour-
aging domestic investment, for example
through augmenting Buy American pro-
grams.
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Mr. Biden’s top trade negotiator will be re-
sponsible for dealing with much of that lega-
cy, including helping to decide whether to
continue levying tariffs on Chinese goods,
and whether to continue granting certain
companies’ exclusions from those tariffs.
Also, the new trade representative will re-
shape the office to fit Democratic priorities
and rebuild trading relations with Europe,
Canada, Japan and Mexico.

As chief counsel for the Ways and Means
Committee, Ms. Tai played a key role in
crafting the Democratic demands for final
changes to U.S.M.C.A. In that capacity, she
balanced the competing demands of labor
unions, environmental groups, corporate lob-
byists and the administration, and helped to
hammer out a deal that passed both houses of
Congress by a wide margin.

In addition to litigating trade disputes against
China at the World Trade Organization over
issues including subsidies and export re-
straints, Ms. Tai worked on China-related
issues during her time in the House. She also
led an effort to look at the legacy of racial
injustice in U.S. trade policy, and how gains
from trade could be made more inclusive.
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Society

Taiwan considers new rules to prevent abuse

of health system
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Most common reason for overseas citizens to return for
healthcare is to see dentist
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TAIPEI (Taiwan News) — The National
Health Insurance Administration (NHIA)
said on Thursday (Nov. 26) it is working on
new regulations to stop Taiwanese nationals
living overseas from taking advantage of the
healthcare system.

The new rules under consideration would
only allow those living overseas for more
than two years and who have had their
household registration automatically sus-
pended to temporarily halt their health in-

surance payments, said Lee Po-chang (%

%), director-general of the NHIA, CNA

reported. Lee added that national health in-
surance (NHI) coverage can be resumed six
months after returning to Taiwan.

According to the current rules, there are
three categories for citizens living overseas:
those who go abroad for six months to two
years, those who are abroad for two to four
years, and those who leave the country for
over four years.

FAEE A8 3 DRI SR
(NHIA) 3w (11 7 26 P )& 77 i PP
Ed RATEE R O B R e e s
B A A * ?g%“ (1215 S

vk CAN e 3 0 ¢ L R R chitaR

F-F am T EFROATHIRY o

Weep B iR RN G S BT

Bk b B OAZHES EHA o ) 3 EFA

iﬁﬁ’iéﬁﬁﬁgy%?h@%%
& iR ] o

54 : :g.;n'ma o R
AT R R



A
4
¥

Society

Those affected by the new regulations can
also resume coverage by paying the premi-
ums for the period it was suspended, with
the maximum back payment capped at five
years. Over 170,000 Taiwanese living
abroad would be affected by the new
changes, Lee said.

Current regulations allow Taiwanese living
abroad for more than six months to two
years to temporarily suspend payment of
their health insurance premiums. The prob-
lem is that some of these people then come
back to Taiwan when they need treatment
and are allowed to temporarily resume NHI
coverage by only paying a fraction of the
premiums missed while abroad.

Citizens who leave Taiwan for two to four
years have their household registration au-
tomatically suspended which means they do
not qualify for national health insurance
coverage. Insurance coverage is restored
only after household registration is reac-
tivated.

Those living abroad for more than four

years and who have had their household

registration suspended can restore their NHI

coverage six months after they return to the

country.

Those living abroad for more than four years
and who have had their household registra-
tion suspended can restore their NHI cover-
age six months after they return to the coun-
try.

According to NHIA statistics, the most

common reason for overseas Taiwanese

who are gone for six months to two years

and return to Taiwan for medical treatment
is for dental care, followed by acute upper
respiratory tract infections, allergies, eye

inflammation, and upper respiratory tract
infections.
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NBA Finals: Players celebrate the Lakers'

championship
NBA Y /"L. %

After Jimmy Butler and the Miami Heat
took a close Game 5 to extend the NBA Fi-
nals by another game, LeBron James and
the Los Angeles Lakers jumped out to an
early lead in Game 6 and never looked
back. The Lakers' 106-93 win led to Los
Angeles' 17th title, its first since 2010.

NBA players took to social media to cele-
brate the title and praise James, who cap-
tured his fourth Finals win and fourth Finals
MVP award, becoming the first player to be
named Finals MVP for three different
teams.

While praises for James poured in, he
thanked Laker fans for their support during
an unprecedented season.

[Without y’all’s strength and loyalty,

It wouldn’t have been possible. -
@KingJames to the Lakers Faithful]
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The Lakers' Game 6 performance was so
strong, it even earned a nod from Heat leg-
end Dwyane Wade, who won two titles
alongside James in Miami. Marcus Morris
Sr., who finished the season with the rival
LA Clippers, also celebrated the win for his
twin brother.

[Congrats to my brother @KingJames on
winning his 4th championship. Not bad
for a washed up old guy! -Tom Brady]

[The Lakers played like everyone thought
they would. This was pure dominance ton-
ite!-DWade]

[Let’s get it @Keefmorris bring it home
for the family!- Marcus Morris]

[Historic season for so many reasons!!
Congratulations on an incomparable finish
and another championship for my broth-
er.@KingJames!!!

@NBA @TheNBPA-Chris Paul]
Though James was recognized as the Finals
MVP, many players took notice of Rajon

Rondo, claiming he was the difference in the
series on his way to his second title.
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[Rondo's aggressiveness has allowed the
Lakers to all relax and get comfortable.-
Jamal Crawford]

[Rondo showing why vets are so important
to winning!!!! #nbachampions- ETwaun
Moore]

Others noted that the team's first title in a
decade comes nine months after Lakers leg-
end Kobe Bryant and his daughter Gigi

were killed in a helicopter crash.

[This one is for you brother, for you Gian-

na, for Vanessa, for Natalia, for Bianka and

for Capri.

Congratulations to the entire @Lakers team,
@JeanieBuss and the Lakers family for win-

ning the 17th championship!! -Pau Gasol]
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Taiwan only country to host ‘Phantom of
the Opera’ safely amid pandemic
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TAIPEI (Taiwan News) — Theatergoers in
Taipei are being treated to only the second
showing in the world of the Broadway musi-
cal “The Phantom of the Opera”, as Taiwan
has been one of the few countries in the
world to keep the Wuhan coronavirus at bay.

As the coronavirus pandemic intensifies in
much of the world, organizers of the “The
Phantom of the Opera” were forced to cancel
its worldwide schedule. However, because
Taiwan has managed to contain the local out-
break and prevented a new local infection for
221 days, the musical is being presented in
Taipei.

Due to Taiwan's strict epidemic prevention
protocols, 130 cast and crew members of the
production had to first undergo a mandatory
14-day quarantine, which ended on Tuesday
(Nov. 17). There will be a total of 22 perfor-
mances of the musical at Taipei Arena from
Nov. 19 to Dec. 6.
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Although this is the fourth time that
“The Phantom of the Opera” has been
performed in Taiwan, it has extra signif-
icance in that Taiwan's excellent han-
dling of the coronavirus outbreak has
enabled such a large-venue event to take
place. According to the country in the
world where the musical has been per-
formed since the start of the pandemic.
Taiwanese organizer of the performanc-
es, Following South Korea, Taiwan is
the only the second.

However, as the outbreak raged in South
Korea, the Seoul production had a scare in
April when two cast members tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 and had to be placed
in isolation for three weeks, report-
ed UDN. Fortunately, the actors recovered
and were tested again prior to rejoining
the performance to ensure there was no
risk of transmission of the virus.

In this production of the musical, the
Phantom is played by South African
stage actor Jonathan Roxmouth. The cre-
ator of the musical, Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber, sent a self-recorded video in which
he wished the performers luck and ex-
pressed gratitude to Taiwan for “Keeping
their theater doors open.”
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